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List of exercises

1 bad 43 for, from 85 throw, turn
2 hig 44 in 86 Mixed verbs
3 dead 45  off 87 Mixed verbs
4 flat 46 on 88 Banking
5 good 47 out, over 8 Banking
6 hard 48 round, to, under, up, within 90 Business
7 high 49 be 91 Buyingand selling
8 hot 50 break, bring 92 Health, illness, death
9 long 51 cdl, carry, catch 93 Motoring
10 old 52 come 94 Politicsand government
11 short 53 cut,do %5  The Stock Exchange
12  thick, thin A get 96 Telephoning
13 end 55 go 97 Travel
14 line 5% hang, have 98 Work and industrial relations
15 matter 57 hold 99 Animas
16 mind 58 keep 100 Animas
17 point 59 look 101 Colours
18 bring 60 make 102 Colours
19 way 61 pass, play 103  number
20 word 62 put 104 one
21 world 63 run 106 two, three, etc.
22 Al 64 see 106 size inch, mile
23  how 65 set 107 arm, back, blood, bone
24 it assubject 66 sit, stand 108 brain, chest, ear, elbow
25 itasobject 67 take 109 eye
26 that 68 turn 110 face, finger
27 there 69 Nominalized forms 111 foot, feet, hair
28 too 70 Nominalized forms 112 hand
29 what 71 break, bring 113 head
30 Noun phrases 72 come 114 heart, hed, leg
31 Noun phrases 73 do 115 neck
32 Adjectivet noun 74 get 116 nose, shoulder
33 Adjectivet noun 7 gve 117 skin, toe
34 Adjectivet noun 76 go 118 tongue, tooth, teeth
35 Pairsof adjectives 77 have (got) 119 day
36 Pairsof nouns 78  keep 120 hour, minute, moment, night
37 Pairsof adverbs 79 make 121 time
38 Pairsof verbs 80 play, pull 122 Comparisonswithas. . .as
39 ldentical pairs 81 Mixed verbs 123 Comparisonswithas. . .as
40 above, across, after, against 82 put 124 Comparisonswithlike
41 a 83  see, stand 125 Comparisonswithlike
42 behind, below, by 84 take



| ntroduction

About this book

English Idioms: Exerciseson Idiomsisone of two practice bookswhich
accompany the reference volume English Idioms (fifth edition, 1988)
by Seidl and McMordie. It isarevised, up-dated edition of Idioms
in Practice(1982).

Exerciseson Idioms has been written for adolescent and adult learners
who wish towiden their knowledge of, and improve their ability to
use, idiomatic English. Itissuitable for all learners from an
intermediate level upwards, either as afirst exercise book on idioms
or asarevision and practice book.

Contents

The book contains 125 exercises on all the types of idioms
presented in English dioms. Over 800 of the most common idioms
are practised and tested by means of avariety of exercise types.

Organization

Theorder of the exercises follows the arrangement of the reference
volume English Idioms, where al the idioms practised are explained
and illustrated with examples. Page references to English Idiomsare
given at the beginning of each exercise. Exercises are also clearly
labelled to show the structures or items being practised.

How to use the book

Exerciseson Idioms can be used as a classroom or self-study
companion to English Idioms. It can also be used on itsown by
students wishing to revise their knowledge of idioms. T he answer
key provides an instant check.

In the classroom the book isan ideal supplement to a course book
or grammar. Exercises can be worked through in the order in which
they appear, or individual verbs, structuresor key words can be
chosen for practice according to need and interest.



Complete the sentences with
the correct idiomin the correct
form.

a bad lot

bein someone'sbad books

Zo from bad to worse

a bad patch

give something up as a bad job
make the best of a bad job

Substitute for the phrasein
italicsan idiom from thelist with
the same meaning.

a big hit

makeit big

abig noise

a bigmouth

givesomeonea big hand

in abigway

Key wordswith idiomatic uses

Adjectivesand adver bs

1 bad 11415

| started a crossword puzzle last night, but it was too difficult for
me, so | soon
gaveit up asabad job

Liz asked me to wash the dishes but | forgot, so I'm afraid

I .

Don't trust Barry Parker. He's alwaysin trouble with the police.
In my opinion he's

Thereisn't much chance of getting a job in this part of the
country. The unemployment figures have risen again here. The
situation
The British economy has certainly been goingthrough
but there are definite signs of improvement now.

John couldn't persuade the bank to lend him asmuch as he
wanted, so he's going to and sell hiscar to pay for the
repairs to the roof.

2 big E115-16)

Alex says he could afford a new Mercedes every year, but | don't
believe him. He's just a boastful talker.
abig mouth

The new teacher isveypopular with the children.

Harry's opening up achain of boutiques on the south coast. He's
going into business on a large scale.
Jefferson's an influentialperson from the Ministry of Defence.
Didn't you know?

Pamela played beautifully in the school concert. The audience
applauded enthusiagtically.




Adjectivesand adverbs 7

Compl ete the sentenceswith
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

be dead against something

make a dead &t at someone
adead loss

adeadend

cut someonedead

dead right

Substitute for the phrase in
italics an idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

go flat out

tell someone flat

and that’s fla

fall flat

knock someone flat

in two minutes flat

w

Peter was hoping to bevery successful in the fashionworld, but he
couldn't get his designs manufactured.

3 dead &116-17)

'Have you been able to persuade your father to buy a computer?
‘No, he theidea.'
isdead against

| had difficulty in finding the way. | took awrong turning and it
was
Why won't Mary speak to me?She simply
yesterday.

You warned methat I'd be sorry if | bought an old car, and you

in the bank

were . I've paid afortune in repairs.

Mark can play the violin beautifully but he's at anything
practical.

David behaved badly during the meeting. He Andrew

without any provocation whatsoever.

4 flat E117-18)

There wasvery little traffic on the motorway, so | droveasfast as|
could al the way and got here early.
went flat out

I won't have your Uncle Fred to stay. Don't ask me again. I've
said no and #t’s my final word.

Jeffwanted to borrow some more money, but | told him quite
definitely that | won't give him any.

TheJacksons were going to buy abigger house, but their plans
didn't materialize because M r Jackson lost his job.

Thetragic newsof Peter's accident stunned me.

I've never seen achild eat so quickly. She finished a plate of
chicken and chipsin no morethan twe minutes!




8 Key wordswith idiomatic uses

What's missing?Complete the
sentencesusing an idiom from
thelist.

dbyou agood turn

be as good as gold

doyou goad

be for good

havea good time

5 good (e118-20)

1 Comeon, takeit! It 2 Now remember, | want you
will . to

3 and send mea 4 | wonder if it will this
postcard. time.

5 Thanksalot. Let me know if
lcanever . .




Adjectivesand adverbs 9

Compl ete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.

Substitute for the phrase in
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

high and low

high and dry

get on one'shigh horse

bein high spirits

be for the high jump

a high flyer

6 hard Ei20-1

The management is determined to with the union and
refuse al their demands.

playhardtoget haveahardtime takeahardline
takeahardline

Motorists have been by the sudden risein the price of
petrol.

hardpressed hard to please hard hit hard up

Can you give me for the use of the present perfect?

ahardnuttocrack ahardline ahard and fastrule

Thisshop won't accept credit cardsor cheques, only .
the hard stuff hard cash

We askedJoanna Walker to be our guest speaker, but she hasn't
definitely accepted yet. She's obviously

drivinga hard bargain takinga hard line playinghard to get

| need anew coat but | can't afford one. I'm abit __ atthe
moment.

hard hit hardpressed hard up hard te please

7 high @121-2

Philip isaiming at getting aseat on the board of directors. | don't
think he has the necessary experience, but he dwayswasa very
ambitious person.

ahigh flyer

| think Rachel must have had some good news. She hasheenina
very cheerful mood all day.

| bought some new gloveslast week and now | can't find them.
I've looked everywherepossiblefor them.

David could be quite anice person to work with, if only he didn't
behavein an arrogant manner every time you asked him hisopinion.
If the teacher finds out that you cheated in the maths test you'll

be due for severe punishment.

| missed both the last bus and the last train. If | hadn't found a
taxi | would have been |eft isolated.




10 Key words with idiomatic uses

Which is correct?

Explain the meaning of the
idiomsin italics.

8 hot &2

An area of political unrest or dangeriscaled _.__.

ahotseat ahot/ine ahot spot

If you are'hot on something' you —_.

likeit verymuch arevery knowledgeableaboutit want to haveit
very much

If you 'blow hot and cold' you
arefedingill areundecided areveryangy

If you 'make it hot for someone' you .

warm up the roomfor him makethings difficult for him  make him
angry

Someone whoiisirritated or annoyed issaidtobe .

in hot water pipinghot hot under the collar

9 long (123

'Did you enjoy the film on Channel 4 last night? 'It wasn't bad,
but the story was too long drawn out in my opinion.'
slow-moving, lengthy

Jan gave me three good reasons why she can't come to Rome
with me, but thelong and the short of it is that she doesn't want to.
| know it's a long shot, but couldn't the missing report have been
sent to head office by mistake?

Penny knows just what she wantsin life. She's a girl whowill goa
long way.

James isworking hard learning Russian. He's convinced that it
will beworth it in thelong term.

‘Either we pay alot of money for repairs and rust removal, or we
sell the car and buy asmaller second-hand one." 'If you ask me,
it's asbroad asit'slong.




Adjectivesand adverbs 11

Which iscorrect?

Complete the sentences with
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

10 old i123-4

A narrow-minded person with old-fashioned ideas can be
cdled

anodhand theold man anold fogey

A male person of authority can becalled

theold school theold man  achip off the old block

A person with alot of experience, skill or practice can be
caled .

anodhand theoldschodl anold flame

A son/daughter very like his/her father in character is
cdled .

odhat achipofftheddblock an old fogey

A person onewas attracted toin the past iscalled .
anoldhand an old flame theold school

11 short (E124-5)

I'm surprised to see that you the report. | thought it
would take you much longer.

fall shortof goshortof make short work of

made short work of

I'm afraid I've of coffee. Would you like tea instead?
betaken short goshort runshort

| was christened Elizabeth, but most people call meBeth .
inshort at short notice for short

Wedidn't enjoy the film very much. It our expectations,
after all the talk about it and the good write-up in the press.

fall shortof run shortof beshort with

Her letter is . It just saysthat she won't be coming after
all.

inshort supply shortand tothepoint at short notice

What he's suggestingis — fraud. | want nothing to do with
it.

littleshortof shortof a short cut




12  Keywordswith idiomatic uses

12 thick,thin «12s-6

Which idiom with thick or thin
describesthe picture?

N

)y

-

LN

\;"(/:,‘?%%%
J 1Y)

Lo,

1 He'shavingathintime. 2 Heéslayingiton thick.
thin on top. in thethick of it.
got a thick skin. skating on thinice.

3 They'reinthethick of it. 4 He'svanished into thinair.

laying it on thick. asthinasarake.
skating on thinice. thethin end of the wedge.

5 They're thick on theground.
asthick astwo short
planks.
asthick asthieves.




Nouns 13

Substitute for the phrasein

italics an idiom from the list with

the same meaning.

at theend of the day

Qo off at the desp end

tonoend

make ends meet

get hold of the wrong end of the
gick

intheend

Substitute for the phrasein
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.
somewherealongtheline

drop someonealline

fall into line with something

take the line of least resstance

get a line on someone

right down theline

Nouns

13 end E126-7)

With higher taxes, lower profit marginsand reduced export
opportunities small businesses can hardly managewith themong
thgearn.

make ends meet

| tried to explain to Pete how the accident happened, but when
he saw the damage to hiscar he becameangry and started
shoutingat me.

Jane asked Bill if he had time to drive her home, but he
misunderstood her intention and asked her over to hisflat.

We had to fight with the finance department to persuade them
not to cut our production budget, but finally we won.

Weéve tried several timesto persuade Dad to come and live with
us, but it's al invain. He wantsto stay in hisown house.

| admit that Babsis sometimes arrogant, but when all has been
considered, she's the best player in the team and she deservesto
be captain.

14 line E127-9)

Don't forget to writeto us assoon asyou arrive.
dropusaline

'Has Max decided how to get out of hisdilemma? 'No, but if |
know Max, helllfind the easiest way of doingit.

‘The drop in profits proves that we adopted the wrong
advertising policy.' 'Yes, it's clear that we made the wrong
decisionsat every dage’

These calculationsaren't correct. At somedage! must have made
amistake.

You can't expect Gina to agreeto acognt our proposal if you don't
give her dl the details.

If you want to find out information about Walker for your
newspaper article, ask Carol Richards. She used to work with
him.




14 Keywordswith idiomatic uses

Compl ete the sentences by
choosing the correctidiom.
no laughing matter

no matter who

a matter of opinion

a matter of time

a matter of /ife and death

a matter of concern

Explain the meaning of the
idiomsin italics.

Compl ete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.

15 matter €i29)
John's my nephew and hisfuture is naturally tome.
amatter of concern

Harry istaking the exam too seriously. From what he says, you
would think passingitis .

2 If there are any phone calls, itis, tell them I'm not here.

Whether state education or private education is best for achild
is

4 Gerad s%tysit's beingin hospital with abroken leg.

Jenny hasn't realized her mistake yet, but shewill. It's
just .

16 mind E120-31)

Helen said she'd lend me a book on Chinese music, but she
hasn't brought it with her. 1t must have slipped her mind.
Shemust haveforgotten about it.

I bea good mind to take this pullover back to the shop and
complain. When | washed it the colour came out.

| can't make up my mindwhether to accept the job in New
Zealand or go to Brussels where I'll earn more money.

A family in Madrid isadvertising for an exchange student for the
summer. |'ve Aalf a mind to write to them.

Maureen seemsvery preoccupied this morning. She must havea
lot on her mind.

If I wereyou, | wouldn't let your father-in-law interfere so
much. It's time you spokeyour mind and told him that you can
bring the children up yourself.

17 point E131-2

In my opinion, Brian's much too young to get married. But what
I thinkis . Henever listenstowhat | say.

thestickingpoint asorepoint besidethe point

beside the point




Nouns 15

Complete the sentences by

choosing the correct idiom.

not quite the thing
just one of thosethings
just thething

athing of the past

a near thing
surething!

I know you never lend things, but and |let me borrow
your guitar. | promise I'll take good care of it.

misSthe point  dretchapoint  cometo the point

Don't waste so much time! and let's get on with the rest
of the business.

sethepoint  wander off the point  get to the point

I'm afraid | can't writing asix-page letter when you
could settle the matter in two minutes on the telephone.

makea point of beonthe point of seethe point of

| suppose | could write along | etter of complaint to the
manufacturers, but then, . They won't give me anew
washing machine.

what’s moretothe point  that'sthewholepoint  what'sthe point?
John probably told you that he had no trouble gettinginto
university, but ___ hehad four refusals before he finally got a
place.

not to put tee fire apointonit in point of fact point taken

18 thing E133)

Fiona never mentions her ex-husband. Her marriage
is to her.
athingof the past

'Did Tony passthe exam? 'Yes, but only just. Histeacher told
himthatitwas = _ .

'‘Could you post these letters for me?' ‘. I'm just on my
way to the post office.'

You can't possibly invite guests to the reception and expect them
to pay for food and drinks themselves. It's _

'Would thisscrewdriver be of help?'Oh, itwouldbe
Barbaralost her purse and she's very upset about it. It's
unfortunate, but




16  Keywordswith idiomatic uses

Substitute for the phrase in
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

Qo out of one'sway

Qo One'sown way

mend one'sways

haveit both ways

have one'sown way

havea way with something

Compl ete the sentences with
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

19 way E133-5

Don and Sally did everything possible to help me when my wife
wasin hospital.
went out of their way

Mary's got avery strong personality. She aways managesto get
what shewants.

Y ou want plenty of free time and asuccessful career, but you
can't havetwo opposing things. Either get adecent job or bea
drop-out.

Steve does nothing but enjoy himself at university. If he doesn't
improve hisattitude and do some work, helll fail the final exams.
All dogs and horses seem to loveJane. She obviously hasa talent
for dealing with animals.

Bill won't listen to anyone's advice on careers. He's determined
to do thingsindependently, even if he makes mistakes.

20 word (135-6)

Lucy said that she'd baby-sit for us on Saturday evening, so as
long as she , Well be ableto go to the concert after all.
keep one'sword havethelast word  minceone'swords
keepsher word

Barry swears that heisn't responsible for the damage and since |
can't proveit, Pll haveto __ _

havethelast word goback onong'sword take someone'sword for it
It's no usetranslating idioms . They hardly ever make
sense.

inaword word perfecc  word for word by word of mouth

Helen's been neglecting her homework lately. PIl _— with
her parentsabout it.

havewords havethelastword havea word

It's no usetrying to argue with Father. He's adwaysconvinced
that he's right and headways .

givesomeoneone'sword minceone'swords  havethelast word
ThisisEmma's birthday present, but remember, or
you'll spoil the surprise.

that's not theword forit  from theword go  mum’s the word




Miscellaneous 17

Explain the meaning of the
idiomsinitalics.

Whichiscorrect?

21 world E137)

Mick's father has offered to buy him a new guitar, but hewon't
part with hisold one, not for the world.
under nocircumstances

Sheilasays she doesn't want to have a career and getoninthe
world. She's much happier helpingJim at the garage.

Charles has got to know ayoung artist. He says her paintingsare
really out of this world.

MrsBriggs used to run her own business, but now she's working
as ashop assistant. Why has she suddenly come down in the world?
Harry's obviously feeling on top of the world this morning. He's
laughing and jokingwith everyone.

No onewould think that Brian and Gordon are brothers.
They're worlds apart.

Miscellaneous

22 al E137-41)

When aperson sayshe's'dl in' it means .

hehasarrived heisveytired hekas finished packing

When aperson isdescribed asbeing 'al there' itmeans .
hehasarrived hehasgot everything heisclever and alert

When something is described asbeing ‘dl therage' it .
isvery popular makes peopleangry ison fire

When someone says'for dl | care' it indicates that he
caresalot doesn't careat all

If something costs'al of £2000’ it costs _.
lessthan £2000 exactly £2000  at least £2000




18 Keywords with idiomatic uses

Compl ete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.
how o earth?

any old how

how come?

and hoM

how’s itgoing?

how about?

Explain the meaning of the
idiomsin itaics.

23 how E 4

I'm afraid Johnny doesn't take much care over his homework.
He usually does it
any old how

If Monday doesn't suit you, Friday?
'I heard that you really enjoyed the musical Cats.' 'Oh yes, we
dd,

Sarah hasn't invited you to her party?1 thought you were
good friends.

do you expect me to get through al thiswork by Friday?
Fred! Nicetoseeyou!

24 itassubject E142-3

It'sa bit off; asking me to baby-sit four timesin one week without
any payment.

itisn't fair

| dropped this glassvase on the kitchen floor. It'sa wonder that it
didn't break.

Bill boiled his nylon shirts and they were al ruined. It bestsme
how anyone could be so stupid.

'‘Both teams are playing well. Who do you think will win? 'Well,
at the moment it'sanybody's guess!

'Shall | buy French wineor Italian?'lt mekesrno odds | can't tell
the difference.’

‘Julialeft her suitcase unattended at Euston Station and it got
stolen.' 'It serves her right. She's dways carel ess with her things.'




What's missing?Complete the
sentences using an idiom from
thelistinthe correct form.
jumptoit!

blast it!

out with it

step on it

takeit or leaveit

deepon it

beat it

catch it

takeit easy
hold it!

3 Hell when his
mother sees what he's done.

6 That's fine. Now .

Miscellaneous 19

25 itasobject E143-9)

1 Well haveto 2 l've since sx o'clock

if wewant to be at the station thismorning. | need arest.
ontime.

4 | told you to clean up your 5 Ifyou for afew weeks,
room an hour ago. Now you'l soon be fit again.
comeon! _

\
2 N %
N o [Q &

7 Three hundred poundsand 8 _ ___.What amessl
not apenny more.




20  Key words with idiomatic uses

Compl ete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.
cometo that

that’s for sure

that doesiit!

that will do

that'storn it!

that'sthe ticket!

Explain the meaning of the
idiomsinitalics.

Comeon, .Tell me 10 | don't need your decision
what really happened at now. Why not and let
school. me know tomorrow.

26 that E149-51)

That's the third time that the baker has given me stale bread. |
shall never buy bread thereagain, !
that'sfor sure

'If that big boy hits me, | shall hit him back.' ° , son!’
Tony looks rather pale today. -, hehasn't looked well for
guite some time now.

, children. There's no need to be rude.
. That dark-haired shop assistant wasrude to me again. |
shall complain to the manageress now.
Oh,no! .| pressed the switch too early and now the
machine's got stuck.

27 there Eis1-3

+ Someone told me that Mary's going into business with Pam. But

I'm sure there'snothing in it. Mary would have told me.

itisn't true

There'snothingto it. Watch carefully and I’ll show you.

| told Christhat | wasshort of money, and helent me some there
and then.

There's nothing else for it. We can't afford to runthe car now, so
well havetosdl it.




Miscellaneous 21

Complete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.
too good to betrue

too funny for words

too much of a good thing

t00 big for one'sboots

tootruel

too many cooks

Substitute for the phrasein
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

what's the game?

hasgot what it takes

knows what's what

what isit to you?

and what not

and what'smore

'Is Brenda's new telephone number six double eight double four
or six double four double eight?'Ah, youbegot methere, I'm
afraid.'

There's no knowing what helll doif he finds out that you lied.

28 toOo (E153-4)

There hewas up the ladder with the bucket of water over his

head! Itwas = _ !
toofunny forwords

N o more chocolate mousse for me, thank you. That would
be __ .

It's best to plan the staff Christmas party yourself. Y ou know
what they say about
| ill can't believethat I've won the painting competition.

It's .

Jeremy used to be so nice, but since he was asked to givea
television interview he's become ..

'The teaching profession used to be highly regarded, but it has
lost alot of itsprestige.’ ‘. | evenfeel sorry for teachers
these days.'

29 what (E155-7)

Why do you want to know how much we borrowed from the
bank?Why doesit interestyou?
What isittoyou?

L ouisewould like to become a concert pianist, but she doesn't
think that she hasgot the necessay qualities.

What are you doing? That money's mine. You can't simply put it
inyour pocket!

She's very good with figures— in addition she can use a
computer.

The shop sells household goods — plastic bowlsand buckets,
brushes and other things of a similar kind.

If you're buying asecond-hand car, ask Tom's advicefirst. He is
very knowledgeable.




22

Complete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.

|diomswith nouns and adjectives

30 Nounphrases iss-63)

They say that every family has , but if this affair becomes
publicit will certainly be the end of Smithson's political career.
anAunt Sally ablot onthelandscape a skeletonin the cupboard
askeleton in the cupboard

Rachel isalwaysday-dreaming, building . It's time she
came down to earth and fbund herself a job.

pieinthesky cadtlesintheair atower of strength

| told you that after afew weeksJanet's enthusiasm for horse
riding would vanish, and | wasright. It was just _

aflash inthepan astrawinthewind astorminateacup
'‘Aunt Marthatold usthat she's going to mentionJohn in her
will." 'Really? Well, that is , becauseJohn was never a
favourite of hers.'

ablessngindisguise aturn-upfor thebooks beginner'sluck
‘Joe was depending on afifty thousand pound loan from the
bank, but he has just heard that they will only lend him thirty
thousand.' 'Oh dear. That puts , doesn't it?
aspokeinhiswhed aaginthewhed athorninhisside
Sarah works for asecretarial agency, but she

makes ___ hairdressingin the evenings.

money for jam abitonthedde theluck of thedraw
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31 Noun phrases &15s-63)

Compl ete the conversation by 'Have you heard about Sam?H e saysthat losing his job was
choosing the correct idioms. probably 1 , because hewastired of being just one of a
thetricks of thetrade thousand wage-earners at thefirm, just 2 . Hethinks
ablessingindisguise working for someone elseisredly 3, when you can work
hisown man for yourself. So he's going to open up his own business now, a
acogin the machine computer shop.'

the gift of thegab ‘Redlly! Well, itwillbe 4 if he makesasuccess of it.
a pillar of society And | hope hewill.'

another cup of tea 'He's takingJerry Dobson into partnership with him.'
amug’s game "Jerry Dobson, en?Now he's 5.1 don't likehim at
a pieceof cake al.

a feather in his cap 'WEell, he may not bewhat onecouldcal 6 ,buthe's

the right sort of man to get abusiness going. He's agood talker.'
'Oh yes. Jerry's certainly got 7 . And it won't take him
longtolearn _ 8
'l told Sam that having his own business certainly won't
be _ 9 .lIt's hard work. But he's determinedtobe 10 at
last, so | wish him good luck.'

32 Adjectivet noun (re3-7s)

Which idiom describes the
picture?

1 atough customer 2 atight spot
aflash Hary atight squeeze
a queer customer an unknown guantity




24 ldiomswith nounsand adjectives

3 astuffed shirt
a flask Harry
a clever dick

Complete the conversation by
choosing the correct idioms.
asoft gpot

alivewire

plain sailing

agoing concern

ablind date

a down payment

a flying visit

a confirmed bachelor

a snap decison

a bitter pill

4 amarked man

5 aclose-runthing
adosething
a back-seat driver

a doubting Thomas
a square peg

33 Adj ectiveT noun 16378

'Hello, Richard! Thisisjust —1 , I haven't got much time.
I'm on my way to Pete Marsden's place. He's getting married
tomorrow.'

'"That isasurprise. Pete told me that he had become

2  dfter that sad affair withJudith, and that he would never
marry.'

'Yes, thatwas 3 for him. But dl that's forgotten now.
He's marrying an Irish girl called Pat.’

'An Irish girl, en?Peteawayshad 4  for Ireland.
How did he meet her?Did hisbrother arrange _ 5 for him
with yet another girl from his office?

'No, nothing like that thistime. They met on askiing
holiday, | think. I've never seen Pete so happy. She's _ 6,
cantell you.'

'Well, | hopeitwasnt 7  thathell regret.’

'Oh, no. He's already made — 8 on anew house and
hisboutiqueis 9, sofrom now on everything should
be 10 for him!
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Complete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.

4 'Did Susan pass her exam? 'Yes, but only just. It was

34 Adjective * noun 16378

'If you see lan, don't mention the cricket team. H e expected to

be made captain, but he wasn't.' 'Oh, | see. It's with him,
isit?

arawdeal foul play asorepoint

asore point

1 Where'sJeff these days?Thelast time | heard from him he was

in Cairo, and he wasthinking about getting a jobin Tokyo. He
never staysin one placevery long. He's what they call .
afast worker arallingstone a bright spark

2 'l didn't know that Jean wasso friendly with her head of

department.' 'Oh yes. Everybody knows— but nobody speaks
about it. It's been for months.’
aholeand comer busness an open secret  insideinformation

3 'Have the police found out who did the bank robbery? ‘No, not

yet, but they're fairly sureit was , S0 they're questioning
the staff very thoroughly.'
amarked man foul play an insidejob

The pass mark wasforty-fiveper cent and she got forty-six per
cent.
anarroweape atightgot adosething

5 Comeon, Brian, joininthefun! Don't besuch !
a secondfiddle acod cusomer  a wet blanket
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Whichiscorrect?

Which idiom describes the
situationin the picture?

|diomatic pairs

35 Pairsof adjectives 179-s0)

Arrangements that are decided or final are said to be

safeand sound homeand dry cut and dried

A person in acheerful mood may be described asbeing .
haleand hearty aliveand kicking  bright and breezy

A place that looks clean and tidy issaid to be

fairand square spickand span  homeand dry

A casual, relaxed person may be described asbeing .
freeand easy meekand mild  dow but sure

A person whois no longer young but whois physicaly fit may be
describedasbeing .

aliveand kicking safeand sound haleand hearty

36 Pairsof nouns i1so-2)

1 They're goingat it . 2 He's enjoying some
hook, lineand sinker beer and skittles
body and soul fun and games

hammer and tongs peaceand quiet
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3 Thehouseisgoing 4 He'scriticalyill. It's 5 He's explaining some of
to lifeand limb the of football.
bricks and mortar body and soul whys and wherefores
rack and ruin touch and go ifs and buts
rough and tumble insand outs

37 Pairsof adverbs 1s2-3

Explain the meaning of the I've been lookingfor Cathy here, thereand everywhere, but she
idiomsinitalics. doesn't seemto bein the building at all.
inmany different places

1 'Does Rohindill visit you every week? 'No, helivesin St. Albans
now, so he only comes now and again.'

2 Laurawasvery busy when | visited her. In fact, she moreor less
asked metoleave. So | did.

3 There's been nothing good on televisionfor weeks. Good
programmes are few and far between.

4 Personally | don't likethe designs, but that's neither herenor there
because we're sure that they'll sell well.

5 'Does Sheilawork full-time at the supermarket? ‘No, only on
and ¢ff when they need extra staff.’
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Complete the sentenceswith
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

grin and bear it

chop and change

tossand turn

pick and choose

giveand take

wait and see

Substitute for the phrase in
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

blow by blow

on theup and up

alinall

bit by bit

again and again

by and by

N

38 Pairsof verbs E1s3-4

Roy seems unable to decide on asuitable date. He's
thetime.
chopping and changing

al

If you book too late, the best hotels will be full up, so you won't
beableto . You'll haveto take what's |eft.

| really can't tell you whether or not you have made the right
decision. Youll smply haveto .

| had adreadful toothache on Christmas Day. There was no
dentist availableso | had to
The patient for at least an hour before hefinadly fell into
adeep sleep.

If Pauline wants her marriage to work she'll havetolearn how
to . Everyone has to make compromises.

39 ldentical pairs Eiss)

'How's your father after hisoperation?'Improving at last, I'm
glad to say.’

ontheupandup

| can't write the whole report today. I'll have to do it in small
stages.

I've asked him repeatedly not to smokein this room, but he
doesn't seem to care.

| was unhappy in my new job at first, but as timewent by | realized
that it was the kind of challengethat | needed.

'Did you hear about John Smith's operation?'Yes, he gave mea
detailed account — twice!'

Wedidn't win dl the events, but considering everythingour
athleticsteam had asuccessful day.
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T

|dioms with prepositions

40 above, across, after, against (18
Give asuitable short answer Do you think she could have stolen the money?
with Yesor No and anidiom No, she's completely above suspicion.
from thelist. 1 Will Penny mind having to comeinto the officeon Saturday?
above par . 2 Wasthe money transfer to the Swiss bank legal ?
above suspidion 3 Has Robert cleaned hisroom at last?
acrossthe board 4 Will the proposed wage increase benefit al the employees?
aboveboard 5 1sJim feelingwell after hislong holiday?
againstthegrain
after afashion

41 at (186-9)
Explain the meaning of the Matthew would leave his job and go abroad at thedrop of a hat.
idiomsin italics. He's just waiting for asuitable opportunity.

willingly and immediately

1 | wishJoan and Mary wouldn't argue so much. They're awaysat
loggerheadsthese days.

2 'When can you have the car repairs finished? ‘Well, by
tomorrow evening, at apush.'

3 Theteacher chose six pupils at random and asked them to help
himin the school library.

4 Liz haslotsof good contacts. When she started in business on
her own she was offered help at every turn.

5 Surgeonssometimes haveto operate for six hoursor more at a
gtretch.
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Compl ete the sentences by
choosing the correctidiom.
behind the scenes

behind closed doors

behind bars

by degrees

by leaps and bounds

below par

Give asuitable short answer
with Yesor Noand anidiom
fromthelist.

for keeps

for fun

from scratch

from cover to cover

for theasking

for kicks

Complete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.

42 behind, below, by 189

A criminal record?D o you mean that he's been ?
behind bars

Infilmand TV studios, real drama often goeson

2 I've beenfeding _  foraweek or so. | think it's influenza.

My French improved
company's Paris branch.
Journalists were not admitted into the courtroom. The case was
heard .

Japanese isadifficult language tolearn. At first you'll only make
progress .

when | wasworking at our

43 for, from (&1s89-90)

Have you given me thisrecord?Isit mine now?
Yes, it's yoursfor keeps.

Did you read the book all the way through?

You mean, if Ben asksyou for thisvaluable old clock he can
haveit?

Did those boys really break into the school just for the
excitement?

Was Frank serious when he said that my car wouldn't passits
road test in ahundred years?

DidJane have any previous knowledge of Russian when she
started the course at university?

44 in (E190-3)

'Marjorie's looking depressed.’ 'Yes, she's been al day.'
inthesticks inafog inthedumps

'Are you quite sure it wasPrince Charlesyou saw on the ski
slope? 'Yes. | tell youitwashim '

intheopen in the flesh in thelimelight

Joe wastelling some very funny storieslast night. We

were

inraptures infull swing in dtitches
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Which idiom with offdescribes
the picture?

3 She'sfeeling
offcolour.
off the mark.
off beam.

N
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4 'Susan's been doing alot of joggingrecently.' 'Yes, she's

really now.'

inlimbo instep intrim

Don't bother Pam just now. Something's gone wrong with the
computer, so she's because she can't get the datashe
needs.

inagew inarut intheswim

45 off &193-4)

e

i/

1 Theyare 2 He's buying asuit
off limits. off the rails.
off the beaten track. off the peg.
off the map. off the cuff-

%
o

s
/S

i

4 What she's sayingis strictly 5 Heseemsto be

off the record. off the rails.
off the air. off form.
offlimits. off his own bat.
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Compl ete the conversation by
choosing the correct idioms.
on thedole

on therun

on the beat

on the rack

on the dot

on call

on thetiles

on the move

on the off-chance

on balance

46 on E194-7)

‘Hello, John!'
'Hello, Ken. | wasn't sure that you would be at home. |
came _ 1 .Howareyou?

2, not too bad, but rather nervous at the moment. I'm
waiting for the post to come. I'm expecting aletter with my
examination results today.'

'Do you still want to study medicine?

‘Not really. Being adoctor hasits disadvantages =
youre 3  atweekendsand sometimesat night.'

'Why not join the police force?

'As adetective, yes, but for the first few yearsyou're a
constable 4 ,oryou're chasing escaped prisoners 5 .|
wouldn't like that.'

'How about journalism?

‘No, youre 6  too much, never in one place for long.
But I’ll haveto start applying for jobssoon, or | shall end
up — 7, likethousandsof others. Look, here's the postman.
Nineoclock 8 .And here's my letter!

‘Well, goon, openit! Don't leaveme 9 V'

"It says I've passed with A gradesin dl subjects.'

'‘Wonderful! Congratulations!’

'‘Well, tonight well haveanight 10 tocelebrate.
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47 out,over E197-8)

Which idiom with out or over
describes the picture?

1 He's 2 Itlooks
out of condition. out of bounds.
out of the running. out of place.
out onalimb. out of sorts.

//T\\\ ﬁ

3 He's 4 She's feeling 5 She's
out of reach. out of theordinay. over thetop.
out of condlition. out of character. over the moon.

out for the count. out of sorts. over thehill.
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Explain the meaning of the
idiomsin italics.

48 round, to, under, up, within @19s-100)

'What did hesay?'l don't know. He just mumbled something
under hisbreath.'
to himself, inalow whisper

Tim, please be quiet. You're driving me round the bend with
your continual questions.

Patrick isvery proud of his Irish heritage. He's an Irishman to
the core.

How many students have registered for the course to date?

4 That's Annetoa T. That's precisely the kind of remark one

10

would expect her to make.

| can take you therein my car, but you'll haveto get back under
your own steam.

Mr Harrison has aweak heart. He's been under thedoctor for
years.

The government kept the reform plans under wraps for months
before they were finaly announced.

If June thinks | can organize the exhibition without help in just
oneweek, she must be up the pole. It's impossible.
Dennisloved the book on space travel. It was just up hisstrest.
It's an expensive car to run. Areyou sureit's within our means?
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Substitute for the phrasein
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

beinto something

be down on someone

bein on something

be up against something

bein for something

be on to someone

Which iscorrect?

Phrasal verbs

49 be E1105-6)

Apart from Jean and Bab, no one el se was informed about the
arrangements.
wasinon

Paulais likely to get a nasty shock. Her car repairswill cost at least
three hundred pounds.

Don't becritical of David dl the time. He hasn't been trained for
thistype of work, soitisn't hisfault if he's abit dow.

The police seem to beon thetrack of the bank robbers. This
newspaper report saysthey have concentrated their search ona
particular area.

John haswon al the local squash championships, but hell be
confronted with tough competition when he playsin the county
championships.

| didn't know Sally wasvery interested in sky-diving. Isn't it
dangerous?

50 break,bring €1107-9

What time do you expect the meetingto 7

breakdown break off breakup breakout

There wassome fighting at the football match. When the police
arrived they soon .

brokeitoff brokein brokewithit brokeit up

The new secretary has been giventhe simple reportsto type.
The supervisor wantsto gently.

break through break herin  break with her

There's talk of the Government anew tax relief scheme
for families with more than three children.

bringingeff bringingin bringingup  bringingon
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Complete the sentences with
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

call on someone

catch up

call for something

carry On

call for someone

catch on

calin

Substitutefor the phrasein
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

comealong

comeup

cometo

comeo f

come across something

comein

Robert had good reason to be pleased with himself.

He the deal with National Glass, although no one
expected him to.

brought up  broughtof  brought round  brought in

I've got aheadache. It must be thelong spell of night driving
that . The bright lights dazzle me.

broughtiton brought it out brought it up

51 call,carry, catch 1110

rn
call for

'The hospital's just rung up. Sheila's had twing!'
'‘Congratulations! This acelebration!'

Suddenly the chairman me to explain the results shown
on the computer printout.

Please with your work. Don't stop because of me.

The new record will appeal to older listeners, but | don't think it
will among younger pop fans.

I had to wait for over an hour in the doctor's waiting room, but at
least it gave me chance to with some reading.

Canwe at the chemist's on the way to the bank?! need
some cough medicine.

you on my way to work. Make sure you're ready!

52 come (1112-13)

Dick loves making plans, but unfortunately they never seem to
succeed.
come of f

We had acommittee meetinglast night. T he subject of the new
table tennis equipment was discussed, and we decided to buy
three new tables.

2 How's the essayprogressing? Have you finished it yet?

[found these old mapsin an antique shop. They're probably
worth much more than | paid for them.

Thefirst thing he did when he regained consciousnessafter the
accident was ask for acigarette.

Short skirts are becomingfashionableagain this summer.




Explain the meaning of the
idiomsin italics.

Compl ete the sentenceswith
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

get over something

get down to something

get away with something

get by

get through

geton

get up to something

get at someone

get up

get out of something

get of f

B
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53 cut,do @1113-15

Thevandriving in front of ussuddenly cut off into aside street

and disappeared.
turned

| hate driving on motorwayswhen lorries cut in so dangerously.
Jane cut domwn on bread and fatty foodsand after only one week
she had lost two pounds.

The news that the baby would have to go into hospital cut her up
terribly.

Do up your shirt buttons. You look untidy.

M r Jacobs | eft you the money in hiswill, so don't let anyone do
you out of it. A few people may try.

I'm cold and tired. | could do with a hot drink.

54 get ®1119-22)

Stop
gettingat

me! | know it wasmy fault and I've said I'm sorry.

'Why areyou so late? 'I've been tryingto ring Tokyo al
morning and | only five minutes ago.’
I'm very pleased to hear that your father has
and isfeeling well again.

'Shall | lend you some money? 'No, thanks. Don't wortry.
rm__

| haven't had time to study the report in detail, but | hope to
finaly it thisafternoon.

Mike saysthat Billy very well at his new school.
Children arefull of mischief. When you |eave them on their
own, you can never be sure what they will .

| know that Harry cheated at cardslast night. If hetriesto cheat
again, | won't lethim .

| wasn't sure where to , SO | asked the bus driver.
Timsaid hewasn't feelingwell, but the teacher knew that he
wasonly trying to the history test.

I at six o'clock this morning.

hisillness
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55 go (m1123-5

What's missing?Complete the
sentences using an idiom from
thelistin the correct form.

go into something

go through with something

go for something

gooff

go up

gon

go through something

o for someone It's .

2 Howmuchdidit ___ 2

 PUPIRLS

3 Don't worry. I'm sure he 4 Helooksfierce. | think he's 5 There's alot of
wont . goingto noise up above.

6 Last week they were 7 He's the drawers. 8 Thepolicewill have
cheaper. Prices to the case very
have

thoroughly.
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Explain the meaning of the
idiomsin italics.

Compl ete the sentenceswith
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

hold something back

hold with something

hold something over

hold out for something

hold off

hold out

56 hang, have &1125-6)

I'm sorry but I’ll have to hangup now. I'll call you back later.
end the conversation

1 If you can hangon for afew minutes I’ll fetch the file you need.

2 If I wereyou | would hangon to your dollars and exchangethem
when the rate goes up.

3 There's no point hanging about here. Roger won't be back for at
least two hours.

4 Don't take what Ken saysseriously. He's just havingyou on.

5 If you're not happy about the way Betty handled the situation,
haveit out with her.

6 We'd love to come with you, but we already have something on this
evening. Another time perhaps.

57 hold & 127)

John has dl the facts | need, but he won't give them to me. He's
deliberately information
holdinginformation back

1 Father doesn't computerized records at al. He thinks

traditional book-keepingis safer.

2 The car engine started making very strange noises, but

thankfully it managed to until I got home.

3 | don't think the union will accept afour per cent pay-rise.
They'll much more.

4 | strongly recommend that we adiscussion onitem five
until the next meeting, when we shall have the monthly sales
figures.

L ook at those black clouds. | hope the rain until the

game's over.
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Substitute for the phrasein

italicsan idiom from thelist with

the same meaning.
kemin

keep someoneup

keep out of something
keep at something
keep in with someone
keep up with someone
keep on

Complete the sentences by
adding the correct preposition
or adverb to the verb look.
on

into

after

down

over

up

to

in

out

[= NS ) B N

4 Look me

58 keep (E1128-9)

| want to stay friendly with Keith Barber. He's agood lawyer and
I may need his advice soon.
keep inwith

If you had persevered with it, you would have finished the book by
now.

Continuewith the medicine until your temperature is normal.
I'm sorry that I've prevented you from goingto bed, but I thought
you would want to hear the story in detail.

It's best to stay indoorswhen you've got acold.

Don'tget involved in that affair. It isn't your concern.

If youintend to remain at the same level asthe rest of the class,
you'll have to work harder.

59 look (el130-1)

- Bill leaves the children with his sister when he goesout. He

knowsthat they will be properly looked .
after

These invoices must be looked
mistake somewhere.

Often when there's atraffic accident lots of people

look __ butnooneoffersto help.

Donisn't happy at work. Hefeels that hiscolleagues

look _on him because he's the only onewithout a
university degree.

_ whenyou're in Brazil next year.

Therewas arumour about espionage activities, so counter-
intelligenceislooking —  the matter very carefully.

Y our temperature has gone down, Mrs Miller, but | want you

to stay in bed and continue taking this medicine. T'll

look again tomorrow afternoon. Goodbye.

Look I'lf that box fallsfrom the top of the cupboard when
you open the door, it will hit you right on the head!

It's good to have someone to look for help and advicein
times of trouble.

very thoroughly. There's a
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Substitute for the phrasein

italics an idiom from thelist with

the same meaning.
make out

make off

make something out
make someoneout

make something up
make something over
make for something
make up for something
make off with something

Give asuitable short answer
with Yesor No and anidiom
fromthelist.

pass off

play up

pass for someone

pass out

play something down

pass on something

play along with someone

play up to someone

pass somethingon

[ IR BT, B U FOR RN

60 make E1131-2)

Janet's been behaving very strangely lately. | just can't understand
her.
make her out

How did you manageat the interview?D o you think you'll get the
job?

If | wereyou, | wouldn't believe al those stories. Old Bill loves
inventing things.

What's wrong with Jerry? As soon as he saw me he hurried away
in the opposite direction!

'Did you write down the number of the car? 'No, unfortunately |
couldn't readit.

Henderson hastransferred al his sharesto his son, which
virtually giveshim a place on the board of directors.

The childrenwere very hungry, so when we arrived home they
ran straight towardsthe fridge and helped themselvesto ice-
cream.

The burglar was just about to steal the silver, when he was
disturbed by the burglar alarm.

I'm so sorry that | forgot your birthday. How can | possibly
compensatefor it?

61 pass, play E1134-6)

Don't you think John looks just like his brother?
Yes, hecould passfor him easily.

Did Sheilafaint?

Did the press make abig story of the affair?

Has the pain gone now?

Do you know the answer?

Isn't the machine working properly?

Doyou think | should co-operate with Benson?

Did Margaret give Tim my message?

Have you seen how Bill flatters his bosswhen he wants
something?
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Substitute for the phrase in
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

put somethingo f

put someone out

put up with something

put something up

put someone up

put someoneo f

Explain the meaning of the
idiomsin italics.

62 put E1137-8)

Can you concentrate, or isthe noise of my typewriter distracting
you?
puttingyou off

I've been thinking about building a greenhouse at the bottom of
the garden, so that | can grow my own tomatoes.

We'd be very happy to giveyou accommodation if ever you're
visiting Bath.

Please don't bother with lunch if it's too much trouble. | really
don't want to inconvenience you.

I'm afraid | won't be able to meet you in town today. Could we
postponeit until next week?

You'll haveto toleratethe noise of the cement-mixer for afew
more days.

63 run (&1139-40)

If you happen to run across Pete, remind him that he owes me ten
pounds, will you?
meet by chance

Tell meif you see a petrol station. | wouldn't like the petrol to
run out on a country road.

Could you run off two hundred copies of thiscircular and
distribute it to dl departmentsimmediately, please?

Of courseJameswon't belyingin ahospital bed somewhere!
You're letting your imagination run away with you.

Would you kindly run through my notes on the meeting and tell
me if there are any mistakes?

We've run up against afew unexpected problemswith the
experiments. Gas seemsto be escaping and we don't know why.
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Give asuitable short answer
with Yesor No and an idiom
fromthelist.

see through someone

see to something

see someoneo f

See Someone out

see something out

see something through

Compl ete the sentences by

adding the correct preposition

or adverb to the verb set.
in

off

about

back

up

on

Which is correct?

AW N o~

64 see 1141

DoesJim think that you believe his story?
Yes, but | can see through him.

Will you go with me to the station?

Did you watch the film to the end?

Could you show me the way to the main entrance?

Are you going to finish the project in spite of the additional
costs?

Have you had the leak repaired in the kitchen?

65 set &1141-2)

Could you help mewith thisincome tax form?I don't quite know
how to set it.
about

Y ou had better prune your roses now, before the winter weather
sets .

We didn't expect you to arrive until after midnight. What time
didyousst 7

After Mandy had finished her training and passed her exams,
her father set her in her own hairdressing salon.

We had alovely evening out on Saturday, but it set

me over ahundred pounds!

The dog looked very fierce. In fact, we thought it was going to
st us at any minute.

66 Sit, stand (E1144-6)

Sheila, would you kindly Mary?She has a hospital
appointment at ten o'clock tomorrow morning.

standupto sitinon standinfor standupfor

Jm's very tall. He redly from the rest of hisclass.
standsout sitsout sitsup

We __ until midnight waiting for our teenage son to come
home.

satin stood by satup
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Substitute for the phrasein
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

take up with someone

take someoneon

take someoneo f

take someonein

take to someone

take affer someone

Complete the sentences with
the correct idiomin the correct
form.

turn out

turn up

turn something down

turn someoneaway

turn someoneofsomething

turn SOMEoneover

Charlesdoesn't want to be re-elected chairman. He's going

to .

sitout standdown sitback stand by

Polly's unfair. Instead of helping me with all the invitations, she
just and watched mewrite them all.

satout doodout satback stood down

67 take 1147-9)

'How do you like Vicky?'I'm not sure that I’ll ever form a liking
for her. She seems rather arrogant and unfriendly.'
taketo her

Bill's very popular with hisworkmates. One of the reasonsisthat
he's very good at imitating al the directors.

Don't et yourself be tricked by peoplewho try to sell things at the
door.

Thefactory isn't employingany new workers until export orders
improve.

What a bad temper that child has! Which of his parents does he
resemble?

When Roger wasin Cannes, he becamefriendswith a rich French
family who have avillathere.

68 turn 11512

| used to love mathematicsat school until we got ateacher who
wasso boring that he it completely.
turned me of f

The chairman isvery angry if committee members late
for meetings.

'How did your steak and kidney pie
unfortunately. | forgot the salt.’

Jim caught aburglar red-handed in hisflat. The poor chap was
more frightened thanJim was. He sobbed and pleaded withJim
not to to the police.

Ruth wanted to be transferred to another department, but her
applicationwas because her own department is

understaffed.

?”'Not very well,
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5 Thereweredtill at least twenty people in the queue, but we had
to because all the ticketshad been sold.

69 Nominalized forms &1104-54)

Which word describes the Handsup! Thisisahold-up!
picture?Make short sentences
using the correct word from the
list.

a breakdown

ablow-up

a fall-off

alie-in

a write-off

a cut-back

atp-off

ahold-up 1
a check-out
awork-out
a check-up

CASHIER
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Explain the meaning of the
wordsin itdics.

e

EXPENDITUAE
e
f43.00

10

70 Nominalized forms (1104-54)

There's been some trouble between the union and the
management. Tomorrow the workers are going to organize a
walk-out.

sudden strike

Make sure that you count the money correctly thistime. We
don't want another dip-up.

Bob Elton was given atremendous write-up when hislatest
album was rel eased.

There's ahold-up on the motorway. A load of bricks hasfallen
off the back of alcrry.

When the feeswere increased, there was asudden drop-offin the
number of students registeringfor the course.

Read this hand-outand be sure to come to the meeting tomorrow
evening.




Complete the sentences with
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

break theice

break the bank

break the news

bring home the bacon

break fresh ground

bring something to light

bring someoneto book

bring hometo someone

break even

47
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71 break, bring @11s6)

Old MrJohnson's dog has been knocked down by alorry but he
doesn't know about it yet. His neighbour's going to to
him.

break the news

'How was Sarah's party? 'Oh, it was boring, until Mark
managed to by talking about afilm that everyone had
seen.’

That's thelast timethat | shall gotoacasino. | didn't expect
to , but I did expect to win apound or two.

Professor Hart is aprominent biochemist. He's workingon a
project that isexpected to in genetics.

| wishJulia would do her work more carefully. Thisinvoiceis
wrong again. I'll haveto .

Joseph has been out of work for months. It's hiswife

who
The policesay that some new facts have been inthe
Lord Beacon affair. On the night of the murder he made a
strange phone call to Athens.

'IsJane's new fashion boutique doing well ? 'Well, sofar she has
spent more money than she has earned, but she hopes

to by the end of next year.'

John wasvery lazy in school, but aserioustalk with the careers
master realy the importance of passing his school-
leaving examination.
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Substitute for the phrase in
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

comedown to earth

comein handy

come to grips with something

come offsecond best

come unstuck

comeclean

Explain the meaning of the
idiomsin italics.

72 come (El158)

In Frank's situation, it's best to admit the truth and tell the police
everything.
comeclean

| knew these old boxeswould provetheir usesooner or later. |
need them now.

Penny is still dreaming about becoming afamous actress. It's
time she returned to reality and worked harder at her jobin the
bank.

Janice wanted to open up alanguage school near Brighton, but
for some unknown reason her plans didn't materialize.

You will have to get control of your problem. Why not joina
discussion group?It may help to talk to peoplewith the same
difficulties.

| can understand Jim's disappointment. After all, wholikesto lose
a competition? Nobody!

73 do (1 159-60)

Come to Oxford for the weekend and well do the sights
together.
visit all thethingsworth seeing

Picnics are good fun, aren't they?Who's going to do the honours
and open the wine?

My typewriter was making strange noises, so | cleaned it and
oiled it and that did the trick. Now it's working perfectly again.
'How's your cough? 'Much better, thanks. T he doctor gave
me some pills, and they're doing wonders.'

Joe sold Mac hiscar, athough he knew that the enginewasin a
bad state. Instead of warning Mac, hedid thedirty on him and
let him think that the car wasin perfect condition.

Thedoctors did their level best, but they couldn't savethe
patient.
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Substitute for the phrase in
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

et the message

gt the sack

ot there

get thewind up

get in on the ground floor

get down to brasstacks

get one'sown back

get a moveon

get someonewrong

get nowhere

gt the picture clear

Explain the meaning of the
idiomsin italics.

10

2

3

74 get E1161-4)

Since Bob was dismissed from the furniture factory, he hasn't
bothered to look for anew job.
gotthe sack

Comeon, Jack! Hurry up! | can't wait here al day!

We haven't much time for our meeting today, so | suggest we
start discussing the essential details immediately.

L et me explain why | can't accept your invitation. | don't want
you to misunderstand my reasons.

Graham should make alot of money with hislatest investment.
He waslucky enough to be involved from the start.

You needn't look at your watch again. I've understood what you
want me to do and I’ll go now.

We've been trying to find the mistake in the computer

program al morning, but I'm afraid we're making no progress.
'How's your new book coming along? 'Oh, I'm dowly completing
thetask. Thanks for asking.'

Thomas said that he would go sky-divingwith me thisweekend.
But | think he's becomeafaid. He says he's not feelingvery well.
Ron played a mean trick on me. But don't worry, I'liget my
revenge.

If | have understood the situation correctlyJenny, Ken and Carol
will be coming on the eighteenth and Bob and Richard two days
later. Isthat right?

75 give (E1164-5)

| found her manner so unreasonable that | simply had to give
vent to my anger.
expressfreely

The police followed the suspect to the end of the motorway, but
then he managed to givethemthe dip by turning sharply into a
narrow |ane and disappearing.

We wanted to give you the book as acomplete surprise on your
birthday, but | suppose Ben gave the game away when he asked
you if you had read it.

I've just been to the dentist's. It wasawful. He really gave me hell.
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Substitute for the phrasein
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

go thewhole hog

go down well

go spare

go downhill

gophut

0o by the board

Complete the sentences with
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

havea say

havea crack at something

not have got a clue

have got a neme

have got first refusal

have one’s wits about one

4 Peoplesay that old, dark houseis haunted. It gives me the cregps
just passing by it.

5 Brian thought he would beat Jill easily when they played chess
the other evening. In fact, he did eventually, butJill certainly
gave him agood run for his money.

76 go (E1165-6)

Margaret was delighted that her new television play was received
Javourably. The reviewswere excellent.
went down well

1 When your father seeswhat you've doneto hiscar hell become

excessivelyangy .

When we moved into the new house we didn't intend to buy new
furniture. But Elizabeth said we ought to makea thorough job of it,
sowedid — and now we're in debt.

'What's wrong with the toaster?''It just stopped working.'

4 Thefood at thisrestaurant has been deteriorating in quality for

some time now. | don't think I’ll come here again.
When Jim broke his ankle the arrangements for our skiing
holiday were abandoned.

77 have (got) (e 166-8)

I've never made a Christmas pudding myself before, but I'm
going to it thisyear.
havea crack at

If Jack decidesto sell hisVolvo, |
offer it toyou.

My parents ought to in the matter too, since it concerns
them. So please ask them aswell.

'Who was the man who wanted to speak to me? 'I'm sorry but

I . Hewouldn't give hisname.’

Goto bed early so that you won't be tired tomorrow. Y ou will
haveto at the oral exam.

Just imagine! Jeremy hastold hisfriends that they aredl invited
to our party. | don't even know them. He !

, S0 don't expect him to
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78 keep (1169-70)

Compl ete the sentences with Bill Parker didn't resign — hewasfired! He didn't want anyone
the correct idiom in the correct to know, so he , but the truth gradually came out.
form. keptitdark
I/:e;q; gr:gtﬂrg'gn?;;?mmne 1 I'm moving to London next month, butI’'ll ____ . Here's my
(4
new address.
keep up appgarances 2 I'mveryinterested in any further developments. You
keep gomethlng dark will , won't you?
II:eep in touch sed 3 | heard that Dick Doyle hasgone bankrupt. If it's true, he
66 Someonepo certainly manages to . He dtill drives his Rolls-Royce.

4 'Who livesin the old house on the hill?'A poet. Heliveson his
own and we hardly ever see him. He g

5 TheWilsons' teenage sonisin trouble with the police. They
ought to have _. It's too late now.

79 make (&l 172-3)

Complete the sentences by Can't we continue our argument later?People are listening. For
choosing the correct idiom. goodness sake, don't here!

makea bomb makea move makea scene

make ascene

1 Jerry likes organizing people, and since he's been put in charge
of the department, he hasreally been . No half-hour tea
breaks are allowed now.
making himselfat home making his presence feltr  making headway

2 Michael's doing very well in micro-electronics. He's published a
lot of research work and has already
made the grade madea name for himself  madelight of it

3 Thetrain's justleaving. You'll haveto ____. Run!
makea move makeadash forit makeagoof it

4 I'm sorry | laughed. | know your problem's very serious. Please
don't think | was _ of it.
making mincemeat making light making heavy weather

5 | can't afford to buy a new coat thiswinter. I’ll have
to with the onel have.
makeamends make myselfat home makedo
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Explain the meaning of the
idiomsinitalics.

Which idiom describes the
situation in the picture?Make
short sentences using the
correct idiom from the list.
burn the midnight oil

catch someonein the act
comparenotes

lay down the law

let oneself go

look daggersat someone
losethe thread of something
pip someoneat the pogt

send someone packing

wait one'sturn

work wonders

80 play, pull E1174-5)

Joe Carter won'tplay ball with you unlessyou agree to split the
profits fifty-fifty.
co-operate

| refuse to play secondfiddieto my brother any longer. My opinion
counts as much as his.

Norman's avery intelligent fellow. If he playshis cards right, he
could become apartner in the firm before he's forty.
Chrishastold her bossthat she'll leave the firm if she doesn't get
apay rise. | think she's playing with fire, because the boss doesn't
liketo be put under pressure.

If everybody pullstheir weight, welll have the work finished by the
end of the week.

Simon's used to pulling stringsto get what he wants. If he didn't
know so many influential people, he would never have reached
the position he's in now.

If you intend to pass the exam, you'll have to puil your Socks up.
You've done nowork at all for weeks.

81 Mixed verbs E1155-85)

g

Theinjectionwill 1
work wonders.
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Complete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.

Complete the sentences with
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

sethedghts

stand one? ground

stand to lose something

selife

stand on ceremony

e reason

stand a fair chance

82 put (£1175-7)

Victor obviously doesn't know what's happened. You had
better .

put himthrough hispaces put himin his properplace

put himin thepicture

puthiminthepicture

'The bank has refused to extend the firm's loan, unless we
change our marketing strategies.' 'Oh, | see. Theyare '
putting out their feders  putting the screwson us

putting usthrough the mill

Jane slipped on some ice and broke her arm, so that her
skiing holiday.

put theskidsunder put thetin lidon  put the frighteners on

Fred has been with usfor over thirty years. In fact, it was Fred

who actually with arevolutionary new design.
put the firm onthemap  put the firm inthepicture
put paidto the firm

We've got some tricky technical problemsto solve, soyou had
better .

put yourcarin - put outyourfeelers  put your thinking cap on

| think we ought to . It was Margaret who proposed these
policy changes, not Bill. T he credit should be hers.

put the record straight  put our housein order

put someoneon a pedestal

83 see, stand (E1178-80)

If the prime minister handles the situation badly, he _ alot
of votes in the forthcoming election.
standstolose

'Why did you goto Rome? 'Oh, just to N

I've explained toJohn athousand timeswhy leaving university
now would be awrong move, but he simply won't )
Tessa has had six different jobsin ten different countries. She’s
been everything from awaitressto atourist guide. She's
certainly .
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4 | asked Ben's teacher if she thinks Ben of getting a place
at university. She's optimistic.

5 | overheard Anne having an argument with Chris. Chrisisa
good talker, but Anneiscertainly ableto .

6 'Should | wear adinner-jacket on Saturday evening? 'No,
there's no need to at the Langtons. I'm sure some guests
won't even bewearing atie.'

84 take @1181-3)

Complete the sentences by 1 Mikeand Phil had an argument last night about who does most
choosing the correct idiom. cleaning in their flat. | was careful not to ,asl want to

stay good friends with them both.
takemy pick takethefloor takeddes

2 Arthur has become very arrogant and over-confident since he
won the election. He needs
taking foraride takingamiss takingdowna pgy

3 I'd prefer to go abroad instead of going into the family business,
but I'm afraid my parentswould .
takeadimviewofit takeariseout of me takethe plunge

4 People often Alfred because he's so fat, but he never
getsangry with them.
takeadvantageof taketherapfor takea riseout of

5 | don't need these books any more. I'm givingthem dl away,
soO .
takepotluck takethemasread takeyourpick

6 The garage charged Peter over ahundred poundsfor repairs. |
think he . In my opinion, the car only needed an oil
change and new spark plugs.
wastaken by storm  wastaken to pieces  wastaken for aride

7 | think Jenny has been treated most unfairly, and if | werein her
position, | wouldn't .
takethe rough with the smooth  takeit lying down
takeitin my stride

8 What anasty thingto say! | know Harry never hasanything
good to say about hiscolleagues, but thisremark really !
takesthe floor takesitstoll takesthebiscuit




56 Verbal idioms

Substitute for the phrase in
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

throw someoneoff Ais balance
throw in the tomel

turn over anew leaf

turn up trumps

throw one'sweight around

throw a fit

turn the comer

9 'Don't you have some work to doin the kitchen? 'All right. |
can . I'll leaveyou two aone.'
takeajoke takeahint takethelid off something

10 Lenwasexpectingto be asked to represent the company at the

international congressin Geneva, so whenJanet was asked to
goinstead, it realy
took the wind out of his sails  took a leaf out of his book
took himto the cleaners

85 throw,turn (riss-4

When we tell the manageress that we are refusing to do overtime
on Friday, shell becomeextremely angry.
throw afit

Steve used to be easy to work with, but since his promotion he's
begun to use hisauthority in an arrogant way.

Karen was quite sure that she would be made head of
department, but she wasn't. When the official announcement
was made, it completely confused her. She was speechless.
Thisisn't the time to sop tying. You've failed the exam once, but
you can take it again next year.

'How's your grandfather?Someone told me he had pneumonia.'
'Y es, wewere very worried about him, but he has passed the most
critical part of it now.'

Mick has been in trouble with the police afew times, but now he
has promised his parents that he will improve his behaciour and
start again.

| don't know how | would have overcome these difficulties
without Sue. She wasa reliable friend again as usual.




Compl ete the conversation with
the correct idioms in the correct
form.

be asking for trouble

be new to the game

blow one'sown trumpet

call the shots

cross swords with someone
fly off the handle

know one'sonions

pick holesin something

gtick at nothing

tell someonewheretoget o f

Compl ete the sentenceswith
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

bite gff more than onecan chew
bury the hatchet

call someone'sbluff

clear theair

hold water

let someoneoff the hook

lose one'stouch

meet one'smatch

pick a quarrel

ringa bell

riseto the occason
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86 Mixed verbs i 155-85)

'‘Our new supervisor's not very popular with the office staff.'

'Oh, why's that?

'‘Well, she's thetypewho'll 1

'(She) 2 2"

'Yes. Sheisn't new to the firm, but she hasn't had a
department to supervise before. But she obviously
enjoys 3  andtelling everyonewhat to do.'

'How does she treat the staff?

'Well, she's already 4 severa people's work,
although the previous supervisor never had reason to be
dissatisfied. And she's quite fond of 5, telling uswhat a
great person sheis.'

‘It sounds to me asif she
that sort of treatment for long.'

"You're right. Take old Henry, for instance. He's been
with the firm for over thirty yearsand heredlly 7 .He€s our
best man. Hewon't take criticism that easily. If she
ever 8 withhim,he'slikdyto 9 and 10 .Andwe
shall al support him!'

to get what she wants.'

6 . Thestaffwon't stand

87 Mixed verbs E1155-85)

| wish Paul and Simon would forget about their old quarrel. It's
time they and became friends again.
buried the hatchet

1 Barbards avery persuasive speaker, but when you examine her
arguments, most of them areillogical. They smplydon't .

2 There's alot of dissatisfaction in the department. The
manager's going to call ameeting so that the staff can say what's
troubling them. It's dwaysagood ideato

3 Tom's afraid Pamwon't have much time for himif she startsan
Open University course, so he's threatened to break off their
engagement. Pamsimply oughtto _, because she must
know that he's not serious.

4 Thelast timel spoke toJim he deliberately started to criticize
my work. Therewasno real reason for it, he was just
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5 'Do you remember SheilaWilliams?'No, | don't. But the
name J

6 | told my teacher that | can't do the French essay because | have
to rehearse for the school play, so shesaid shewould
until Monday.

7 Mr Barlow can't keep disciplinein hisclasses as well as he used
to. He thinks he's beginning to

8 Suethought that she could manage afull-time job, but with
three children itisn't as easy as sheimagined. She admits that

shehas

9 Bobisan excellent golfer, but he's in Richard, who's
every bit asgood.

10 I'm counting onyou to run the department in my absence. I'm
surethatyouwill .
" .,
/ 4
(A
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Complete the story with the
correct idioms in the correct
form.

draw monq out

pay (monq) in

make out a cheque

open an account

a crossed chegue

an open cheque

a current account

bounce

a deposit account

a joint account

Whichis correct?

|dioms from special subjects

88 Banking 11s6)

| must tell you about a customer who came into the bank this
morning — astrange old fellow, wearing a cap and a shabby
raincoat. Hesaid hewantedto 1 with our bank. From his
questions, it sounded asif he had never had a bank account
before, so | explained to himthatwith 2 you

can 3 _ wheneveryouwant, butwith 4  you haveto
give aweek's notice.

H e seemed confused, so | showed him acheque book and
explained howto 5 - hehad obviously never signed a
cheque before. Then | explained the difference
between 6 and 7 .l alsoasked himif hewanted one
signature on the cheque or whether itwouldbe 8  together
with hiswife. He said he didn't want his wife to know anything
about it! When | asked whether there would be regular payments
into the account, he answered with a grin, 'Don't worry, my
chequeswon't 9 , if that's what you're afraid of.'

Then he said hed like to open a deposit account and
brought out a parcel wrapped in newspaper. | tried not to look
surprised when he opened it - it contained more than £10,000
tied up with string and rubber bands! 'That's just for a start,' he
said. 'What | 10 tomorrow depends on how much | win on
the horses today!"

89 Banking r11s6)

A 'blank cheque' hasno _ onit.
date signature amount

When you write out a cheque, you are
the payee thebearer thedrawer
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Whichiscorrect?

One of the most common methods of payment

is _ cheque.

with through by

A 'post-dated cheque' bears .

afuture date apast date adatethat makesthe chequeinvalid
Your current account is'in the red'. Thismeans .
you have no money intheaccount  you must mark your chequesR/D
you have money in the account

A 'bearer cheque'
can only be paid into an account  can be cashed by anyone who hasit
bears the payee'sname

90 Business E1187)

If abusiness'breaks even' it

oeessstoexist  joinstogether with another company
makes neither profit nor loss

If afirm'goes intoliquidation' it .

cannot payitsdebts  offers sharesto thegeneral public
joinstogether with another firm

A 'board meeting' is
a meeting of a company'sshareholders - a meeting of a company'sstaff
a meeting of a company's directors

A 'sleeping partner' isaperson who
ownslessthan 50% of a company? capital ownsa dormant company
provides a percentageof a company'scapital but takesno active partin
its management

'Sharp practices are ____,

fast businessdealings  dishonest businessdealings

fast and successful sales techniques

If you 'pull afast deal', you
doseadeal quickly doseadeal unfairly
refuseto dosea deal quickly
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Complete the conversation with
the correct idiomsin the correct
form.

on HP

out of stock

shop with someone

bring pricesdown

shop around

knock money off

=l likehot cakes

put prices up

doa roaringtrade

take goods on approval

Complete the conversation with
the correct idiomsin the correct
form.

run a temperature

on top of theworld

comedown with (an illness)

up tothemark

pass away

worn out

laid up

on the mend

throw off (an iliness)

catch a cold

91 Buyingand selling ¢11s7-s)

'Hello. Areyou shopping here nowadays?Haven't | seen you in
Sharp's acouple of times?

'I'm just comparing prices.’

'Oh, | alwaysdo. It paysto 1 .l used
to 2 Sharp's, butl don't buy much there now. Thisshop's
much cheaper. They evenletyou — 3  sothat you can decide
at home whether or not to buy them. You can't do that at
Sharp's. And hereyoucanbuy 4 | onamonthly basis. You
can't dothat at Sharp's either. Mr Sharp does what he wants
with hisprices. He 5  regularly, buthenever 6 .1
bought acoffee-maker here last week. It had asmall scratch on
it, sotheyeven 7 . Sharp's wouldn't have done that. M r
Sharpisquitefriendly, but they say hiswife's very peculiar. Oh,
look! Here are those new cheese graters. T he shop assistant said
theyre 8 andwillsoonbe 9 again, so I'll buy one
now. Oh, justlook at the queue at the check-out! Thisshop
obviously 10 . By theway, my name's Doreen Watson.
What's yours?

'Sharp!”

92 Health, illness, death 1189-90)

‘Do you know that Mr Sykeshas 1 ? Thefuneral's on
Friday. Hewas only fifty-five.

'Yes, | heard. It wasasudden heart attack. Very sad. | saw
him only last week and he said that apart from having alot of
work hewasfeeling 2 . But | thought he looked
tired, 3 ,infact. But tell me, how's your husband?

'‘Well, he 4 aweek ago and he doesn't seem able
to 5 (it). Severa of hisofficecolleagueshave 6  flu.
He's 7  aswedll, just over ahundred, so | caled the doctor
thismorning. After all, | don't want himtobe 8  for
Christmas.'

'No, of course not. My husband hasn't been
feeling 9  recently, either. Stomach trouble. But he must
be 10 now because hewasshouting at the neighbour's cat
again thismorning as usua .’
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Complete the conversation with
the correct idiomsin the correct
form.

jam on the brakes

the rush-hour

havea smash

back out

bestuck in a trafficjam

pull in

run into something

a write-off

Which iscorrect?

93 Motoring &1190-1)

'Hello, darling. Have you had agood day in town?I've been lying
in the garden all day enjoying the sunshine.'

'‘No, | haven't had agood day. I've 1

'Oh, dear! Areyou dl right?

'Yes, I'm dl right, but thecar isn't. It'snot 2 but the
repairswill come to at least five hundred pounds.’

'‘But what happened?

'WEell, you see, it wasaround fiveo'clock. 3 wasin
full swing, carsand buseseverywhere. | had already 4  for
over half an hour. | remembered that 1'd forgotten to go to the
baker's, so | looked for somewhere to park. | saw asmall spacein
front of an entrance to ayard. Therewasa' No parking" sign,
but | didn't think it would matter for just afew minutes. So
| —5 .1 bought the bread, hopped back into the car and was

with the car.'

just 6  when suddenly ahuge delivery van appeared behind
me! Weboth 7, but hecouldn't stopintime, so
he g me, of course. Hewasannoyed and started shouting

the usual rubbish about women drivers.'

'So your poor little Mini's had quite aday!'

'WEell, the thingis - er —when | went into the garage this
morning | couldn't start my car — so I'm afraid it wasyour car |
wasdriving.'

94 Politicsand gover nment (&1191-2)

A candidate for election or .

standsfor office  goesfor office ~ sits for office  runs for office
A'maiden speech’' ismadeinthe House .
byfemale MPs by new MPs only by ministers

'Front benchers are .

seats at the front of the House

long-serving members of parliament

members of parliament who hold ministerial office

If the Prime Minister 'goes to the country', he or she
resigns holdsa referendum callsa general election




Which iscorrect?

Compl ete the conversation with
the correct idiomsin the correct
form.

acosed line

Qo dead

becutof

put someonethrough

takethecall

hold theline

out of order

get through

ringo f

thelineis engaged

5

2

4

The Stock Exchange 63

In politics, the adjective'shadow' means .
of thegoverningparty of the opposition party previous
seoond in importance

95 The Stock Exchange 1192

A 'bull market' means that
sharepricesarerising sharepricesarefalling
share pricesare not moving
A 'bear market' means that
sharepricesarerising share prices arefalling
share prices are not moving

‘Blue chips' are

securitiesissued by thegovernment

industrial shares consideredto bea safe investment
industrial sharesconddered to bea risky investment
'Gilt-edged securities' are
shareswhich pay high drvidends
shares issued by thegovernment
If sharesare'at par', theysellat .

their nominal value, i.e. their originalprice  the market value
their lowest priceever

new shareissues

96 Telephoning E1193-4

'I've been tryingto ring my brother Nick at work, but |

couldn't 1 tohim. First of al, it took me half an hour to
find a phone-box that worked - the first three | went into were

dl 2 .ldidled Nick's number and heard it ringing, then
there wassilence, nothing! Thelinehadsimply 3 .1 diadled
again and got awrong number. The third time, Nick must have
been phoning someone himself because 4 . Atthefourth try
lhad 5 -1 could hear two people havingarather personal
conversation. Thefifth time, | managed to speak to Nick's
secretary. | asked herto 6 to Nick. Shetold me

to 7 andl heard her ask Nickif hewantedto 8 .Of
course he said "Yes' and we exchanged afew words, then for
somereasonwe 9  and welost the connection. By thistime




64  Idiomsfrom special subjects

Compl ete the dialogueswith the
correct wordsfrom thelist,
changing the form where
necessary. Use some words
twice.

off

up

on

over

Which iscorrect?

1

| wasvery angry. | dialed asixth time, but itwasabad line, so |
hadto 10 .Whenl| tried again later, the secretary told me
Nick had left the officefor the afternoon!’

'How annoying! But tell me, what wasit that you wanted to
tell your brother so urgently?

"That my home telephone's out of order! Nick isthe head
of the fault section at British Telecom.'

97 Travd E1194

'Last Sunday wewent atrip to Lake Windermere.'

'How did you go? coach or car?

'Are you going holiday thisyear?

'Yes, my wifewould like to acruise, soitwon't bea
cheap holiday, I'm afraid.’

'What time did you set when you went to Edinburgh?
'‘Not until lunch-time, sowe had to stop inthe Lake
District on the way.'

'Did you put at ahotel?

'Yes, but sincewehadn't _ areservation, we had difficulty

gettingaroom.'

'The flight leavesat nine forty-five, so what time should we
check 7

'‘Not later than nine. Remember, we've got alot of luggage to
weigh

'‘What are you doing next weekend?

'We're goingon ashort break holiday to Paris. | haven't been
there before, so I'm looking forward to the sights.

98 Work and industrial relations

(El 194-6)

Which of the followingisnot aform of worker protest?
ago-dow awork-to-rule alock-out

Workers'on theshop floorare .

shop assistants  shop stewards

manual workers on theproduction line




Work and industrial relations 65

Which three mean the same?

ashop steward ablackleg astrikebreaker ascab apicket
Which two expressions mean 'finish work for the day'?
knock off layoff dgnoff dockoff

When aworker is'laid off he
isill isout of work temporarily isout of work permanently

If you work longer than your usual working hours, you

work unsocial hours do overtime  do shifi-work

An unemployed person receiving money from the state issaid to
be .

ontheboard ontheskop floor onthedole

If you apply for a job but are not accepted you are

laid off made redundant turned down




66

Complete the sentences with
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

havea beein one's bonnet
takethebull by the horns

have buzterflies in one's stomach
let thecat out of the bag

not stand a cat in hell's chance
go tothedogs

barking dogs seldom bite

do the donkey work

000k SOmMeone's goose

hold one's horses

smell a rat

10

|dioms with key words from
special categories

Animals

99 Animals ¢1197-203)

Tom's report isexcellent, but remember that it was his
assistant who , compiling facts and figures from miles of
computer print-out.

did the donkey work

My Uncle Bert liveson health food. He about living to
be ahundred, and hewon't eat anythingthat contains animal fat.
‘How did you find out about the party? 'Well, it wasJeff

who . | suppose he thought | knew about it.'

Theroof's falenin, the floors are rotting and the garden's run
wild. What a pity to let such alovely old house likethat.
Mike was hoping to spend the weekend alone withJoan, fishing
in Scotland. But thenJoan's brother arrived unexpectedly, so
they had to take him with them. Poor old Mike. That

redly .

‘Do you think Rod will get the job that he applied for? 'No, in
my opinion he . Hesimply isn't good enough.'

Ohdear = I'm beginning to get nervous now. |

adways before an exam. Don't you?

Old Mr Fletcher isdwayscomplaining about thechildren
making a noise and kicking their football into his garden. He's
threatened to call the police, but I'm sure hewon't.
'Will you let me drive your new car? I'l've only just
orderedit. | won't get it until January at the earliest.’

After their quarrel, Pamela and Jack avoided each other for
weeks, until Jack decided to and invite Pamelato a
concert. Now they're good friends again.

I'm surprised that Greg didn't sense that something waswrong.
Inhis position, | think | would have




Animals 67

Which idiom describes the
picture? Complete the
sentences using idiomswhich
include thewordsin thelist.
whale

cat

catsand dogs

snail

crocodile

lark

The children are having

awhaleof atime

100 Animals €1197-203)

190
1989

5 Johnny is of himself 6 Thetrafficsgoing .

again.




68  Idiomswith keyswor dsfrom special categories

Complete the sentences by
choosing the correct word from
thelist. Use oneword twice.
blue

black

red

green

Complete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.

Colours

101 Colours €1203-6)

I've paid off my overdraft at last! | must admit that | feel better
now that I'm in the again.
black

| got aletter this morning saying that an uncle in Australia had
left me some money in hiswill. | didn't know that | still had an
uncle in Australia, so it was completely out of the .
Itisn't all that easy to get avisaand work permit for the States.
There's till alot of tape.

Don't believe dl the bad things you've heard about Tom
Spencer. Heisn't as asheis painted.

The plans are ready, so assoon as you give methe light I'll
start with the construction work.

'Do you still visit your friends in Edinburgh? '‘No, not since we
moved to Cambridge. Only onceina _ moon,
unfortunately.'

102 Colours €1203-6)

'What did you think of the Prime Minister's speech? 'Too
many . Shewastrying to divert attention away from the
really important issues.'

whitelies black sheep red herrings

Tinacame home and announced to her parents that she had got
engaged to Frank. It was for them, because they hadn't
even met him!

aredletterday ablack mark abolt fromtheblue

'‘Some of the new plantsin my garden don't seem to be growing
very well.' 'Well, ask Ted what to do about them. He's

got 0

redtape greenfingers grey matter agreen bt

Matthew and Walter are both highly respectable lawyers. It's
Simon who's the . Hewent off to Mexico with anight-
club dancer.

blue-eyedboy black mark  black sheep




Numbers, size, measurement 69

Explain the meaning of the
idiomsin italics.

Substitute for the phrasein
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

oneof thesedays

be one up on someone

onein theeye for someone

back to squareone

oneby one

onetoo many

oneor two

5 If you see Robert, don't mention me. I'm afraid | wasvery rude

to himlast night, so now I'm
intheblack inthered in hisblack books in abluefunk

Numbers, size, measurement

103 number «1207)

Who's Alekseev's oppositenumber in the British Government?
person occupying the same position

Paul only thinks about number one. He doesn't consider the
feelings of othersat all.

| wanted to speak to Mrs Marsden but apparently she's on a
businesstrip. Wha's her number two?

Whoever called Charles Thorpe a back number is badly informed.
Charles till has considerable influencein the company.

When the Prime Minister finds out that it was Archer who
leaked the confidential report his number will be up.

I've promised my mother that when my number comes up I’1l buy
her a cottage in the country.

104 one (1207-9)

The project has used up all the money and hasn't brought the
expected results, so unfortunately we're back where we started.
back tosquareone

It will be a nasty shock toJim when he hearsthat Paul has been
chosen to head the teaching team instead of him.

Theclub president first addressed the group. Then he thanked
the members individually.

I’'ll ring for ataxi to take Alex home. In my opinion he's had too
much todrink.

John sometimes cheats in mathstests. His teacher hasn't
caught himyet, but beforelong she will!

| waslucky at the interview. | had an advantage over most of the
other candidates because of my fluent Spanish.

'‘Can you lend me some coins for the phone-box?'Sorry, 1
can't. I've only got a few and | need them myself.'




70 Idiomswith key wordsfrom special categories

105 two, three, etc. &1209-12)

Which idiom describesthe
picture? Complete the
sentences with the correct idiom
in the correct form.

bein tmwe minds about something
two heads arebetter than one

two’s company

threecheer sfor someonel

on all fours

knock someonefor six 1 He's
at sxesand sevens
dressed up to the nines
on cloud nine

nineteen to the dozen ig/?;’?
forty winks Q@é H;{‘{%)\\
o K—L{' \/ﬂ/
(o] o

looking for his 2 Someone has .
spectacles.

(
)
3 She about goingto 4 for Harry!
the party.

Hestaking . 5 They've been 6 AuntMaggiewas .
forty winks chatting __ . for hours!




Numbers,size, measurement 71

coﬂsrg)»cm: BoOocASE

7 They're thinking 8 Theyagreethat .
that ..

9 She's had some good news. 10 UncleBobwas — .
She's

106 size, inch, mile E1212-13

Explain the meaning of the Sothat'sabout thesize of it. I've givenyou all the facts and now
idiomsinitalics. the matter's in your hands.
that'safair description of the situation

1 Thenew cook has only been here twoweeks, but she's already
behaving asif the canteen couldn't be run without her. It's time
someone cut her down to size.

2 Don't imagine that I'm going to buy this Rolls-Royce - I'm not
that rich. I'm just sitting at the wheel and tying iz for size!

3 I 'waswithinan inch of resigning today. | had aserious difference
of opinion with my head of department.

4 Patrick not only hasatypically Irish sense of humour. He's every
inch an Irishman.




72 ldiomswith key words from special categories

Compl ete the sentences with

the correct idiom in the correct

form.

giveone'srightarm

keep someoneat arm'slength

with openarms

behind someone'sback

sethe back of something

put someone's back up

put one'sback into something

get someone'shlood up

bein someone'sblood

make no bones about something

have got a boneto pick with
SOmeone

10

We tried to persuade Greg to change his decision, but he
wouldn't budgean inch.

Were you speaking to me?Sorry, | was milesaway.

Robert saysit doesn't matter that he didn't get the scholarship,
but you can s his disappointment a mile off

Oneof the new traineesis especialy bright and quick to learn,
but she also talks a milea minute.

Parts of the body

107 arm, back, blood, bone &1213-15)

| wish Barry would stop bragging about hisfootball successes.
Hisarroganceredly .
putsmy back up

'Didn't Jim tell hiswifethat he'd decided to sell the car? 'No,
that's what the big quarrel wasabout. He did it =0
Thefellowin the flat above always wastes my time chatting, so |
try to

You are so lucky to get the chance of going to work inJapan.

I'd to be asked to go.

Thisreport isextremely time consuming. I'll begladto .
Musicmust _ . Shecould play the piano and the violin
beautifully at the age of six.

ru . | thought the way you handled the situation was
inadequate, to say the least.

We're behind schedulewith production. If we still intend to get
the order out before the end of the month, well haveto  _
Don't go away. | you. Why did you tell Sue that | don't
like her new car?I told you that in confidence.

Why are some people so greedy?That kind of behaviour

really .

Thechildren loved the old train set you found in your attic.
Theywelcomed it .




Parts of thebody 73

Complete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.

108 brain, chest, ear, elbow 1215-17)

Mary has some very good ideas for English conversation
classes. Why don't you before your new course begins?
rack her brain  pick her brain  keep your ear to theground

pick her brain

We've got anew junior assistant, fresh from law school. He's
vay idedlistic-«till

outonhisear all ears wet behind theears

If you want the wood to realy shine, you'll haveto put abit
more intoit!

ebowroom dbowgrease braindrain

I'm sorry, but | realy haven't got time to come with you. You
canseethat I'm

allears outonmyear uptomyears

Roger hasn't decided just how much to tell Jack about the new
situation. He's going to wait for Jack's reaction first and

then

playbyear playitbyear keephisearclosetotheground

I've decided totell Nicole that it was my mistake. She'll find out
the truth herself beforelong, so I'd rather NOW.
turnadeaf eartoit play my cards doseto my chest

getit off my chest

'Have you found those filesyet? '‘No, I've been for
hoursbut | can't remember where | left them.'

havinga brainwave racking my brains  pickingmy brains

o’




74 ldiomswith key words from special categories

109 eye (E1217-19)

Which idiom describes the
picture?Complete the
sentences with the correct idiom

in the correct form. /}J f1 (% (»
seeq etoeye Q ) \
beup to the eyes 7

pull the wool over someone's eyes / /%/
cry One'seyesout

turn a blind eye to something
catch someone'seye
keep one'sqges pecled

Hecouldn't —_ 3 Theydont . 4 She's tryingto
pull thewool over the
judge's eyes

5 Hes _ ___. 6 He's




Partsof thebody 75

Substitute for the phrasein
italicsan idiom from the list with
the same meaning.

put a bracefaceon it

lose face

facethe music

let'sfaceit

be staring someonein the face
all fingers and thumbs

keep one'sfingers crossed

put one'sfinger on something
havegot a finger in evey pie

Complete the sentences with
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

fall on one'sfeet

0et off on the wrong foot

put one'sbest foot forward

put one's foot in it

get back on one's fegt

put one's foot down

let one'shair down

not turn a hair

keep your hair on!

110 face, finger @1219-21)

If you really don't want to be humiliated in the office, admit your
mistake and apologize to the rest of the staff.
lose face

Rob isvery worried about hiswife's condition, but for the sake of
the children, he's pretending nothingis serioudy wrong.

I know that selling the house will be a hard blow to us all, but let's
betruthful, we need the money.

Surely you can see what he wants. It'svey obvious. He's going to
ask you to marry him!

Well, Paul, it wasyour fault and you'll have to meet thecriticism
and unpleasantnesssome time. So why not now?

I'm going for an important interview this afternoon at three, so
wish meluck!

Brewer isinvolved in many activities.He's on every local
committeeyou can mention.

Oh, I'm so sorry. I've dropped al your books. I'm clumsy with my
handstoday, I'm afraid.

There's something about the way Jason looks at me that makes
me feel uneasy, but | can't identify it.

111 foot, feet, hair «1221-2)

Would you believeit! The day after Dave resigned, he had a
phone call from Tokyo offering him a job at twice his present
salary! Dave dways .

fallson hisfeet

Father's easygoing and tolerant, but he when Mike asked
him if twelve of hisfriends could camp in the living-room after
the party. That wassimply too much to ask.

| didn't know thatJoan and Barry had separated. I'm afraid

I when | askedJoan why Barry was away from home so
often.

If you intend to finish the decorating by this evening, you'll have
to . Thekitchen will take longer than you think.




76  ldiomswith key words from special categories

Complete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.

Explain the meaning of the
idiomsinitalics.

Jackie and | have never realy liked each other. For some reason
we _ because of amisunderstanding, and we never really
becamefriends.

When Helen had to close her restaurant she lost quite alot of
money, but it didn't take her long to

Thorpewas unmoved by the verdict. When the jury pronounced

him guilty, he
All right! . If it makesyou angry | won't doiit!
When the formalitiesare over we shall all be able to and

have areally good time.

112 hand E1222-5)

Bob would repair your car for you. He used towork asacar
mechanic and he likesto by doing small repair jobs.
strengthenhishand  keep hishand in  show his hand
'Can you tell meJoe's new telephone number? 'No, not
But I've got it written down somewhere.'

athand tohand offhand hands off

'‘Who told you that Jane and Patrick are moving to Exeter?"'l
found out .Jane told me herself.'

athand azfirsehand offhand in hand

| asked Mary if she had time to help with the exhibition, but she
saysshe already.

is putting her hand to theplough  has her hands full

is forcing her hand

I need some help with these boxes. Could you possibly —?
givemeabighand givemea freehand grve meahand
The new product wasafailure and the firm lost orders
capinhand hand ever fisr out of hand

113 head E1225-6)

| was so upset when the accident happened. | don't know how |
managed to kegp my head.
stay calm

Janet has got it into her head that she's not as physically fit asshe
ought to be, so she's joined ahealth club.




Parts of the body

Which idiom describesthe
picture? Complete the
sentences by choosing the
correct idiom.

I'm afraid | don't know much about computers, so what you're
sayingis above my head.

Sally has dwayshad a good Aead for figures. She'd like to become
an accountant.

Can you make head or tail of Uncle Ken's letter?l can't. Ishe
coming next week or isn't he?

If you haven't got much time, don't visit Mr Green today. He'll
talk your head off!

Dave, stop talking through the back of your head! What you’re
sayingisuntrue and quite impossible.

114 heart, heel, leg @1226-8)

Tom's doing hishomework 2 He's tryingtolearn the

but . formulas .
his heart'sin his mouth at heart
hisheartisn'tin it to his heart's content
hehasn't the heart by heart

JE—

Llj 7=
personen ]| ey
T\

=%

Tk

3 He's beginningto . 4 Someone criticized her and
take heart she's
loseheart taken it to heart
break his heart broken her heart

=t her hearton it

77




78  ldiomswith key words from special categories

5 When the policearrived, the 6 Hiscar

thieves . doesn't havea legto stand on
were down at heel ison itslast legs
kicked their hedls needsa legup

took to their heels

115 neck E1228-9)

What's missing? Compl ete the
sentences using an idiom from
thelist in the correct form.

be neck and neck

be up to the neck in something
break on€'s neck

breathe down someone’s neck
getitin the neck

1 Hell when his 2 Hefél down the steps and
mother seeswhat he's done. amost

JJ

3 She inwork. 4 Therunners ___ rightup 5 |wishshe'dstop _ !
to the finishing line.




Partsof thebody 79

Complete the sentenceswith
the correct idiom in the correct
form.

keep one'snose to the grindstone
lead someone by the nose

pay through the nose

turn one'snose up at something
grve someonethe cold shoulder
rub shoulderswith someone

put one'sshoulder to the wheel

Substitute for the phrasein
italicsan idiom from thelist with
the same meaning.

drenched to the skin

get under someon€e'sskin

by the skin of on€e'steeth

tread on someone'stoes

toetheline

be on one’s toes

be no skin off semeone’s nose

116 nose, shoulder 1229

You obviously don't think the quality of the material isgood
enough. | can seethatyou're
turningyour noseup at it

| can't believe that this paintingis so valuable. | hopewe
haven't forit.

Theworkerswere very angry because they felt that the union
|leaders were

Y ou have obviously been working very hard. If you you
should have the report finished by this afternoon.

You can't expect to pass the exam without doing any work. It's
time you , beforeit's too late.

Why didn't Hilary speak to me?Didn't she see me or was she
deliberately >

When John wasin the diplomatic service, he often used

to members of the royal family.

117 sKkin,toe 1230

If I wereyou, | wouldn't worry about Clive. It won 't affectyou
adversely whether he makes a success of his new business or not.
will be no skin off your nose

Thediver said that sharks had been following him and that he
had only escaped very narrowly.

1picked Marjorie up at the bus-stop. Poor thing, she was
thoroughly wet.

Mike isaways criticizing without reason. H e really annoys me.
You have to bealert and attentive when you're driving through the
city centre in the rush-hour.

Parker always expects us to do what he wants. H e forgets that we
have opinions and ideas of our own.

| didn't know that Sarah had baked the cake herself. I'm afraid |
hurt Aer feelings when | said that cream cakes are bad for you.




80 Idiomswith key words from special categories

—
118 tongue, tooth, teeth (E1230-1)
Compl ete the sentenceswith H e asked me the name of the shop. | but | didn't
the correct idiom in the correct remember it until he'd gone.
form. haditonthetip of my tongue
have something on the ip of one's There aretimeswhen it's wiser to than to say what one
tongue thinks.
h?'d on('estongue ‘How do you manage to keep so slim? 'Well, | (not) ,Soit
bite one'stongue off isnit really difficult.
have got a Sweet tooth

fight tooth and nail
CUt one’s teeth on something
get one'steeth into something

Compl ete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.

| thought Paul knew that Sarah had gone to Glasgow with Mark.
1could have when | realized that he didn't. How tactless
of me to mention it!

Bill would like me to give him an easy computer program to
write. He did well on the programming course, so now he needs
somethingto

We're al against the plans for the new motorway and local
politicians are prepared to to get them stopped.

The job seemed difficult at first, but assoonas| . it |
realized that it wasn't so bad after all.

Time
119 day Fr1231-3)
It's late. We ought to and continuewith the work
tomorrow.
makeadayofit makeourday callitaday
It's twenty years that we came to live here.

theotherday totheday thisday week

Mother had atelephone call from my brother in Australiathis
morning. She wasvery pleased, of course. Itredly .
madeher day washer day mon theday

Wevisited Sheila this morning and she suggested _ and
staying for lunch and afternoon tea. So we did.

having a field day callingitaday making aday of it
Thelanguage course was excellent. | found that my English
improved

dayindayout toaday dayhbyday




Compl ete the conversation with
the correct idioms in the correct
form.

keep regular hours

an unearthly hour

the small hours

anight owl

havea night out

at any moment

have one'smoments

have a minuteto call one'sown

a night on the town

on the spur of the moment

Compl ete the sentences by
choosing the correct idiom.

Time 81

120 hour, minute, moment, night
(El 233-4)

'‘Morning, Paul! You look tired.'

'Yes, | am. | had alate night last night. I'm not
usualy 1 ,butl 2 withsomefriendsyesterday. I've
been so busy al week that I've hardly 3, sol redly
enjoyed 4 .Istartworkearly,solusualy 5 ,but

yesterday wasan exception. | didn't come homeuntil 6 .t
was about two thirty, | think. | got into bed and must have fallen
adleep, because the next thing | knew my landlady was shaking
me, saying shewassorry towakemeatsuch 7, but she
thought there was a burglar in the kitchen. She had heard noises
and wanted me to take alook.'

'Well, where was her husband?

'Mr Pearson's working on the night-shift, and since their
son's on holiday | was the only man in the house. I'm usually a
coward, butldo 8 ,sol grabbed my tennis racket, which
wasthe only thing | could think of 9 | and crept downstairs.'

‘And then?

'I saw adark figure in the kitchen with aknifein his hand,
ready tostrike 10 . | wasjust about to hit him with the racket
when avoice shouted out, "Hey! It's mgl" [t wasMr Pearson. He
had forgotten his sandwiches.'

121 time E1234-6)

That clock isunreliable. It's been recently.
behind thetimes keepingbad time  takingitstime
keepingbad time

If you want to make areally good job of laying the carpet, you'll

have to

takeyour time bideyour time  keep good time

I've asked Mike not to leave hiscar in front of my gates,
but he dwaysforgets.

timeand again attimes inthenick oftime

I'm sorry | can't stop for achat, but I'm at the moment.
behind thetimes innotime pressed for time  buyingtime




82

Idiomswith key words from special categories

10

'What's Sarah doing these days? 'She's starting collegein
October, so ____ she's helping her father in the shop.'
fromtimetotime forthetimebeing at times

'It's December aready. Thisyear has passed so quickly.’
‘Indeed, ’

time'sup therésnotimelikethe present  time flies

Sorry I'm late. Am I still _ for some coffee or hasit all
gone?

inthenick of time ontime intime atthetime

The police thought Jerry McGregor was behind the bank
robbery, until they realized that he was till -
bidingtime doingtime hazing thetimeof his /ife

larrived late at the station and almost missed my train. | just
managed to jumponit _ _

atthebesoftimes innotime inthenickoftime

Jim's very good and quick at repairing things. He'll fix your
leakingtap .

ingood time innotime in hisomn good time

Penny's waiting for avacancy in thelegal department. Until
then, she's in the sales department.

doingtime playing for time biding her time




83

Which comparison describes
the picture? Use an adjective
and anoun from thelists.

cold mud
brown ice
black post
fit codl
clear Punch
pleased jiddle
deaf berry

He's

as brownas aberry

|diomswith comparisons

122 Comparisonswith as... as
(El 237-8)

3 Shes 4 The doctor says
he's




84 Idiomswith comparisons

Compl ete the sentenceswith a
comparison, using an adjective
and anoun from thelists.

old
warm
quick
white
tough
quiet
fresh

daisy
lightning
leather
toast
sheet
mouse

hills

Hishands and face 6 Theexplanationis

are

123 Comparisonswith as... as
(El 237-8)

| promise not to disturb you. I'll just sit here and I’ll be
asquiet asamouse

After agood night's sleep you'll feel

I'm in these new boots. Look how thick the fur lining is!
Quickly! Find achair for this patient, nurse. He's and |
think he's going to faint.

I'm afraid the meal | cooked wasadisaster. It took solong to cut
and chew the steak. It was

Pam's very good at adding up figures. | aways need acalculator,
butshes

'Have you heard the news about Kevin's skiing holiday? 'Oh,
you mean when he broke his leg on the airport escalator and
spent hisholiday in aMunich hospital ?T hat story's g




Comparisonswithlike 85

Which comparison with like
describesthe picture?Usea

verb and anoun from the lists.

g0 chimney
look bomb

run drowned rat
sing hare

deep water
smoke log

spend money  lark

;‘gm? N

Fred'snewcar .
goeslikeabomb

124 Comparisonswith like (1238-41)

M.

4

3 Hiswife

5 She's inher chair, 6 Shewasstandinginthe
ran,




8 Idiomswith comparisons

Complete the sentences with a
comparison with like, using a
verb and anoun from thelists.

Sit |eaf

drink horse

eat wildjre
treat dirt

grin fish

spread Cheshirecat
shake glove

125 Comparisonswith like E1238-41)

| think I’ll buy these jeans. They're perfect. They |
fitlikeaglove

‘Last night inthe pubJim Spence was ordering pints of bitter as
if they were glasses ofwater.' 'Yes, | know.He .

What's wrong with Sally?Has she had ashock?She's

I've never seen anyone eat as much food as Patrick does.

He

Someone told me that it's very unpleasant working for that firm.
They their employees
The newsthat M r Chamberlain was resigning . Everyone
knew about it an hour after he had told the Managing Director.
Why are you ? What do you find so amusing?




Key

19

1 haveher ownway 2 haveit bothways 3 mend
hisways 4 hasawaywith 5 gohisownway

20

1 takehisword forit 2 word forword 3 havea
word 4 hasthelast word 5 mum's the word

21

1 improve her financial and socia standing

2 wonderful 3 lost her financial and social
position 4 inavery happy mood 5 very different
from each other

22

1 heisverytired 2 heiscleverandaert 3 isvery
popular 4 doesn't careatal 5 atleast £2000

23

1 howabout 2 andhow! 3 Howcome
4 Howonearth 5 How's itgoing

24

1 itisvery surprising 2 | can't understand
3 it's not possible to predict what will happen
4 it doesnot matter 5 itisa just punishment

25

1 steponit 2 beenatit 3 catchit 4 Jumptoit!
5 takeiteasy 6 holdit! 7 Takeitor leaveit

8 Blastit! 9 outwithit 10 sleeponit

26

1 That'stheticket 2 Cometothat 3 Thatwill do
4 That doesit! 5 That'stornit!

27

1 there's nothing difficult involved 2 straight away
3 thereisnootherway 4 | don't know the answer
5 onecan't know what will happen

28

1 too much of agood thing 2 too many cooks
3 toogood to betrue 4 too bigfor hisboots
5 too true!

29

1 hasgot what it takes 2 What's the game?
3 and what's more 4 and what not

5 knowswhat's what

30

1 castlesintheair 2 aflashinthepan 3 aturn-
up for the books 4 aspokeinhiswheel 5 abiton
theside

31

1 ablessing indisguise 2 acogin the machine
3 amug'sgame 4 afeatherinhiscap

5 another cupof tea 6 apillar of society

7 thegiftof thegab 8 the tricksof the trade
9 apieceof cake 10 hisown man

32

1 atough customer 2 atight squeeze 3 aflash
Harry 4 asquarepeg 5 aclosething

33
1 aflyingvist 2 aconfirmed bachelor 3 abitter
pill 4 asoftspot 5 ablind date 6 alivewire

7 asnapdecision 8 adown payment
concern 10 plain sailing

34

1 arallingstone 2 an open secret
4 aclosething 5 awet blanket

35

1 cutanddried 2 bright and breezy 3 spick and
span 4 freeandeasy 5 haleand hearty

36

1 hammer and tongs 2 peace and quiet
3 rackand ruin 4 touchandgo 5 insand outs

37

1 occasionally 2 practicaly 3 seldom
4 notimportant 5 atirregular intervals

38

1 pick and choose 2 waitandsee 3 grinand bear
it 4 tossedandturned 5 giveand take

9 agoing

3 aninside job



39
1 bitby bit 2 againand again 3 by and by
4 blow by blow 5 dlinall

40

1 Yes, itwill goagainstthegrain. 2 Yes, itwas
completely aboveboard. 3 Yes, he's cleaned it aftera
fashion. 4 Yes, it goesacrosstheboard. 5 Yes, he's
feeling abovepar.

41

1 inastate of disagreement 2 if absolutely
necessary 3 haphazardly 4 awaysand
everywhere 5 without abreak

42

1 behind thescenes 2 below par 3 by leapsand
bounds 4 behind closed doors 5 by degrees

43

1 Yes, | read it from covertocover. 2 Yes, it's his for
theasking. 3 Yes, they did it just for kicks.

4 No, heonly said it for fun. 5 No, shelearnt it from
scratch.

44

1 inthedumps 2 intheflesh 3 institches
4 intrim 5 inastew

45

1 off the beatentrack 2 off thepeg 3 off colour
4 off therecord 5 off form

46

1 ontheoff-chance 2 Onbalance 3 oncal
4 onthebeat 5 ontherun 6 onthe move
7 onthedole 8 onthedot 9 ontherack
10 onthetiles

47

1 out of condition/out of the running 2 out o
place 3 out for the count 4 out of sorts

5 over the moon

Key 89

48

1 mad 2 ineveryway 3 uptothe presenttime
4 exactly 5 without help 6 receiving medical
treatment 7 secret 8 out of her senses

9 exactly the thing he enjoys 10 not more than we
can afford

49

1 isinfor 2 bedownon 3 beonto 4 beup
against 5 wasinto

50

1 breakup 2 brokeitup 3 break herin
4 bringingin 5 brought off 6 brought it on

51

1 calsfor 2 cadledon 3 carryon 4 catchon
5 catchup 6 cdlin

52

1 cameup 2 comingaong 3 cameacross
4 cameto 5 comingin

53

1 drivesharplyinfront of you 2 reduced her
consumption of 3 upset 4 fasten 5 preventyou
fromgettingit 6 need

54

1 gotthrough 2 gotover 3 getby 4 getdown
to 5 isgettingon 6 getupto 7 getaway withit
8 getoff 9 getoutof 10 got up

55

1 goneoff 2 gofor 3 gothrough with it
4 goforme 5 goingon 6 gone up
7 going through 8 gointo

56

1 wait 2 keep 3 standwaiting 4 teasingyou
5 discussit fullywithher 6 have an engagement

57
1 holdwith 2 hold out 3 hold out for
4 hold over 5 holds off



Key

58
1 keptatit 2 Keepon 3 keptyou up 4 keepin
5 Keepoutof 6 keep upwith

59

1 over 2on 3down 4up 5into 6in
7 out 81to

60
1 makeout 2 makingthingsup 3 made off
4 makeitout 5 madeover 6 madefor

7 make off with 8 make up for

61

1 Yes, she just passed out.
3 Yes,ithaspassedeoff. 4 No, I'll haveto pass on it.
5 No, it's playingup. 6 Yes, | think you should play
alongwith him. 7 Yes, shepassediton. 8 Yes he
often plays up to him.

62
1 puttingup 2 putyouup 3 putyou out
4 putitoff 5 putupwith

63
1 beusedup 2 print, duplicate 3 take control of
you 4 read quickly 5 encountered

64

1 Yes, Il seeyouoff. 2 Yes,wesaw it through.
3 Yes, I'll seeyouout. 4 Yes, were goingto seeit
through. 5 Yes, weve had it seen to.

65

1in 2off 3up 4 back 5 on
66

1 standinfor 2 standsout 3 satup
4 stand down 5 sat back

67

1 taking off 2 takenin 3 takingon
4 take after 5 took up with

2 No, theyplayed it down.

68

1 turnup 2 turnout 3 turnhim over
4 turned down 5 turn them away

69

1 He's havingalie-in. 2 Thecar's acomplete
write-off 3 She's having a good work-out.

4 He's givinghimatip-off 5 There's beena
sudden fall-offin profits. 6 He's had a breakdown.

7 There's been acut-back in expenditure.

8 He's having acheck-up. 9 One photograph isa
blow-up of the other. 10 There arealot of people at
the check-out.

70
1 mistake 2 review 3 delay 4 decrease
5 leaflet

71

1 break theice 2 break thebank 3 break fresh
ground 4 bringher tobook 5 brings home the
bacon 6 broughttolight 7 break even

8 brought hometo him

72

1 comeinhandy 2 camedowntoearth
3 cameunstuck 4 cometogripswith 5 come off
second best

73

1 actashost 2 wasthe correct solution to the
problem 3 producingexcellent results 4 played a
meantrick 5 tried ashard as possible

74

1 getamoveon 2 getdown to brass tacks

3 getmewrong 4 getinonthe ground floor

5 gotthemessage 6 getting nowhere

7 gettingthere 8 gotthewindup 9 get my own
back 10 got the pictureclear

75

1 escapefromthem 2 revealed our secret

3 gavemeapainful time 4 makesmefed afraid
5 provided him with astrong challenge



76

1 gospare 2 gothewholehog 3 wentphut
4 goingdownhill 5 went by the board

77

1 havegot first refusal 2 haveasay 3 haven't got
aclue 4 haveyourwitsaboutyou 5 hasgota
nerve

78

1 keepintouch 2 keepmeposted 3 keepup
appearances 4 keepshimself tohimself 5 kepta
tight rein on him

79

1 making hispresencefelt 2 madeanamefor
himself 3 makeadashforit 4 making light
5 makedo

80

1 besecond inimportance 2 actscleverly

3 involving herself inarisky situation 4 doestheir
share of thework 5 usinghisinfluence and good
connections 6 make agreater effort

81

1 The policeman hascaught himin the act./ The
burglar's been caught in theact. 2 He's burning the
midnightoil. 3 He's goingto pip himat the post.

4 He'sletting himselfgo. 5 They're waiting their
turn. 6 She'slostthethread of thestory. 7 Her
mother's laying down thelaw. 8 They're comparing
notes. 9 They are looking daggers at each other.

10 She's sent him packing.

82

1 putting thescrewsonus 2 put the tinlid on

3 put thefirmonthemap 4 put your thinking cap
on 5 put the record straight

83

1 seethesights 2 seereason 3 seenlife
4 standsafair chance 5 stand her ground
6 stand on ceremony

Key 91

84

1 takesides 2 taking downapeg 3 takeadim
viewof it 4 takeariseoutof 5 takeyour pick

6 wastakenforaride 7 takeitlyingdown

8 takesthe biscuit 9 takeahint 10 took thewind
out of hissails

85

1 tothrow hisweight around 2 threw her off her
balance 3 throwinthetowel 4 turned thecorner
5 turnover anewleaf 6 turned up trumps

86

1 dtick at nothing 2 Isshe new to the game?

3 calling theshots 4 picked holesin

5 blowing her own trumpet 6 isaskingfor trouble
7 knowshisonions 8 crossesswords 9 fly off the
handle 10 tell her where to get off

87

1 holdwater 2 clear theair 3 cal hisbluff

4 pickingaquarrel 5 ringsabell 6 let meoff the
hook 7 losehistouch 8 bitten off more than she
canchew 9 methismatch 10 riseto the occasion

88

| openanaccount 2 acurrentaccount

3 draw money out 4 adeposit account

5 makeoutacheque 6 acrossed cheque/an open
cheque 7 anopen cheque/a crossed cheque

8 ajointaccount 9 bounce 10 payin

89

1 amount 2 thedrawer 3 by 4 afuturedate
5 you have nomoney in the account 6 can be
cashed by anyone who hasit

90

1 makes neither profit norloss 2 cannot pay its
debts 3 ameeting of acompany's directors

4 provides a percentage of acompany's capital but
takes no part in its management

5 dishonest businessdealings 6 closeadesl
unfairly



Key

a

1 shoparound 2 shopwith 3 take goodson
approval 4 onHP 5 putspricesup

6 brings prices/them down 7 knocked money off
8 sellinglikehot cakes 9 outof stock 10 doesa
roaring trade

92

1 passed away 2 ontop of theworld 3 worn out
4 caughtacold 5 throwitoff 6 comedown with
7 running atemperature 8 ladup 9 uptothe
mark 10 onthe mend

93

1 had asmash 2 awrite-off 3 The rush-hour

4 been stuck in atraffic jan 5 pulledin

6 backingout 7 jammed onthebrakes 8 raninto

94

1 standsfor office, runsfor office 2 by new MPs
3 members of parliament who hold ministerial office
4 calsageneral election 5 of the opposition party

9%

1 sharepricesarerising 2 share pricesarefaling
3 industria shares considered to be asafe investment
4 sharesissued by the government 5 their nominal
value, i.e. their original price

96

1 getthrough 2 outoforder 3 gone dead

4 thelinewasengaged 5 acrossedline 6 put me
through 7 hold theline 8 takethecall

9 werecut off 10 ring off

97

1 on,By,by 2 on,take 3 off,over 4 up, made
5in,in 6 doing

98

1 alock-out 2 manual workerson the production
line 3 astrike breaker, ablackleg, ascab

4 knock off, clock off 5 isout of work temporarily
6 doovertime 7 onthedole 8 turned down

99

1 hasabeeinhisbonnet 2 let the cat out of the bag
3 gotothedogs 4 cooked his goose

5 doesn't stand acat in hell's chance

6 havebutterfliesin my stomach 7 Barking dogs
seldom bite 8 Hold your horses 9 take the bull by
thehorns 10 smeltarat

100

1 raining catsand dogs 2 cat nap
3 crocodiletears 4 up with thelark
5 makingabeast 6 atasnail's pace

101
1 blue 2 red 3 black 4 green 5 blue

102

1 red herrings 2 abolt from the blue
3 greenfingers 4 black sheep 5 inhisblack
books

103

1 himself 2 immediate subordinate 3 aperson
no longer regarded asimportant 4 hewill be
severely punished 5 getlucky

104

1 oneintheeyefor 2 onebyone 3 onetoo many
4 oneof thesedays 5 wasoneupon 6 oneor
two

105

1 onadlfours 2 knocked himforsix 3 isintwo
minds 4 Threecheers 5 nineteen to the dozen
6 dressed up tothenines 7 two's company

8 two heads are better thanone 9 oncloud nine
10 at sixesand sevens

106

1 showed her to be lessimportant than she leads
peopletobelieve 2 tryingittoseeif it pleasesme
3 verycloseto 4 throughly 5 yield/give way at
al 6 thinking about somethingelse 7 see his
disappointment very clearly 8 chatters continuously



107

1 behind her back 2 keep him at arm's length

3 givemyrightarm 4 seetheback ofit 5 bein
her blood 6 make nobonesaboutit 7 putour
backsintoit 8 have got abone to pick with you

9 getsmy blood up 10 with open arms

108

1 wet behind theears 2 elbow grease 3 uptonmy
ears 4 playitbyear 5 getitoff mychest
6 racking my brains

109

1 uptotheeyes 2 crying her eyesout 3 seeeye
toeye 4 catchhiseye 5 keeping hiseyepeeled
6 turningablind eyeto

110

1 puttingabravefaceonit 2 let'sfaceit 3 It's

staring you intheface 4 facethemusic 5 keep

your fingerscrossed 6 hasgot afinger in every pie
7 al fingers and thumbs 8 put my finger on it

111

1 put hisfoot down 2 put myfootinit 3 putyour
best foot foward 4 got off on the wrong foot

5 getback on her feet 6 didn't turnahair

7 Keepyour hairon! 8 let our hair down

112

1 keep hishandin 2 offhand 3 atfirst hand
4 hasher handsfull 5 give meahand
6 hand over fist

113

1 isconvinced 2 too difficult for me to understand
3 been good at mathematics 4 understand
5 takforalongtime 6 talking nonsense

114

1 hisheartisn'tinit
4 takenit to heart
last legs

2 byheart 3 lose heart
5 took totheir heels 6 isonits

Key 93

115

1 getitintheneck 2 brokehisneck 3 isupto
theneck 4 wereneck and neck 5 breathing down
my neck

116

1 paid through the nose 2 leading them by the
nose 3 keep your nose to the grindstone

4 put your shoulder tothewheel 5 givingmethe
cold shoulder 6 rub shoulderswith

117

1 by theskinof histeeth 2 drenched to the skin
3 getsunder my skin 4 beonyour toes 5 toethe
line 6 trod on her toes

118

1 hold one's tongue 2 haven't got a sweet tooth
3 bitten my tongue off 4 cut his teeth on
5 fight tooth and nail 6 got my teeth into it

119
1 cdlitaday 2 totheday 3 made her day

4 makingaday of it 5 day by day
120
1 anightowl 2 hadanightout 3 had aminute to

cal myown 4 anight on the town

5 keep regular hours 6 the small hours

7 an unearthly hour 8 have my moments

9 on the spur of themoment 10 at any moment

121

1 takeyour time 2 timeand again

3 pressed for time 4 for the time being

5 timeflies 6 intime 7 doingtime 8 inthe
nick of time 9 innotime 10 biding her time

122 .

1 ascold asice 2 asdeaf asapost 3 aspleased as
Punch 4 asfitasafiddle 5 asblack ascoal

6 asclear as mud



94 Key

123

1 asfreshasadaisy 2 aswarm astoast
3 aswhiteasasheet 4 astough asleather
5 asquick aslightening 6 asold asthe hills

124

1 runlikeahare 2 smokeslikeachimney
3 spends money likewater 4 singslikealark
5 sleepinglikealog 6 looking like adrowned rat

125

1 drinkslikeafish 2 shakinglikealeaf 3 eats
likeahorse 4 treat their employees likedirt

5 spread likewildfire 6 grinning likea Cheshire
cat






