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Inside a secret military technology supermarket in Kyiv

our team , able to visit a very special business in Kyiv selling technology freshly
captured on the Ukrainian front. Run by a veteran of the Ukrainian counter-
intelligence services, the premises are very popular with Western intelligence

agencies who come here to do their shopping.

In the heart of Kyiv, on the east bank of the Dnieper, nestled among the huge grey
tower blocks left over from the Soviet era, sits a warehouse with unique contents.
Loki, its owner, is a veteran of Ukrainian counter-intelligence (SBU) special group
Alpha. Having fought on all fronts in Ukraine since the Russian invasion in
February 2022, he decided to hang up his uniform in October after being

wounded.
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Loki has since got involved in the highly lucrative trade in Russian and Western
technology captured on the battlefield. An expert in drones, electronic warfare
and telecommunications systems, he can count on his extensive network of
friendships forged in the mud of the trenches to collect his "war treasures". As he

repeatedly said, "in Ukraine, everyone has a price and everything can be bought".

Drones galore

Over the past six months, Loki has amassed a vast haul of tactical drones used by
the Russian military, including Orlan-10 and 30 drones, the jamming and
interception (SIGINT) versions, and Supercam S350 drones. He can also offer a
drone that is quite rare on the battlefield, the Merlin-VR. The wrecks he sells are
in very good condition despite having crashed. The optronic balls and sensors are
functional, as Intelligence Online was able to confirm. At the entrance to the
warehouse are five different versions of Russia's Geran-5 (formerly Shahed-136)
kamikaze drone. Some are black, while the older versions are metallic grey.

According to Loki, this is his flagship product for his Western customers.

The most valuable treasure is tucked away in the heart of the warehouse, more
than 30 Russian electronic warfare systems. Some are mounted on Russian KamAz
chassis, such as his two R-330 ZH Zhitel and MKTK-1A Dziudoiststations. The rest
are compact, portable SIGINT systems collected during trench assaults. Loki can
offer several SIGINT stations of the Pole-21, Artykul and Strizh-3 types. These

systems are crucial for jamming and intercepting telecommunications as well as
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for anti-drone warfare.

Numerous Russian hardened telecommunications systems of the Azart, Akvedut,
Namotka-KS and Arakhis types are also stored haphazardly on a workbench in the
warehouse. In recent weeks, Loki has also been offering Russia's Planshet-A
artillery coordination tactical data fusion interface, recently captured from the

enemy on the battlefield.

Very special customers

According to him, his clientele consists mainly of Western intelligence services
and arms manufacturers looking for Russian technology in good condition to
dissect. The most recent client to walk through the doors of his secret
supermarket was the Swedish intelligence service (Sapo), interested in the latest
model of the Geran-5 kamikaze drone. The system has special radar-absorbing
paint and incorporates a hack of the Starlink terminal to better navigate Ukrainian

territory.

Loki claims to have sold them a model in very good condition. It was found
abandoned in a field, with no noticeable damage to its airframe, a few weeks ago.
An officer friend from an air defence unit stationed on the outskirts of the capital
sold it to him for the modest sum of $10,000. The Swedes paid a significant

amount for it, Loki says with a smile.
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France's special services are also among his customers. They are keen on the
Russian communications devices that Loki has in his catalogue. They recently took
an interest in the latest generation Hranit R48U.3 system. Americans, meanwhile,
are keen on the Western drones that Loki occasionally has in his catalogue. He
currently has on offer a FlyEye drone made by Poland's WB Electronics and a DT-
46 from French drone manufacturer Delair. Both devices were found by friends on
the battlefield, who bring them to Loki whenever they come to the Ukrainian

capital for a spot of R&R.




