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The author has tried to identify and classify about 800 actual and potential
meters in Persian poetry. He, at the very beginning of the book, refers to three
important points that must be taken into consideration by the readers of this book:
first, the index of examples at the end of the book, the first one of its kind, includes
three different ways of scansion (i.e., traditional, Najafi and rhythmical ones) of
more than 1400 first lines of couplets all extracted from the detailed corpus of the
book. All books on Persian prosody, from centuries ago until today, have dealt
with these specific examples. These different scansions therefore, may be of great
importance for scholars because they can compare different methods of scansion
of each line at a glance. Second, what is theoretically and methodologically new
in the present book is related to its rhythmical or musical scansion. Of course it
may be a little difficult for those who are not familiar with the principles of
rhythm and music, but the fact is that the rhythmical method, sooner or later, will
dominate all other methods in metrical studies of Persian prosody, because it is
the only one which is based on an objective and intuitive basis, and therefore it is
the only one that can be used in the theoretical analysis of meter in phonological
studies. Third, although the author has occasionally and briefly referred to some
historical issues, his general and main approach is basically a synchronic one, so
that he has extracted all the meters of Persian poetry from a single table of
classification. All meters in this book have been divided into three different
categories: "main meters" (Lol slagys), "derived meters" (s slagis)
(including Simine, Taskini and the derived five-syllable meters), and the "inferior
meters" (s slay)s) (including the meters derived from the main or derived
meters by such rules as elision, metathesis, Ezmar and insertion). Each single
meter is also labeled with just a three-digit expression such as for example "1.1.9"
(for: fa'elon fa'elon fo'elon -Jlels -Jeb -Jes) or "2.1.12" (for: mostaf'elon
mostaf'elon mostaf'elon mostaf'elon - lxits -ladions Jadions -lrdiens) or "13.1.15"
(for: mafa'elon fa'alaton mafo'elon fa'alo s - Jelis 5Mas - lelis), etc.

One chapter of this book (Chapter 6) deals totally with the introduction of
metrical analysis in the framework of the theory of Prosodic Phonology (Selkirk,
1982; 1984; Hayes 1989; Nespor and Vogel 2007). Hierarchical representations of
different Persian quantitative meters, mapping rules between Persian prosodic and
metrical Hierarchies, and correspondence rules involving Persian metrical and
prosodic (linguistic) rules are among topics discussed in this theoretical chapter.



preface

Mehdi Akhavan Sales has a beautiful poem entitled "Sonnet 3" which begins like
this:

oy 5 o545 !

"'&“:’Sfi‘fé&«’ﬂ;“%‘i’é‘

Four different answers have been given to this simple question that what the meter
of the above so-called "Nima'i poem" is:

1. mostaf'elon fa'eloton mafa'ilo...

e Jeelie e ¢ lndtens
2. maf'ulo maf'ulo maf'ulo maf'ulo...
ced g Jynie Jynie
3. lon fa'elon fo'elon fa'elon...
ke el S lels

4. This poem does not have any specific meter!

Except for the fourth answer, which is obviously wrong, all the other three
answers may be considered as correct (Elwell-Sutton, 1976: 85). The fact,
however, is that in any practical or theoretical research on poetic meter, one and
only one unified and consensus method is needed and must be chosen. The author
of this book believes that in such cases, the common scansion accepted and used
by all Iranian musicians and composers i.e., the third one, is the most accurate
and proper one, and it is this method that must be chosen as the consensus one
(see Azarsina 1396 [2017]; Fatemi 1393 [2014]). This rhythmical method is
proved to be in accordance with the metrical intuition of Persian native speakers,
and this book deals mainly with the introduction and analysis of this rhythmical
method.
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