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The death has been announced of Hassan Arsanjani, former Minister of Agriculture,
powerful, dogged and well-informed. In his twenties he was appointed assistant to the
then Prime Minister Qavam. Amini promoted him to the Ministry of Agriculture where
he remained on my appointment as Prime Minister. He had already embarked on land
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reform and I would brook no changes whilst the scheme was under way. Besides which
he was a personal friend. His only weakness was a burning conviction that whatever he
said was automatically correct and that whatever suited him must be good for others.
For the most part his qualitics as a public servant far outweighed his defects. But
towards the end he came to see himself as the hero of land reform and created problems
by his intrasigence towards official policy. HIM instructed me to sack him but then
appointed him ambassador to Rome. ..

(The Shah and I: The Confidential Diary of Iran’s Royal Court, 1969-1977.

Asadollah Alam. Introduced and Edited by Alinaghi Alikhani. London: I.B. Tauris &

Co., 1991. p. 72)
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