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The Comparison Among Hadith Narrators
According to Imam Abu Zur'ah Al-Razi
An Applied Theoretical Study
Moniah Abdullah Misfer Al-Khathami
Department of Sunnah and its Sciences
College of Sharia and Fundamentals of Religion King Khalid
University
kku.edu.sa@mkhathmi

Abstract

The comparison among hadith narrators is considered one of the most significant topics in the
science of al-Jarh wa al-Ta 'deel (invalidating and validating hadith narrators), as its signifi-
cance lies in giving preference to a narrator over another in case of divergence.

Imam Abu Zur'ah - whose opinion is reliable in al-Jarh wa al-Ta 'deel - had a higher standing in
this field. 1 collected Abu Zur'ah’s sayings in this regard, and I found a number of narrators
among whom he drew comparisons, either directly on his own or because of a question about
them. The number of Abu Zur'ah’s comparisons reached thirty-two.

| began with a brief biography of Imam Abu Zur'ah, then the theoretical study which included:
The comparison formulas according to Imam Abu Zur'ah, the comparison divisions according to
Imam Abu Zur'ah, and the reasons for selecting the narrators among whom Imam Abu Zur'ah
drew comparisons.

Then | tackled the applied study, which included: Collecting the narrators among whom Imam
Abu Zur'ah drew comparisons, considering them, studying the comparison, and mentioning the
Imams of al-Jarh wa al-Ta 'deel who agreed with Abu Zur'ah.

Keywords: Comparison - Narrators - Abu Zur'ah - al-Jarh wa al-Ta 'deel (Invalidating and Val-
idating Hadith Narrators).
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