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Les desiderata

Philhellénisme

Collége de France

Persian Heritage Foundation

Bernard Hourcade

Centre Nationale de Recherches Scientifiques (CNRS)
Cahiers de Studia Iranica

Philip Huyse

Ziva Vesel

. Marie Szuppe

. Christine Rivieére

. Pierre Briant

. Valérie Pasquet

. Rémy Boucharlat

. Philippe Gignoux

. Frantz Grent

. Clarisse Herrenschmidt
. Christelle & Florence Julien
. Jean Kellens

. Pierre Leriche

. Ludolf Kuchenbuch

. Hagen

. Abbé Frantz Stock

. Neheim-Hiisten

. Chartre

. Sauerland

. Kiel
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Amm. Marc. = Ammien Marcellin
Aristophane

Ach. = les Acharniens,
Aristote

Pol. = Politique
Cass. Dio = Dion Cassius
Diod. = Diodore de Sicile
Eus. = Eusebe de Césarée

de Const. = Vie de Constantin
Hdt. = Hérodote
foh. Mal. = Jean Malalas
fos. = Flavius Joséphe

Antiq. lud. = Antiquités Judaiques
Tust. = Justin
Petr. Patr, = Pierre le Patrice
Platon

Mx. = Ménéxénos

Phdr. = Phédre
Plin. = Pline I’ Ancien

Nat. Hist. = Histoire Naturelle
Plutarque —

Mor. = (Euvres Morales
Poseid. = Posidippe
R. Gest. div. Aug. = Res Gestae divi Augusti
Stat. = Stace

Sily. = les Silves
Suét. = Suétone

Aug. = Auguste

Tib. = Tibére
Tac. = Tacite

Ann. = Annales
Thuc. = Thucydide
Vell. = Vélleius Paterculus

CIL = Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum

DK = H. Diels - W. Kranz, Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker, 3 vols., Berlin, 11985 (=
$1952).

FGrH =F. Jacoby, Die Fragmente der griechischen Historiker, Berlin, 1923 sqq.
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The aim of this article is not to upgrade the Ancient Near East within
Ancient History at the cost of Greek and Roman history. Rather its
intention is to show that the Near East must be an integral part of a history
of Antiquity, that the civilisations of Greece and the Imperium Romanum
become truly comprehensible only when seen within a much larger
environment. This holds true, by the way, not only for periods in which
Macedonian or Roman dynasties, for example, had a decisive influence on
the destiny of the Ancient Near East; it also applies to periods in which,
such as in Archaic Greece, the. cliltural influence of the Orient on the
cultures of the Occident was)evident, in which, as in Hellenistic times,
West-East and East-West cultural exchange became, as it were, a defining
quantity of an entire epoch, in which, as in the time of the Roman
emperors, thanks to the markedly developed trade with the East or the
steady rise in the importance of Near East redemptive religions, the eastern
share in cultural contacts cannot be overlooked, in which, as in North West
India of the Kushans, western and eastern traditions experienced surprising
symbioses.

Firstly, some preliminary remarks: - 1. Despite serious efforts on the
part of individual colleagues to the contrary, the civilisations of the
Ancient Near East still persist to date (in Germany) as rather fringe
civilisations overshadowed by Greece and Rome. - 2. Numerous items of
Ancient Near Eastern history and culture, with or without reference to the
West, are still awailing initial examination or to be re-appraised in the light
of more available tradition, whose volume meanwhile has grown
tremendously in the East, and within the framework of a universal history
approach (for example, the Orient of the post-Alexandrian time). The
desiderata of historical research in numerous fields of Ancient Near
Eastern history and culture are all the more inconceivable as there are no
ancient civilisations in the world, apart from Greco-Roman Egypt perhaps,
which, thanks to hundreds of thousands of writings and decidedly
impressive.archaeological findings, give us such a comparably thorough
insight into the political, legal and social structures and into the pattern of
cultural development of early states and societies as the civilisations of
Mesopotamia. - 3. Studies of the history of the Ancient Near East were for
a long time “orientalistic”, in the sense proposed by Edward Said. - 4. It
must be asked how and why as of the early 19" century, especially in
Germany, the Ancient Near East as a subject of study and interpretation
was removed from Classical Studies and Ancient History and isolated to
the curricula and academic literature of the philological and archaeological
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disciplines of the Orient. - 5. What is the relationship of the Greek and
Roman civilisations to those of the Ancient Near East and Egypt and vice
versa? Although new and surprising confirmation of the “Orient in the
Occident” and the “Occident in the Orient” has been experienced in
manifold ways, the question arises whether history of the Ancient Near
East is a legitimate research and study subject of Ancient History only in
conjunction with its influence on Greeks and Romans and its moulding by
them, i.e. ultimately as the early history of Europe. In this respect, one
must consider namely that on the one hand Europe’s image of itself and of
foreigners always crystallised inya confrontation with European and non-
European ‘others’, that a constantly expanding geographical meaning of
Europe in Ancient Greece never correlated with a corresponding cultural or
political referenceto' Europe.

The discussion on the relationship of Orient and Occident is however
‘embedded’ further in other debates: - 1. Does the Ancient Near East exist
at all? How far does it extend, how is its history to be classified and when
did it come to an end? Linked to these types of question is the problem that
scholars of Ancient History and the Ancient Near East and Egyptologists
on the one hand worked for a long time with a practically essentialist or
holistic idea of culture in their description and evaluation of cultural
contacts between East and West, and that “culture”, as it were, became a
metaphor for the now unusable term “people”. On the other hand, “culture”
was often used to refer exclusively to art, literature and “the humanities”
and as a “higher culture” stood apart from *mass culture”. Fields of study
such as natural sciences and engineering but also the design of cities or
products of daily use as well as infrastructural projects were mainly
excluded. Furthermore, this specific idea of culture only all too often
prevented the multitude of traditions and identities as well as transcultural
processes and syncretistic phenomena in the countries of the Ancient Near
East from being considered duly in Ancient History. ~ 2. With which
regions and civilisations did the civilisations of the Ancient Near East
actually have contact? In addition to relations to the West, there are those
which remain within the regions or lead even further to the East and, in
doing so, cross borders both in space and time with which we are not
familiar: Thus, to begin with, the history of the Ancient Near East is the
pre-history of the Islamic Near East. - 3. In whose sphere of competence
does the history of the Ancient Near East lie? Scholars of the Ancient Near
East, Egyptologists, scholars of Iranian studies, Near Eastern archaeo-
logists, scholars of Ancient History should not be competitors but partners,
each one with specific capabilities. The academic study of times of intense
political, economic and cultural contacts between the Orient and Occident
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and the imparting of the results to others requires outright a scholar of
Ancient History who has a footing in each of the two worlds or, even
better, requires intensive interdisciplinary teamwork with a component of
Ancient History.

The second part of the article attempts to portray why, in Germany, the
Ancient Near East was ruled out as a genuine research subject of Ancient
History and why such a development has not been able to be revised up to
the present. Up to the beginning of the 19" century, the history of oriental
civilisations was treated mainly within the framework of two types of
universal history: the Christian history of salvation, which knew neither
*Antiquity’ nor ‘Orient’, but in which the oriental peoples formed the
historical framework, for the history of the people of God; and the
enlightened, political world history where the oriental peoples did not
come off well as their contsibution to religious enlightenment, to the theory
of the state, to learnedness and philosophy and to morality was viewed as
being slight. At:the same time, observation of the peoples of the Ancient
Near East was clouded by the way contemporary oriental nations were
viewed. Arnold Herrmann Ludwig Heeren, lecturing in Géttingen, was less
depreciative (than, for example, Voltaire and Herder) in his portrayal of
oriental cultures: He, as the first person (and for a long time the only one)
1o write a universal history of ancient times, endeavoured not simply to fit
the diversity of political forms into a culturally appraisable progress pattern
but to explain them based on their geographical, ethnographical and
historical circumstances. It was not essential historical standards such as
that of language proficiency but the alleged apparent lack of a higher
intellectual culture that then moved Friedrich August Wolf in 1807 to
banish the peoples of the Ancient Near East from the history of classical
antiquity. In other words: Only free citizens are able to create free arts. As
the individuality of a nation also rises along with its level of higher culture,
the ‘peoples’ in the East can be degraded and known collectively as
‘oriental nations’. Finally, in order to justify Classical Studies as a philoso-
phical science, to give it a centre and identity, a difference in language,
mentality and customs, for which the Orient is accountable, must be
created, a difference about which many scholars of Ancient History feel the
same even today. When hermeneutic reservations disappeared during the
course of the 19" century, the model of philologically stamped Classical
Studies was transformed immediately into oriental philology which was
establishing itself. Moreover, in Classical Studies, the philosophical view
of history in the sense of a history of the progression of mankind turned out
to be an obstacle for the integration of the new oriental philology and
history. In addition to pragmatic viewpoints such as the increasing
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specialisation of this branch of academic science and the enormous
expansion of knowledge about traditions, exclusion received new impetus
as a discourse on the Orient became hidden beneath a racial discourse
about Aryans and Semites. Even Eduard Meyer, although he viewed
oriental society as an integral part of a history of classical antiquity, always
remained true to an evolutionary history of the progression of mankind:
Postulating an antithesis of “theologically biased culture” (Orient) and
“most liberal intellectual movement” (Greece), he denied that the Ancient
Near East had a great “inner value™ and significant “historical influence”
and declared the, history of Greek civilisation to be the nucleus of a history
of classical antiquity. It is g€ that Meyer’s conternporary, Max Weber, in
his offer of typological comparisons, did open up the possibility of
renouncing the subservience of oriental cultures in the context of European
history; however, its subservience to a European way of understanding
historic reality was retained.

What chances does the subject of Ancient History now have of a
potential universal history orientation? This orientation is absolutely
imperative for the history of ancient West-East and East-West cultural
encounters as it opens up prospects which other disciplines of history first
have to tap laboriously by crossing national or continental borders. By
studying ancient and post-ancient images of the foreigner (indeed, even
those of eastern origins) or ancient concepts of the ‘outside world’ and
‘counter world’, it affords insights into contexts relating to the history of
the mind, mentality and ideology. In this way, the contemporary ethno-
graphic outlook of what is foreign could make way for today’s ethnological
and cultural anthropological view of what is totally or “familiarly foreign”.
And the western reception of the Orient which is so manifold and com-
prehensive, whether in literature and music, visual art and architecture, will
become truly comprehensible in its requirements and its ‘base in reality’
only due to the universal history approach to research. Furthermore,
present historical myths which are anchored in antiquity and where the
historical element still exercises great power could thus be exposed as
projections, for example, the ideaj reference Greeks make to classicism
which is still virulent in Greece today, European myths of origin and
attempts to invoke identity, but also the idea of an essentially unchanging
‘Iranism’ which is still nurtured in Iran today. Similarly, analytical efforts
to record histarical features more precisely and to reconstruct historical
processes in a manner suitable to the time and region could be intensified.
Having a footing both in a ‘familiar’ culture and in a more ‘foreign’ one
enables one in the final run not only to reflect on the real and the presently
highly topical historical legacy of Greek culture, i.e. political theory and
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practice (by the way, the reference to Rome, on the other hand, seems to
me, and to Marie Theres Fogen, to be in substance extremely complex and
problematic), it also is the prerequisite for a transculturally comparative
historiography as pleaded by Jirgen Osterhammel for good reasons. We
are not all able to and will not be able to carry out such future-oriented
Ancient History. However, each of us can contribute in many different
ways to broadening the horizon of Ancient History again so that everyone
can benefit from it: by furthering the interests of pupils in this subject,
through cross-disciplinary exchange and cooperation, by placing ancient
oriental and Egyptological themes on the curriculum for lectures. Unlike
some decades ago, the chrestomathic and textbook requirements have
never been as favourable.
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Of all the cultures with whom the Greeks came in contact in ancient
times, Iranian cultures have to date played a special, because often
misunderstood, role. In research and studies, they mainly did not advance
beyond the status of ‘fringe cultures’ and were perceived and evaluated, as
in ancient times, rather as an ‘outside world’ or even ‘counter world’. At
the same time, particular emphasis was placed on the Greek share in
cultural contacts. The aim of this article is to show, in chronological order,
the diversity and teciprocity,of such cultural contacts and their con-
sequences for both sidesiHowever, it is necessary first of all to refer to
weaknesses in the way history was observed in the past (and again
currently?): ~ 1, .The use of terms such as ‘Iran’ or ‘Greece’, ‘Iranian’ or
*Greek culture’ often enough conceals the diversity of political and cultural
expressions which can be observed in ancient times both in East and West.
Thus, in Ancient Hellas, there was on the one hand indeed a store of
generally recognised and identifying cultural and political points in
common, but on the other also a wealth of highly characteristic traditions
and experiences specific to region and time, many of which were adopted
from outside and, in some cases, transformed. In addition, the history of
Greece was determined considerably by the opposites of particularism and
striving for hegemony. Ancient Iran as well which extended far beyond the
territories of present Iran was never a culturally homogeneous quantity. -
2. The latter refers to the circumstance that in Iran and in Mesopotamia,
even before the invasion of Alexander, ethnic groups or cultural and/or
religious communities had lived together or side by side for generations;
that transcultural processes of the most different kind and intensity already
had taken place and were continuing to take place. Accordingly, cities such
as Babylon, Seleucia-on-the-Tigris, Ecbatana or Bactra, but also rural
regions such as Susiana or Characene had a polyethnic and multicultural
character, and it would be fatal to set rhe Iranians or even the Orientals
against “‘culturally and ethnically pure Greeks” in them. - 3. Closely linked
to this is the problem that we identify people of ancient times by their
names firstly as members of a language group or of a culture which assigns
such names. In contrast to that, their ethnic and genealogical classification
is generally noticeably more complex. - 4. The fact that the Iranian
empires of antiquity were polyethnic and muliticultural entities has never
been seriously disputed, even if, as stressed, the consequences of this fact
often have not been considered sufficiently. Admittedly, one cannot help
thinking that today's observers, depending on each person’s attitude to
similar phenomena of our day, tend to regard the ethnic diversity and
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coexistence of heterogeneous social and cultural patterns in a society
mostly either as a congenital defect and a burden or as an explicit asset of
these empires. However, historians should confine themselves to
describing the often complicated mechanisms of what makes up ancient
identity in a multicultural society, differentiating in doing so between
collective identity (for example, of an ethnic or religious group) and
individual identity (within such a group). - 5. While it is not to be disputed
that Greek-Iranian cultural contacts reached their zenith in Achaemenid
and above all in Hellenistic times, the history of Greek-Iranian relation-
ships was by no means at-an end after these periods. The neglect of Near
Eastern history after.the’decline of the Macedonian or Greek reign in the
Near East in discussions in Classical Studies is the reason why very little is
known to date about an.gducated European public of late Greek-Iranian
cultural contacts. - _6..When evaluating the Iranian share in such contacts,
one must remember that it was precisely Iranian kings, scholars and artists
who also acted as mediators of knowledge between East and West, that the
effect of genuinely Iranian cultural elements was felt much more to the
East and to Armenia than to the West. - 7. Much of what has just been
commented or lamented has its origin not only in earlier classicist and/or
European-oriented bias but also in the lack of full utilization of existing
material. This applies in particular to the material culture and archaeo-
logical remains, and to a certain extent also to what was handed down in
writing which provides a great deal more information about cultural
relationships and encounters between Greeks and Iranians than one is
inclined to believe at first sight. Admittedly, to get the information, one has
to “go against the grain” often enough or pay more heed to non-literary
evidence.

The Achaemenid era illustrates the diversity of cultural encounters
between Iranians and Greeks. Disdain and imitation of the barbarians,
description of a dangerous and decadent ‘counter world’, admiration of a
fascinating ‘outside world’, military conflict and cross-border cultural
exchange, acculturation and re-acculturation were practically concurrent
forms of the mental and concrete ‘confrontation’ of the Greeks with their
powerful neighbour in the East. On the other side, the Great King indeed
considered only the Greeks (Yaund) of his empire ideologically as his
subjects, but in practice he even consulted foreign Greeks, from whose
cultural ideas and mediation he hoped to profit just as much as from their
counsel and help in political matters.

As far as the Seleucids are concerned, compliance with granted or
respected privileges became of secondary importance to the rulers in the
unreserved interest of their own achievements in times of military and
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‘ideological’ crises, despite all their efforts to respect the tradition of Iran
and to follow in the footsteps of their Persian predecessors. In this, they
differ from the Persian kings who, indeed used to success and unrivalled to
the bitter end, ‘eternalized’ and respected the privileges and signs of favour
of their ‘benefactors’. Without the presence of numerous Greeks and
Macedonians in Iran, and also without the efforts of mediation on the part
of the kings, the intensive cultural contacts between Greeks and Iranians at
their time and the dynastic marriages of the Seleucids with members of the
Iranian elite in and outside Iran, many transcultural phenomena however
are not to be explained: Neitlier the implementation of Greek culture in
Bactria and North West.India nor the Greek-Bactrian and Indo-Greek
reigns; neither the efforts of the Indian emperor A$oka to win the people in
India, Iran and:the Western part of Greece over to his virtues for rulers and
subjects and his maxims, which at the time were discussed in very different
religious and philosophical contexts, nor the ‘philhellenism’ of the
Parthians who pushed the Seleucids out of Iran.

Recent studies in the ‘philhellenism’ of the Parthian kings have been
able to prove the degree of ‘hellenisation’ of the Arsacid court and its
cultural manifestations as well as the striving for cultural recognition in
neighbouring circles. A similar connection is able to explain the interest of
the kings in Greek culture and paideia and their ‘friendship with the
Greeks' in domestic matters for reasons of state. Good relations with the
poleis and the Greeks in the empire guaranteed peace and order and at the
same time enabled their cultural achievements to become well known. It
may have been experience gained from the particular quality of the Roman
neighbourhood with its influence undermining Arsacid sovereignty, or
domestic necessity and/or a new concept of ensuring sovereignty which
moved Vologeses I and his successors to place special emphasis on the
Iranian fundaments of an Arsacid kingdom and Parthian concept of an
empire. The Greek-Hellenistic fundamentals of sovereign legitimacy, royal
self-image and concept of an empire withdrew in the face of such *Iranism’
of the Parthians which refers to Sasanian times. However, the Greek
cultural traditions of the Mesopotamian and Iranian East did not disappear
in this process. It was also not least the role of the Parthians as mediators
of goods and ideas between the Imperium Romanum and India/Central
Asia/China which opened up new paths in the East for Greek culture and
new paths in the West for eastern cultures.

With regard to the Sasanians, especially in the Middle and Late
Sasanian period, we learn about the kings striving to acquire and maintain
Greek paideia in the empire. Thus, Husraw I is said to have read Greek
literary and philosophical works himself, admittedly in Middle Persian
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translation, temporarily granted neo-Platonists who were driven out of
Athens hospitality, encouraged scholastic discourses at court and collected
Greek scientific books. The Syrian (mainly Nestorian) Christians played a
decisive role in the imparting of Greek knowledge to the Persians (and
later the Arabs). Members of the so-called ‘Persian school’ which moved
from Edessa to Nisibis are an example of such Christians. The kings used
Christian bishops and scholars also as envoys and counsellors, and
Nestorians skilled in medicine and familiar with Greek medicine founded
the excellent reputation of the academy of Jundaisabiir in Xdzistin which
continued beyond Sasanian time. Through the Sasanians, by the way, not
only did medical and pharmaceutical literature from East and West find its
way into Arabian, literature, but, also Roman-Byzantine agricultural
authors, the Almagest of Ptolemy and the Alexander novel (which was
extremely popular with the Sasanian nobility). Sasanian influence in art,
extending way into.the West, is still most easily to be seen in arches and in
textile designs.In'most cases, however, Iranian-Sasanian traditions came to
the Occident through other cultures, above all through the Arabian-Islamic
culture. Whereas the Sasanians showed a keen interest in foreign know-
ledge, including Greek, the Greeks and Romans beyond the borders of the
Iranian empires, on the other hand, hardly made any serious effort to
properly understand the traditions which were prominent in Iran, such as
Zoroastrian worship and world view. Although a wealth of literature about
Zoroaster and the magi were published in the Imperium Romanum, these
so-called Zoroastrian pseudo-epigraphs imparted a totally distorted picture
of Iranian concepts of belief. As for the Roman-Byzantine view of
Sasanians, they very seldom endeavoured to portray them from an
objective and balanced viewpoint but for the most part rather turned
towards older models and/or used what was foreign to present themselves
all the more clearly.

With regard to the interaction between the ancient languages, a clear
imbalance between Iranian loan words in Greek (mainly derived from Old
Iranian) and Greek loan words in Iranian is to be noted. To summarize:
The influence of Greek culture on Iranian and Iranian culture on Greco-
Roman was neither world-shaking nor insignificant, and often enough it
did not take place as a unilateral process of acculturation but as a mutual
re-acculturation giving in turn further impetus, the result of which was very
often something completely new.
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This chapter will attempt to judge the Persian Wars from a new angle.
In particular, the fact that an almost solely Greek standpoint has remained
up to our time and defines our view of the Persian Wars will be taken into
account. During the’ course of its existence, however, this approach
assumed a shape”which does*far from justice to the wide range of Greek
opinions and only in recent times has been recognised and queried as being
stationary and tiedto a certain time. Thus, this article has three aims: to
describe the griginal Greek ‘views’ of the Persians and the Persian Wars, to
demonstrate how these views continued afterwards and were appraised
based on the example of German Ancient History in the 19" and 20"
century, and, finally, to explore the motives the Persians had for their
campaigns against Greece.

Now, were the Persian Wars a turning point in his*ory? Without doubt,
they were for the Athenians of that time who drew not only enormous,
political self-confidence from their victories but also inferred their right to
scorn barbarians and their legitimacy to rule over Hellas from them (both
of which confuse us so much about Athenian democrats today). In dark
hours, they found support in the successes of Marathon and Salamis as
parts of their cultural and, above all, monumental memory, all the more
since the city of Athens never lost its cultural superiority and, conse-
quently, its interpretation supremacy over the Persian Wars. — In a
completely different way, they were for Herodotus who wanted to turn the
past struggle between Greeks and Persians into an example and warning to

his audience about the present situation in the Peloponnesian War. — They
were, in a particular way, for the German scholars of the 19" and 20"
century who were trapped by the Athenian ‘monopolization of the history
of the Persian Wars’ and, in their classicist and European-oriented bias,
were unable not only to present the ancient Persian and modem oriental
clichés correctly but also, in their portrayal, even forgot their methodical
diligence they advocated so much and degraded Herodotus with his many
different ways of inspiration to a catchphrase for their preconceived
opinions. — They were not for the Persian kings who, although they failed
in their attempt to subject the insubordinate inhabitants of Hellas, still
remained the absolute and unchallenged rulers of Asia for another 150
years despite this failure and acted at times even as patrons of general
Greek peace regulations.
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Starting out from the Roman news about Parthian princes in Rome and
their use as pawns in Roman-Parthian matters, the aim of this article is to
examine more closely the historically weighted Augustan or Roman
determination of one’s own cultural identity which still prevails in Europe
today and how the Romans dealt with the cultural otherness of their
political and military opponents in Iran. At the same time, attention wiil be
drawn o the Parthian view of things which has been extremely neglected
in most cases and an attempt will be made to examine the Parthian view of
Rome and the Occident more closely.

The Parthian orbis alter with its intense Scythian, Iranian and Near
Eastern character rightly could haye appeared to many Romans as a foreign
but at the same tine fascinating “outside’ world. But the fact that instead it
appeared to a far greaterdegree as a threatening or degenerated ‘counter’
world was the result‘of the concrete political acting on the part of Roman
statesmen: Crassus who deliberately ended the phase of contractual
relations between Rome and Parthia in the pursuit of his own interests,
Antonius and Caesar who tried to make amends with Carrhae and, by
doing so, only intensified the foe image and war hysteria, finally, Augustus
who, to increase his own auctoriras, refused to recognize the equality of
the Parthians at least ideologically and tried to bring about a Roman
identity by emphasizing the cultural otherness of the enemy as well.

The Parthians, weakened often enough by conflicts between rulers and
the aristocracy, offered Rome ample opportunity to interfere in their
internal affairs. The philhellenism of their kings, both their personal
interest in Greek paideia and culture and their friendship with the Greeks
for reasons of state, was not the answer to Roman civilisatory arrogance
but the fruit of decades of past experience. Besides the Greek-Hellenistic
fundamentals of sovereign legitimacy, sovereign representation and
concept of an empire which were assumed in this period, there were
Iranian traditions right from the start in the Parthian empire which later
became increasingly important in these accounts. Both were referred to in
ideological disputes with Rome, above all the latter was used to measure
the sovereign qualities of the pretenders to the throne sent by Rome, either
solicited or unsolicited.

Tiridates or Vonones who numbered among them did not cope with
either world, neither ideologically nor concretely, because they, as play-
things of the Roman emperor and the Parthian aristocracy, were not
capable of defining the set of rules for these worlds on their own. In this
respect, Tacitus (Ann. 6,32) describes in a vivid and at the same time
topical fashion the fate of the last of the four Parthian princes who had
been sent to Rome and had been granted a virtually royal status there by
Augustus to meet all contingencies.
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In the Late Sasanian or even Islamic period, Middle Persian texts were
written which either emulated the Avesta as commentating literature or
were part of the court tradition with their epic form or as oral poetry. At the
end of the reign of Husraw II (590-628), something similar to an ‘Iranian
National History’ in the form of the Xwaddy-ndmag ('Book of Lords”)
originated, a semi-official history of lran dating from the first world king
Gayomard to the regency of Husraw and which for the first time set down
in writing a long\oral tradition of relating history. This history, conceived
as well to_satisfy the needs of Iranian subjects by remembering Iran’s
glorious past in the face of a rather gloomy present, and which is preserved
only in excerpts, translations and later revisions, relates of the reigns of
fifty kings and queens and is defined by certain ‘cycles of legends or
myths’. What is interesting in it is that ‘heroic’ times generally make way
for periods in which visionaries, holy persons or ‘prophets’ pose ethical
and moral gquestions and allow the wars to slip to the background. With
regard to genre, the ‘National History' is a mixture of heroic material,
maxims of kings and ‘wise men’, priestly discussions, philosophical obser-
vations, moral dictates, royal testaments and speeches from the throne,
referring again and again to questions of justice, religiosity and exemplary
life. The “Book of Lords™ was not only a semi-official ‘history book" but
also an instrument of literary entertainment and social education. It was
supposed to proclaim the moral and politically based social ideals or the
virtues of the subjects on which the Sasanian kings saw their sovereignty
established and with whose help it was to survive. The lives of kings,
heroes and ‘wise men’ formed the background against which such ideals
could be illustrated, with the difference between myth, legend and
historical fact being of secondary importance.

In this ‘National History’, Rum has become a metaphor for the neigh-
bouring states and, for the most part, opponents of the Iranians in the West,
similar to Turan in the East. In one manuscript, Salm, a son of Fredon,
even becomes the founder of the dynasty of Rum. Time and again, the
rulers and inhabitants of Rum play a role in Iranian history (Alexander,
Kawus and Gushtasp at the ‘emperor’s court’, Humay triumphs over Rum
and has prisoners erect buildings in Stakhr, etc.).

Starting out from a summary of Iranian-western relations in pre-Sasan-
ian time, the article discusses various points: a) the diversity of Sasanian-
Roman/Byzantine relations {(of military, diplomatic and ‘ideological’
nature); b) the history of the origin of the ‘lranian National History’; c) the
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question of how and when Rum entered into this ‘history’; d) the question
of which features and which role were assigned to the rulers and
inhabitants of Rum within Iranian history (image of the foreigner and
identity); e) the question of how the image of Rum determined later Iranian
tradition. In this respect, the following points must be remembered for
Sasanian time: The account of Romano-Sasanian relations in the Xwaddy-
ndmag and its oral forerunners did not aim at determining the exact reasons
for the conflicts between Iran and Rome. Where allusions to historical
events are discernible at all and events and characters are not confused and
mixed up, everything is determined by the effort to make Rum appear as
the arch-enemy of Iran and to be able to tell entertaining and didactic
stories about the encounters between East and West. A good example of
this is the account of the life-of the famous Sasanian king Shabuhr II in
Firdausi’s Shahndmeh. His biography is nothing more than a description of
his (unhistorical) tescue from Roman captivity with the help of a pretty
young maiden of Iranian descent, and of his punitive Arabian war and two
campaigns against the Romans which prove to be a mixture of the wars of
his time and those of the time of Shabuhr 1. It is also in the reign of
Shabuhr II that Mani, coming from China, is said to have been killed.

Initially unwilling to make themselves stand out at the cost of their royal
Parthian predecessors, the new kings, in the course of time and in
collaboration with the Zoroastrian clergy, gave the ‘National History’ a
special Sasanian touch. They did so especially in the second half of their
reign, then with obviously anti-Parthian intentions. Rum, as a metaphor for
the neighbours and the historical as well as contemporary enemies in the
West, now included the Byzantines. As with the Romans, we do not get
much reliable historical information about them. The special character of
the Sasanian view of history becomes particularly obvious through
episodes which are related to Byzantium, but are anachronistically moved
back to the time of the Kayanids. Thus, Kai Kawus is said to have
dispatched an envoy to the Roman emperor, the young Gushtasp to have
made a journey to Rum and to have married a Byzantine princess.
However, the late Sasanian revision of the ‘National History’ led to two
remarkable changes, as far as the enemies of Iran are concerned: On the
one hand, probably as a result of the disastrous invasions of Hephtalites
and Turks, the role of Turan became more important than that of Rum
(finally leading to an identification of Turanians and Turks). On the other
hand, within secular tradition, the pseudo-Callisthenic Alexander in Iranian
shape supplemented Alexander the Great as the destroyer of Iranian
greatness; he thus became a son of Dara and of the daughter of the king of
Rum.
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Already published from this Collection:

- Histoire de L'Empire Perse de Cyrus a Alexander
Pierre Briant /Nahid Foroughan (Two Volumes)

- Les Lnscriptions de La Perse Achemenide

Pierre Lecoq / Nazila Khalkhali

- Grundziige der Parthischen Geschichte

Klaus Shippman/ Houshang Sadegi

- Grun v:;ugt der Gesqh:chte des Sasanidischen Reiches
Klaus Shi ppnw?"Kel kavoos Jahandari

- Essa)ks\mxlarathustra and Zoroastrianism
Jsm“l"l(llens /Ahmad Reza Ghaemmaghami

- Rom und Das Perserreich

Zwei Weltmachte, Zwischen Konfrontation und Koexistenz
Engellbert Winter/ Beate Dignas/ Keikavoos Jahandari

- Die, dunklen Jahrhundente’der Persis
Josef Wiesehofer / Houshang Sadeghi

- Suse
Pierre Amiet / Ali Moosavi

- A Political History The Achaemenid Empire
M.A, Dandamaev/ Farid . J. Kalam

- Iraniens, Grecs et Romains / Josef Wiesehofer / Jamshid Arjmand

To be Published from this collection:

- The Culture And Social Institutions of Ancient Iran/
M.A. Dandamaev

- Das Partherreich und Seine Zeugnisse

Josef Wieshofer/ Houshang Sadeghi and Farid . J. Kalam

- The old Persian inscriptions of Nagsh - e- Rustam

and Persepolis / Rudiger Schmitt /Ali Shahidi

- The Bisitun inseriptions of Darius the Great Old Persian Text
Rudiger Schmitt / Ali Shahidi / Javad Neyestany
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Academic Advisors:
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Professor B. Gharib
Tehran University
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Professor Javad Neyestany
Tarbiat Modares University
Daryush Shayegan

Chairman, Farzan Publishers




Ancient Iranian Studies Series
The Ancient Iranian Studies will be divided in five categories:

} (1) History of Ancient Iran:
(a) History and Art of Elamite and Achaemendid Susa;
jtﬂ Hlsto ‘6f the Achaemenid Period;

ry of Seleucid Iran;
istory of Arsacid Iran;

(E) History of Sasanian Iran;

(2) History of Ancient Iranian Religions:
(a) History of Zoroastrianism;
(b) History of Manicheism in Ancient Iran:
(c) History of the Nestorian Church in Ancient Iran;
(d) History of Iranian Jewry in Ancient Iran;

f(3) Introductory Manuals in Ancient and Middle Iranian
Languages:
(a) Introduction to the Old and Young Avestan
Language;
(b) Introduction to the Old Persian Language;
(c) Introduction to the Sogdian Language;
(d) Introduction to the Khotanese Language;
(e) Introduction to the Pahlavi Language;
(f) Introduction to Middle Persian and Parthian

(4) Ancient Iranian Source Material:

Les Inscription de la Perse Achemenide

Bisitun, Naghsh-i Rustam and Persepolis Inscription
(5) History of Oral Literary Traditions:

Epos and History in Ancient Iran




An(:lent ]ranlan tudles Serles
Farzan Pubhshmg

: First, it seeks'throuuh.tﬁe anslation, publication and dissemination
'pf recently published,’ or of yet unpublished, works of scholarship to
] - provide a new. atform, whereupon interested layman and specialists
of Ancientdfah alike could draw, thereby remedying the present lacunanyd &3
itate of knowledge on Ancient Iran ( a fact most visible in references 5
5 o antiquated works of scholarship and in works of synthesis in Irz-mm.Il
roper} N
Second, it intends to increase interest in the history, languages, and -
Bteligions of Ancient Iran by exposing the nature of recent debates in
L§Vestern scholarship, hence exploiting a vague and passive awareness .
Bf Ancient Iran and turning it into an informed and pro-active reception
that could impact the nature of historical and cultural discourses in Iran; g
Third, it aims to promote and uphold the heritage of Ancient Iran g
gin.the absence of state sponsorship and despite ideologically inspired
_f;.ipterest in things ancient [ranian by relying on the contributions of -
;" piivate citizens throughout the world.
: Et mm view of the production of the Ancient Iranian Studies Series, the .z
Ik

ﬁ)
P
¥

arzan Publishing House has decided to request the sponsorship of °
Bmirers and promoters of Iranian culture, whose generous contributions
i be duly acknowledged following the publication of each supported
fUme.
~The Farzan Publishing House was established in the year 1994 in
order to promote the translation and publication of influential Western
: ,{arks on Philosophy, Social Sciences, Art and Literature, as well as
e presentation of original critical works by Iranian thinkers. Beside ‘&
bublishing business, Farzan Publishing has also served as a forum, 4
grein influential lectures on topics of cultural and social relevance -4
Btiave been held on a monthly basis.
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M. Nasser Moussavi for supporting
the Ancient Iranian Studies;

Collection. Thanks to their moral
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