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(Jing) i3 (wlidbdd) 0)byd oy
Yihao QIU"

From the latter half of the 13th century onward, a term
specifically referring to “Chinese sailboat”—namely Jing — began
to appear in the travel accounts left by the foreign travelers who
had arrived in China by sea or had journeyed along the eastern
Indian Ocean. This term was first recorded by historians of the
Ilkhanate and was later transmitted to Europe through Persian-
speaking sailors navigating through the Indian Ocean and Red
Sea.

Scholars generally agree that Jiing is a loanword from Chinese;
however, its precise etymology remains a subject of debate. This
brief essay seeks to offer a preliminary investigation of this issue.
By establishing that Jing served as a specific designation for
Chinese sailboats in Persian-Arabic sources from the 13th century
onward,we can trace references to these vessels in historical
records. This, in turn, enables us to reassess the scope of their
activities and historical significance during that period.

* Department of History, Fudan University, Shanghai.
kafka_giuyihao@yahoo.com
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Jean Aubin’s research on the garmsirat of Fars and the
Persian Golf Pioneering contribution to “connected history”

Denise Aigle”

Historien de I’histoire de I’Iran, le regretté Jean Aubin, décéd¢ le 17
janvier 1998, fut le premier en France a s’intéresser aux régions
méridionales du Fars et aux iles du golfe Persique. Il consacra son
premier article I’histoire des princes d’Ormuz du XIlle au XVe
siecle, a une époque ou peu de sources sur le golfe Persique étaient
accessibles. Il publia cette premicre recherche dans le Journal
asiatique en 1953. Par la suite, son intérét pour Ormuz lui fit
découvrir la richesse que les sources portugaises, confrontées aux
sources islamiques, pouvait procurer a la connaissance de I’histoire
du golfe Persique et de ’océan Indien.

Par ailleurs, au cours de ses longs sé¢jours en Iran, Jean Aubin
avait constaté la diversité des paysages qui composent le pays. Il
avait pris conscience que les variations du paysage géologique et
végétal avaient un impact sur la vie économique et sociale
régionale. Les particularismes géographiques jouaient €également
un role en cas de conflits armés. Les Iraniens sont attachés a leur
patrie régionale disait-il. Sa prédilection pour aborder 1’histoire
de I’Iran selon une démarche régionale s’orienta en premier lieu
sur les garmsirat du Fars. En 1955, il publia dans le Journal
asiatique un article (« Références pour Lar médiévale »), lui aussi
pionnier a cette époque.

Dans ces deux publications de jeunesse, Jean Aubin avait
moins de trente ans, il a donné I’orientation de ses recherches
futures. I1 fut a la fois un historien persuadé que seule I’histoire
locale était le cadre naturel qui permettait de mesurer la cohésion
des forces sociales. Mais il fut aussi un historien des grands
espaces écrivant, dans I’introduction de son article sur les princes
d’Ormuz, qu’il serait nécessaire d’étendre les enquétes aux

* Professor Emerita at Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (EPHE).
Denise. aigle @cnrs.fr
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échelles de 1’Inde méridionale a la Mer Rouge. Les activités
maritimes et commerciales des villes du golfe Persique avaient eu
pour conséquence la formation d’une diaspora iranienne
importante dans 1’océan Indien. Cette question a trés tot retenu
I’attention de Jean Aubin qui a laissé plusieurs écrits sur les
Bahmanides en Inde et les communautés persanes installées dans
le Siam.

L’objectif de cette communication est de présenter la démarche
méthodologique utilisée par Jean Aubin dans ses recherches sur
les grands espaces sur lesquels s’ouvrent les garmsirat du Fars et
les iles du golfe Persique. Le savoir orientaliste, qui avait
généralement caractérisé celui des historiens de 1’Islam, acquit
grace a Jean Aubin une dimension internationale.
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Jean Aubin’s research on the garmsirat of Fars and the
Persian Gulf Pioneering contribution to “connected history”

Denise Aigle

A historian of the history of Iran, the late Jean Aubin, who died
on January 17, 1998, was the first in France to take an interest in
the southern regions of the Fars and the islands of the Persian
Gulf. His first article was devoted to the history of the Princes of
Hormuz from the 13th to the 15th century, at a time when few
sources on the Persian Gulf were available. He published this
initial research in the Journal asiatique in 1953. Subsequently, his
interest in Hormuz led him to discover the wealth that Portuguese
sources, compared with Islamic sources, could provide to our
knowledge of the history of the Persian Gulf and the Indian
Ocean.

Moreover, during his long stays in Iran, Jean Aubin had
observed the diversity of the country's landscapes. He realized
that variations in geology and vegetation had an impact on
regional economic and social life. Geographical particularities
also played a role in armed conflicts. Iranians are attached to their
“regional homeland,” he said. His predilection for approaching
the history of Iran from a regional perspective was directed first
and foremost at the garmsirat of the Fars. In 1955, he published
an article (“References for Medieval Lar”) in the Journal
asiatique, also pioneering at the time.

In these two early publications - Jean Aubin was less than
thirty years old - he set the direction for his future research. He
was both a historian convinced that only local history provided
the natural framework for measuring the cohesion of social
forces. But he was also a historian of open spaces, writing in the
introduction to his article on the Princes of Hormuz that it would
be necessary to extend investigations to the scales from southern
India to the Red Sea. The maritime and commercial activities of
the cities of the Persian Gulf had resulted in the formation of a
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sizeable Iranian diaspora in the Indian Ocean. This issue caught
the attention of Jean Aubin, who wrote articles on the Bahmanids
in India and the Persian communities in Siam.

The aim of this paper is to present the methodological
approach used by Jean Aubin in his research on the great spaces
opened up by the garmsirat of the Fars and the islands of the
Persian Gulf. Orientalist knowledge, which had generally
characterized that of historians of Islam, acquired an international
dimension thanks to Jean Aubin.



