
rant (verb, noun) — to speak or shout in a loud, angry, or impassioned way 

• He started to rant about how unfair the system was. 

• I’m tired of her constant rants about politics. 

 

solid (adjective) — reliable, good, or of strong quality 

• She gave a solid performance in the final. 

• That’s a solid plan — let’s go for it. 

 

barely (adverb) — almost not; only just 

• I barely passed the exam. 

• We could barely hear each other over the noise. 

 

surprise, surprise (phrase) — used sarcastically to say something is not 

surprising at all 

• He forgot my birthday again — surprise, surprise. 

• The meeting was delayed — surprise, surprise. 

 

harass (verb) — to annoy or trouble someone repeatedly 

• Stop harassing your sister. 

• She was harassed by constant phone calls. 

 

rote-learn (verb) — to memorize information by repeating it without 

understanding 

• In some schools, students just rote-learn facts. 

• I had to rote-learn all the capitals for the quiz. 



 

no wonder (phrase) — it’s not surprising 

• No wonder you’re tired — you’ve been working nonstop. 

• He’s always late. No wonder no one trusts him. 

 

investigate (verb) — to carefully examine a situation to learn the facts 

• The police are investigating the robbery. 

• I need to investigate this topic before I write my essay. 

 

nonstop (adjective, adverb) — without a break or pause 

• He talks nonstop about football. 

• We worked nonstop for twelve hours. 

 

half the time (phrase) — in many or most cases; often 

• Half the time I don’t know what he’s saying. 

• I forget my phone at home half the time. 

 

ghost (verb) — to suddenly cut off all communication with someone 

• She ghosted me after our third date. 

• Don’t just ghost your friends — tell them if something’s wrong. 

 


