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Space Place Meaning/

Perception
Feelings

Cartesian Coordinates - Phenomenological - Aesthetics

Unambiguous boundaries - Dynamic/ relational - Image/ connotation

Academic - Everyday life experience - Satisfaction

Easily defined - Subjective/ errorprone - Personal history

Objective - No crisp boundaries - Personal preferences

No crisp definitions Personal experiences

Contextual/ vague

Figure 1. The notion of place in relation to space and perception.
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The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) is a federally owned corporation in the United States created by congressional charter on May 18, 1933, to provide
navigation, flood control, electricity generation, fertilizer manufacturing, and economic development to the Tennessee Valley, a region particularly affected by

the Great Depression. The enterprise was a result of the efforts of Senator George W. Norris of Nebraska. TVA was envisioned not only as a provider, but
also as a regional economic development agency that would use federal experts and electricity to more quickly modernize the region's economy and
society.l’]
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Perfectly imperfect and muddling

through for sustainable futures

Christine T. Domegan, Tina Flaherty, John McNamara,
David Murphy, Jonathan Derham, Mark McCorry, Suzanne Nally,
Maurice Eakin, Dmitry Brychkov, Rebecca Doyle, Arthur Devine,

Eva Greene, Joseph McKenna, Finola OMahony and

Tadgh O’Mahony
(Author affiliations can be found at the end of the article)

Abstract

Purpose — To combat climate change, protect biodiversity, maintain water quality, facilitate a just
transition for workers and engage citizens and communities, a diversity of stakeholders across multiple levels
work together and collaborate to co-create mutually beneficial solutions, This paper aims to illustrate how a
7.5-year collaboration between bocal communities, researchers, academics, companies, state agencies and
policymakers 1s contnbuting to the reframing of industrial harvested peatlands to regenerative ecosystems
and carbon sinks with impacts on ecological, economic, social and cultural systems.
Design/methodology/approach — The European Union LIFE Integrated Project, Peatlands and People,
responding to Ireland's Climate Action Plan, represents Europe's largest rehabilitation of industnally
harvested peatlands. It makes extensive use of marketing research for reframing strategies and actions by
partners, collaborators and commumnities in the evolving context of a just transition to a carbon-neutral future.
Findings — The results highlight the ecological, economic, social and cultural reframing of peatlands from
fossil fuel and waste lands to regenerative ecosystems bursting with biodiversity and climate solution
opportunities. Reframing impacts requires muddling through the ebbs and flows of planned, possible and
unanticipated change that can deliver benefits for peatlands and people over time.

Research limitations/implications — At 3 of 7.5 years into a project, the authors are muddling through
how ecological reframing impacts economic and social/cultural reframing. Further impacts, planned and
unplanned, can be expected.

Practical implications — This paper shows how an impact planning canvas tool and impact taxonomy
can be applied for social and systems change. The tools can be used throughout a project to understand,
respond to and manage for unplanned events. There is constant learning, constantly going back to the impact
planning canvas and checking where we are, what 1s needed. There is action and reaction to each other and to
the diversity of stakeholders affected and being affected by the reframing work.

Originality/value — This paper considers how systemic change through ecological, economic, social and
cultural reframing is a perfectly imperfect process of mudding through which holds the promise of environmental,
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