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Al-Qiyas Al-Adwan (the “Lowest Analogy”): its Reality,
Authority, and Contemporary Applications!

Prof. Ayman Ali Saleh?

Abstract
Al-Qiyas Ad-Adwan or the "Lowest Analogy": its Reality, Authority, and
Contemporary Applications in Islamic Figh

One of the types of analogy, whose interpretation and representation
has been problematic in Usul al-Figh is the "lowest analogy" (al-Qiyas al-
Adwan). The aim of this research is to clarify what is meant by this analogy,
its reality, examples, whether it is accepted as evidence or not, and to present
its applications in contemporary jurisprudential issues. To reach to this
conclusion, the researcher followed the comparative analytical methodology,
after tracing the roots of this kind of analogy in the main source books of Usul
al-Figh, and extrapolating its examples in the subordinate books of Islamic
Figh. The research concluded that the correct meaning of this analogy is that
it’s the analogy whose reason (Illah) in its origin (Asl) is less in magnitude
than in its branch (Far'a), and it is not, as per the opinion of most of the late
coming scholars, who opined that it is the analogy whose ruling is not proven
in its branch as strong as in its origin. The researcher also concluded that this
analogy, in the said meaning, should be accepted as evidence, and it does not
contradict with the requirement established by the Usul scholars for the valid
analogy, in terms of the reason of its origin must be found in the branch
entirely, and that it has ample applications in the books of jurists and in
contemporary jurisprudence issues.

Keywords: Usul al-Figh, Islamic law, Analogy, al-Qiyas al-Adwan, Lowest
Analogy.
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