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Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?
Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate.

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date.
Sometime to0o hot the eye of heaven shines,

And often is his gold complexion dimmed;

And every fair from fair sometime declines,

By chance, or nature’s changing course, untrimmed:
But thy eternal summer shall not fade

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st,

Nor shall Death brag thou wand’rest in his shade
When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st.
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So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

William Shakespeare
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Most parents these days have to rely on their force of personality and whatever
love and respect they can inspire to exert any influence over their children at all, but
there is still an awful lot of parental authority that big money can buy. Multi-
millionaires have more of everything than ordinary mortals, including more parent
power, and their sons and daughters have about as much opportunity to develop
according to their own inclinations as they would have had in the age of absolute
monarchy.

The rich still have families.
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The great divide between the generations, which is so much taken for granted
that no one remarks on it any longer, is the plight of the lower and middle classes,
whose children begin to drift away as soon as they are old enough to go to school.
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The parents cannot control the school, and have even less say as to what company
and ideas the child will be exposed to; nor can they isolate him from the public
mood, the spirit of the age. It is an often heard complaint of the middle-class
mother, for instance, that she must let her children watch television for hours on
end every day if she is to steal any time for herself. The rich have no such problems;
they can keep their offspring busy from morning to night whitout being near them
for a minute more than they choose to be, and can exercise almost total control over
their environment. As for schooling, they can hand-pick tutors with sound views to
come to the children, who may never leave the grounds their parents own, in town,
in the country, by the sea, unless for an exceptionally secure boarding school or a
well-chaperoned trip abroad.
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The scientist, the god not alone of the common man’s but of everyone’s idolatry,
may yet prove to be the most dcstructive of our deities. And this threat constitutes
the principal reason why the humanities should always receive the major priority in
the education of everyone. For if the potential scientist had been humanized before
he entered on his scientific activities, he could never become as insensitive as the
modern scientist generally is to the needs of humanity.

The condition which may cause the scientist, unwittingly, to put a term to the
existence of man is his training as a scientist, training which essentially serves to put
him out of touch with humanity, to dehumanize him. I cannot flatter myself that
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there will be any kind of commotion at this statement; I wish there were, but it is
either true or it is not that most scientists are, as a result of their training, nothing
more than glorified technicians with a Ph. D. degree. The specialized training that
most scientists receive narrows their vision to a tiny area on the retinas of their
minds.
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And the more the scientist comes to focus on his small area of knowl-edge, the
more constricted become his intellectual horizons. Of course, there are notable
exceptions, and while they are many, I am sure they are not nearly as numerous as
the narrow specialists. It is a real question whether the danger of the specialized
scientist will be recognized in time and something done to avert the disaster into
which these trained automata may yet lead us. And therein lies the tragedy of the
automated, unwitting scientist, for he has become an unwitting instrument of the
aims and purposes-of others.
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Fire! fire! What terrible words to hear when one wakes up in a strange house in
the middle of the night! It was a large, old wooden house—the sort that burns
beautifully—and my room was on the top floor. I jumped out of bed, opened the
door and stepped out into the passage. It was full of thick smoke.

I began to run, but as I was still only half-awake, instead of going towards the
stairs I went in the opposite direction. The smoke grew thicker and I could see
flames all around. The floor became hot under my bare feet. I found an open door
and ran into a room to get to the window. But before I could reach it, one of my feet
caught in something soft and I fell down. The thing I had fallen over felt like a
bundle of clothes, and I picked it up to protect my face from the smoke and heat.
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Just then the floor gave way under me and I crashed to the floor below with pieces of
burning wood all around me.

I saw a flaming doorway in front, put the bundle over my face and ran. My feet
burned me terribly, but I got through. As I reached the cold air outside, my bundle
of clothes gave a thin cry. I nearly dropped it in my surprise. Then I saw a crowd
gathered in the street. A woman in a night-dress and a borrowed man’s coat
screamed as she saw me and came running madly.

My baby! My baby! she cried. The crowd cheered wildly as she took the smoke-
blackened bundle out of my arms. I had some difficulty in recognizing her. She was
the Mayor’s wife, and I had saved her baby. I was a hero.
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We have come home prlotel 4 ¢
from the bloodless wars Srir e 2§ )
With sunken hearts o3 bl olgls L
Our boots full of pride S sl plikass
From the true massacre of the soul lo T 85 bl k2S5
When we have asked

o 4{0@1—
‘ What does it cost s

To be loved and left alone’

We have come home
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But it is not the time

to lay wreaths

For yesterday’s crimes.

Night threatens

Time dissolves;

And there is no acquaintance
With tomorrow.

The gurgling drums

Echo the stars

The forest howls

And between the trees

The dark sun appears.

We have come home

When the dawn falters
Singing songs of other lands
The death march

Violating our ears

Knowing all our love and tears

Determined by the spinning coin.

We have come home
To the green foothills

To drink from the cup

Of warm and mellow bird song

To the hot beaches
Where boats go out to sea

Threshing the ocean’s harvest
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And the hovering, plunging i JU 19p 53 S b2 OB 4

Gliding gulls shower kisses on the waves. LS 0 Ty i 9 T g0 295
We have come home S g Ob 4w ) el
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and thundering rain

The famine, the drought
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The sodden spirit S F S ray
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of the flesh

That spirit which asks no favour

;}C‘:L_.’-J‘?Afu’))
] g gai Ol )

=
=
-
2
-
e
g
=
g
=
-
=]
-
=]

of the world

But to have dignity
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