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4. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, United Nations.
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https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c728x75gpz0o
https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c728x75gpz0o
https://www.bonyadvokala.com/blog/what-is-the-crime-of-indecency-in-the-islamic-penal-code/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c728x75gpz0o
https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c728x75gpz0o
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https://www.radiofarda.com/a/f7_shirinebadi_baniyaghoub_hamedan/455575.html
https://mazanan.com/?p=15926
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2.Sepideh Rashnu, United States Commission on International Religious Freedom.
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5.International Covenanton Civiland Political Rights, United Nations.
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https://ir.voanews.com/a/iran-human-rights/4974317.html
https://www.uscirf.gov/religious-prisoners-conscience/forb-victims-database/sepideh-rashnu
https://iranwire.com/fa/news-1/106341-%D8%B3%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%B1%D8%B4%D9%86%D9%88-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D9%88%D9%86%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AE%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A8%DB%8C%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF/
https://aftabnews.ir/fa/news/596351/%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF-%DB%8C%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF-%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%7C-%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%B4%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%AF%D8%A6%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1-%D9%BE%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://farsi.alarabiya.net/views/2022/09/17/%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%81%D8%8C-%D9%86%D9%87%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B2%D9%86%D8%AF%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%9B-%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D8%AC%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B9-%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
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3 KeyhanInternational, June 16,2014.
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5.1slamic Penal Code of theIslamic Republic of Iran-Book Five, Iran Human Rights
Documentation Center, July 15,2013.


https://www.radiofarda.com/a/f4_iv_nasrin_sotudeh_arrest_women_protest_police_dress_code/29187723.html
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https://tik.ir/fa/news/397482/%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AE-%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%AE%D8%B5-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%87-%DA%A9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%AA-%D9%85%DB%8C%E2%80%8E%E2%80%8C%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AF-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B6%D9%88%D8%B9-%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D9%87-%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA
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https://kayhan.ir/files/en/publication/pages/1393/3/25/35_275.pdf
https://www.rouydad24.ir/fa/news/311901/%D9%87%D9%85%D9%87-%DA%86%DB%8C%D8%B2-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D9%88-%D8%B9%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84-%DB%B8%DB%B4-%DA%A9%D9%87-%D8%B1%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%B3%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%BA-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%86-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84
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https://www.asriran.com/fa/news/865463/%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%DA%86%DA%AF%D9%88%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF
https://www.rouydad24.ir/fa/news/311901/%D9%87%D9%85%D9%87-%DA%86%DB%8C%D8%B2-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D9%88-%D8%B9%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84-%DB%B8%DB%B4-%DA%A9%D9%87-%D8%B1%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%B3%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%BA-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%86-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84
https://www.rouydad24.ir/fa/news/311901/%D9%87%D9%85%D9%87-%DA%86%DB%8C%D8%B2-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D9%88-%D8%B9%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84-%DB%B8%DB%B4-%DA%A9%D9%87-%D8%B1%D8%A6%DB%8C%D8%B3%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%BA-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%86-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84
https://www.asriran.com/fa/news/865463/%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%DA%86%DA%AF%D9%88%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF
https://fararu.com/fa/news/116822/%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%DB%8C%D9%82-%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8%DB%8C-%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D8%AF
https://www.asriran.com/fa/news/847015/%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A2%D9%82%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%BE%D8%A7%D9%BE%DB%8C%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AA%DB%8C%E2%80%8C%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%B2%DB%8C%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%88-%D8%B4%D9%84%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%BE-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%85%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B9-%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%B4%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%AA%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A8-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%87-%D9%88-%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D9%86%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%B9%DA%A9%D8%B3-%D9%BE%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%81%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%84-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AF
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4.Indonesian Women Speak Outon Dress Codes, Human Rights Watch, July 21,2022.


https://www.iranintl.com/202207062073
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/21/indonesian-women-speak-out-dress-codes
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https://www.refworld.org/legal/legislation/natlegbod/1928/en/102142
https://www.yasa.co/blog/look-at-the-law-on-womens-employment/
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4.TheSimonede BeauvoirprizeforWomen’s freedom 2009 is awarded to the Iranian

campaign “One Million Signatures”, Prix Simone de Beauvoir pour laliberté des
femmes, 9 January 2009.

5.lranian activists’ One Million Signatures campaign for genderjustice, 2006-2008,
GlobalNonviolentAction Database.
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https://tavaana.org/one_million_signature-campaign/
file:///تجربه%20کمپین%20یک‌میلیون%20امضا/%20رهایی%20از%20مذهب%20و%20سرمایه
https://web.archive.org/web/20130908102944/http:/campaignforequality.info/spip.php?article12
https://web.archive.org/web/20130908102944/http:/campaignforequality.info/spip.php?article12
https://prixsimonedebeauvoir.blogspot.com/2009/01/english-simone-de-beauvoir-prize-for.html
https://prixsimonedebeauvoir.blogspot.com/2009/01/english-simone-de-beauvoir-prize-for.html
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/content/iranian-activists-one-million-signatures-campaign-gender-justice-2006-2008
https://kayhan.london/1397/04/08/121081/
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https://www.facebook.com/na.be.hejab.ejbari
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4.Rejuvenatingthelranian Population: EndangeringWomen’s Rights and Health,
Femena,June 1,2022.


https://www.bbc.com/persian/blog-viewpoints-42947653
https://www.bbc.com/persian/blog-viewpoints-42947653
https://ir.voanews.com/a/6919964.html
https://femena.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Rejuvenating-the-Iranian-Population_eng.pdf
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1.“Bi-Sharafl”: AGuidetothe SlogansHeard at Protestsin Iran, Iranwire, September
22,2022.


https://iranwire.com/en/society/107735-guide-to-the-slogans-heard-at-protests-in-iran/
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1.G7Leaders: Expellran’s Diplomats/Demand that Political Prisoners Be Freed.

2.Globalactioninsolidarity with Iranian women &girls who are courageously demon-
strating peacefully fortheirfundamentalhumanrights.


https://www.change.org/p/g7-leaders-expel-iran-s-diplomats-demand-that-political-prisoners-be-freed?recruiter=20249698&recruited_by_id=2ce6d390-970f-11ea-a2d0-03979e474b36
https://www.womanlifefreedom.today/
https://www.womanlifefreedom.today/
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On Tuesday, September 13, 22-year-old Mahsa (Zhina) Amini was
arrested by Iran’s Hijab Police (Gasht-e Ershad, or Morality Police)
for allegedly failing to properly cover her hair shortly after arriv-
ing in Tehran from her hometown of Saqqgez. Police informed her
brother, who was with her at the time, that she would be taken to
the notorious Hijab Police headquarters on Vozara Street and re-
leased after an hour-long “educational class.” Hours later, an un-
conscious Mahsa was transferred to Kasra Hospital”.%2

The picture that Hamedi posted of Mahsa Amini’s parents from Kasra Hospitalin Tehranon
her Twitter account. Image courtesy: Niloofar Hamedi/Twitter.

When Niloofar Hamedi, an Iranian journalist with Shargh daily,
tweeted a photo of Mahsa’s grief-stricken parents at Kasra Hospi-
tal three days later, crowds began gathering outside the hospital.
Protests erupted soon after news emerged that Mahsa had died
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https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c13jpgpznx5o
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from head injuries sustained in custody. This quickly ignited an
unprecedented wave of unrest, marked by the prominent, active
participation of young women, spreading to over 280 cities within
weeks.

Mahsa’s assault was the latest episode in the Islamic regime’s
longstanding history of violent repression against women. Soon
after the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the regime began imposing re-
strictions on women and enforcing an Islamic dress code. In the
spring of 1980, Ayatollah Khomeini declared that women should
wear the veil, sparking a massive protest on International Wom-
en>s Day, March 8, in Tehran. Approximately 15,000 women from
diverse backgrounds demonstrated against mandatory hijab,
with protests spreading to other cities and lasting five days. This
marked thefirst major protestagainsttheIslamicregime,forcinga
temporary retreat on hijab enforcement. On March 11, prominent
theologian and politician Ayatollah Mahmoud Taleghani stated in
an Ettela’at newspaper interview, “there’s no compulsion about
hijab.”

Nikjoumand, theater and television actress, conversing with a cleric. Photographer: Henga-
meh Jalali (Golestan).
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http://www.imam-khomeini.ir/fa/n153806/%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8_%D8%AF%D8%B1_%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%B4%D9%87_%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85_%D8%AE%D9%85%DB%8C%D9%86%DB%8C
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In 1981, mandatory hijab was decreed, barring women without
proper Islamic attire from entering workplaces and government
offices?.

Soon, various branches of the Islamic Revolution Committee—
such as the committee for the prevention of vice—and other par-
amilitary forces began patrolling the streets to enforce hijab?, of-
ten with such severe measures that Khomeini himself intervened,
advising these groups to avoid assaulting women over improper
hijab. In 1983, Iran’s Majlis formalized this mandate by passing the
Islamic Penal Code, makingnon-compliance punishable by impris-
onment, fines, and/or 74 lashes3. This enforcement standsin stark
contrast to Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
which prohibits torture and “cruel, inhuman, or degrading treat-
ment or punishment.”

The Hijab Police was formally established as a distinct law en-
forcementbranch to “ensure moral security in society” during the
tenure of Iran’s conservative former president Mahmoud Ahmad-
inejad in 2005. Initially, the Hijab Police were tasked with “verbally
admonishing” people withimproper hijabin public spaces, includ-
ing streets, parks, and even inside vehicles, as well as monitoring
commercial centers®. Green police vans staffed with officers—es-
pecially women dressed in head-to-toe black hijab (chador)—be-
came afamiliar sight as they closely observed women pedestrians
for signs of “improper hijab” in the streets, plazas, and shopping
centers of major cities.
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4. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, United Nations.
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https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c728x75gpz0o
https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c728x75gpz0o
https://www.bonyadvokala.com/blog/what-is-the-crime-of-indecency-in-the-islamic-penal-code/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c728x75gpz0o
https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c728x75gpz0o
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However, their approach drastically changed after a few
months, with officers starting to verbally and physically assault
and arrest women they deemed were improperly dressed. Vehi-
cles of drivers wearing loose hijab or even carrying passengers
would get fined and/or impounded for up to two months. There
have been numerous reports as well as complaints and videos on
social media documenting the brutality of the hijab police forces
against women. These cases range from verbally insulting women
and their companions to violent arrests and beatings in detention
centers that have resulted in injury, hospitalization, and in some
casesdeath and even shootingatcivilians.

The pictureis captured from avideo of a young girl being violently arrested and thrownin the
van by hijab police forces. The video went viral on social mediain2021.
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Zahra Bani-Yaghoub, a 26-year-old medical student, is the first docu-
mented victim of hijab police brutality. She was arrested while on an
outing with her fiancée in a park in the city of Hamedan in 2007 and
passed awayin custody two days later. Prison officials claimed she had
committed suicide by hanging herselfusingan advertisementbanner.
Her family, however, rejected the claims as there had been bruises on
Zahra’s body and she had shown no indications of contemplating sui-
cideinaphonecallwith herbrother 15 minutesbeforeallegedlykilling
herself. Herfathersaidinaninterview laterthathe had seen bruises on
Zahra’s body, and blood in her ears and nose!. Her family filed a law-
suitagainstprison officials on charges of intentional homicide, but the
courtclosedthecasebyrulingherdeathsuicide. Zahra’sfamilywason
severaloccasionsthreatened oroffered moneyinreturnfornotpursu-
ingthe death of their daughter whilein custody?.

Abulgqasem Bani Yaqoub, Zahrass father at the memorial on the 40th day of her passing,
Photographer: Arash Ashoorinia.
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https://www.radiofarda.com/a/f7_shirinebadi_baniyaghoub_hamedan/455575.html
https://mazanan.com/?p=15926
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Inanotherincident, thevideo of whichwascirculated onsocial me-
dia and caused widespread controversy, the hijab police officers
arrested three girls and two boys in a park in Tehran on charges
of splashing water on each other, and when one of the girls resist-
ed arrest, she was violently beaten and thrown in the van.!In one
of the most infamous cases of police mistreatment of women,
young Iranian writer Sepideh Rashnu whose altercation with an-
other woman on the bus over the issue of hijab had gone viral on
social media was later arrested and forced to confess on national
TV to “propaganda against the Islamic Republic” and “encourag-
ing (moral) corruption and prostitution.”? In the video, there were
bruises around Rashnu’s eyes, and she had reportedly been hospi-
talized duetointernal bleeding in the stomach area shortly before
herforced confession3.

Iranian lawyer and human rights activist Abdolsamad Khor-
ramshahi says physical or even verbal assault of people wearing
improper hijab is against the law and should be investigated by
the relevant organization®. It is also a violation of Article 10 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Iran
is a signatory. Article 10 stipulates that “all persons deprived of
their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with respect for
theinherent dignity of the human person®. Yet, there has been no
supervision and accountability for the misconduct of hijab police,
with senior law enforcement officers and officials expressing sup-
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5.International Covenanton Civiland Political Rights, United Nations.


https://ir.voanews.com/a/iran-human-rights/4974317.html
https://www.uscirf.gov/religious-prisoners-conscience/forb-victims-database/sepideh-rashnu
https://iranwire.com/fa/news-1/106341-%D8%B3%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%B1%D8%B4%D9%86%D9%88-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D9%88%D9%86%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AE%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A8%DB%8C%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF/
https://aftabnews.ir/fa/news/596351/%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF-%DB%8C%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF-%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%7C-%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%B4%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%AF%D8%A6%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1-%D9%BE%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86
https://aftabnews.ir/fa/news/596351/%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF-%DB%8C%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%AF-%DA%AF%D8%B4%D8%AA-%7C-%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%B4%E2%80%8C%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%AF%D8%A6%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1-%D9%BE%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights

portforandevenencouraging brutality againstwomen*. When the
47-year-old Minoo Hasanabadi was violently arrested for protest-
ing the beating of a young woman by hijab police officers in 2018,
the then judiciary chief Sadeq Larijani said the law enforcement
should not ‘retreat even one step’ as it would undermine the au-
thority of the police and their ability to safeguard the country’s se-
curity?.

The establishment of the hijab police has been fraught with
controversy and shrouded in ambiguity. Javad Imam, an Iranian
politician, and a member of the Reformists Front claimed in anin-
terviewwith IranLaborNewsAgency (ILNA)in September2022that
thehijab policeforce wasestablishedinaccordance withthe ‘Hijab
and Chastity Law’ approved by the Supreme Council of the Cultur-
al Revolution in 2005%4 that was later amended in 2019 under the
title of Resolution 820. Itis also referenced by Iran’s Headquarters
forthe Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice (Setad-PV) inits
report on the country’s future hijab policy in 2020. Among others,
this law mandates the country’s Law Enforcement Command with
prosecuting “people with bad hijab” on the streets.®

However, Article 638 of the Penal Code that codified mandato-
ry hijab only specifies that “women, who appear in public places
and roads without wearing an Islamic hijab, shall be sentenced to
ten days to two months’ imprisonment or a fine..”.¢ The crime of
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4.Keyhan International,June 16,2014.
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6.1slamic Penal Code of theIslamic Republic of Iran - Book Five, Iran Human Rights
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https://iranhrdc.org/islamic-penal-code-of-the-islamic-republic-of-iran-book-five/
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improper (bad) hijab’ has not been defined in either the Constitu-
tion or the Islamic Penal Code, and the Iranian regime has never
formally elucidated guidelines for ‘proper hijab’. Rather, the 2005
‘Hijab and Chastity Law’ gives Law Enforcement Command and
consequently individual enforcers the autonomy to define criteria
of chastity and improper attire at their discretion and crack down
on women at will'2. This action of the Supreme Council of the Cul-
tural Revolution is itself a direct violation of the Article 71 of the
Constitution which gives the authority to establish laws on all mat-
terstothelslamic Consultative Assembly (Iran’s Parliament or Ma-
jlis)?, which has yet to ratify Hijab and Chastity Law or any laws on
hijab.

The arbitrary approach of law enforcement to ‘safeguarding
hijab and chastity’ has resulted in considerable disparities across
the country, with major cities particularly Tehran, and ‘sacred cit-
ies’such asQomand Mashhad bearing the brunt of the crackdown.
Tehran’s acting police chief Ahmadreza Radan said in aninterview
in 2013 that the police consider ‘tight or short manteaus, dress-
es with short sleeves or revealing hair’ as examples of bad hijab.*
These comments, however, reflect the personal views of Tehran’s
acting police chief, not guidelines communicated to forces evenin
Tehran,letalonetoothercities. In Mashhad, forexample, the “21st
of TirHeadquarters”>was established in Khorasan Razavi province
(Mashhad) in the summer of 2022 to promote hijab and chastity
in governmental offices by introducing new guidelines including

Documentation Center, July 15,2013.
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5.The21stof Tiristhe National Day of Hijab and Chastity in the Islamic Republic calen-
dar.
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banning the use of profile pictures with uncovered hair forwomen
in social media, not hiring secretaries of the opposite gender for
executives, etc.t. Inanotherinstance ofalocal approachto enforc-
inghijab, Mashhad Prosecutor EsmailRahmanisaidinaninterview
recently thattheiroffice had asked thecity’s governortobanbanks
and governmental offices from providing services to people with
‘bad hijab’. Bushehr Governor Salehi Rahimi also issued a decree
to separate the rooms of male and female employees in govern-
ment offices and required allwomen employees of the city council
towearthe chador?s,

The arbitrary approach of the regime to the issue of hijab to
some extent arises from the fact that hijab itself has not been ex-
plicitly defined in Quran, and there is the only verse on the issue
that reads “tell the believing women to.. display of their adorn-
ment only that which is apparent and to draw their veils over their
bosoms, and not to reveal their adornment*” except to their close
male relatives (Mahrams). As a result of this ambiguity, the major-
ity Muslim countries have taken different approaches to the issue
of hijab. While countries such as Turkey and Lebanon do not have
mandatory hijab laws, in Iran and Afghanistan hijab is compulsory
for all women across the country regardless of their religion. In Af-
ghanistan, the Taliban reestablished the Ministry for the Propaga-
tion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice after regaining control of
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2 Also called atchador, worn by some Iranian women when outside the house, isa
full-body cloak. Itis often accompanied by a smaller headscarfunderneath.itisa
cloakthatfallstoawoman’sfeetandincludesthe head covering. Beneath the chador
isusually adress, blouse and skirt, or blouse and pants. Source: What’s the difference
between a hijab, chador, nigab, burka and burkini?, Modest Path.
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the country in 2021 and passed a law in 2022 requiring all women
to cover their faces with burga or nigab. In Indonesia, only Muslim
women in Aceh Province are legally required to wear hijab, where
Sharia police or the Wilayatul Hisbah is responsible for enforcing
hijab. Yet, many other provinces and cities have imposed strict Is-
lamicdress codesonwomen byissuinglocal decrees?.

Itshould be noted that mandatory veiling forwomen and their
subsequent prosecution was but one of the most visible aspects of
the crackdown on women'’s rights following the 1979 revolution.
The Islamic Regime in Iran regulates and polices other aspects
of women'’s lives as well, including their rights within the family,
choice of university discipline, and even profession. The Civil Code
of Iran (articles 1034-1194) recognizes the man as the head of the
household, who has the exclusive right to divorce “whenever he
wishes to do so”, the right to decide the wife’s place of residence,
as wellas therightto prevent her from pursuing a profession?if he
deems it “incompatible with the family interests or the dignity of
himself or his wife”. In 1992, the Supreme Council of Cultural Rev-
olution passed a new mandate to guide Iran’s policies on women’s
employment that stressed the key role of women as mothers and
caregivers and emphasized certain professions such as teaching,
midwifery, and nursing. Afterward, women were deprived of the
right to study in as many as 70 subfields in higher education and
could not pursue certain professions such as firefighting or judge-
ship that were deemed unsuitable for women?.

Women are banned from traveling abroad without the permis-
sion of their guardians (father, paternal grandfather, or husband).
Foryears, women traveling alone inside the country had to obtain

1.Indonesian Women Speak Outon Dress Codes, Human Rights Watch, July 21,2022.
2. CivilCode ofthelslamic Republic of Iran, UNHCR.
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https://www.refworld.org/legal/legislation/natlegbod/1928/en/102142
https://www.yasa.co/blog/look-at-the-law-on-womens-employment/
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a letter from the local police office to justify their presence in an-
other town to be able to find a hotel room. Although this law was
reportedly abolished in 2008, many hotels and motels still refuse
to serve lone women customers without a letter from the police
basedonanunwrittenlaw.In2019,twoyoungwomenwhowanted
tostayatahotelinlIsfahanwerereferredtothe police office,where
theofficercalled the father of one ofthe women -who was married
-to checkif herfather was aware of her whereabouts. “They treat-
ed uslikerunaway girls,” one ofthe women saidin aninterview.*

In this context of deep-rooted discrimination and inequality,
women activistsin Iran focused their campaigns on other forms of
injustice against women despite the violent prosecution of wom-
en under the pretext of chastity and adhering to the Islamic dress
code. Themost notableamongthese activities was the One Million
Signatures campaign in 2006 -- inspired by the One Million Signa-
ture campaign by the Women»ss Action Union forwomenssrightsin
1992 in Morocco -- that called for equal social and economic rights
for women such as the equal right to inheritance, child custody,
banningdeath bystoning,etc.?. Inwhathasbeendescribedasone
of the most widespread grassroots movements of Iranian women
afterthe 1979 Revolution, the campaign soughtto educate people,
especially women, on theimportance of collective action, deliber-
ation among citizens, bottom-up reforms, strengthening the pub-
lic sphere, empowering women, and the necessity of grassroots
movementsforachieving long-lasting social changes.*

Although the campaign failed to collect one million signa-
tures, the efforts of its founders increased awareness about the
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challenges and discrimination faced by Iranian women inside the
country and abroad. It brought together and empowered Iranian
women and humanrightsactivists such as Nasrin Sotoudeh, Shirin
Ebadi, Simin Behbahani, Shirin Ardalan, Narges Mohammadi, Ba-
bak Ahmadi, etc., who went on to play critical roles in advocating
and defending human rights and women'’s rights in the country.
The campaign also received prestigious awards such as Simone
de Beauvoir Prize in 2009, Anna Politkovskaya Award, and Global
Womenys Rights award by the Feminist Majority Foundation?. The
campaign’s objective did not specifically include the issue of com-
pulsory hijab but made references to ‘the choice of hijab’. Com-
menting on this issue in an interview with Keyhan London, Shirin
Ardalan said in 2018 that social circumstances at the time and the
adherence of many women to the Islamic dress code prevent the
campaign from focusingon compulsory hijab.?

However, opposition to mandatory hijab soon took a serious
turn and entered the civil society discourse more vigorously with
campaigns such as the “No to Mandatory Hijab” by the Iranian
Liberal Students and Graduates in 2012* and later My Stealthy
Freedom by Iranian activist Masih Alinejad in 2014. The Iranian
Liberal Students and Graduates created a page for the campaign
on Facebookin July 2012, inviting people to express their support
forfreedom of choicein hijab by sending picturesto the group. The
online movement of My Stealthy Freedom which also started as a
Facebook page by Alinejad also called on Iranian women to send

1.The Simone de Beauvoir prize forWomen’s freedom 2009 is awarded to the Iranian
campaign “One Million Signatures”, Prix Simone de Beauvoir pour laliberté des
femmes, 9 January 2009.

2.Iranian activists>» One Million Signatures campaign for gender justice, 2006-2008,
Global NonviolentAction Database.
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https://prixsimonedebeauvoir.blogspot.com/2009/01/english-simone-de-beauvoir-prize-for.html
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/content/iranian-activists-one-million-signatures-campaign-gender-justice-2006-2008
https://kayhan.london/1397/04/08/121081/
https://www.facebook.com/na.be.hejab.ejbari

pictures of themselves without hijab as a protest against the man-
datory hijab. Soon the #MyStealthyFreedom hashtag wentviralon
Facebook and Twitter, with tens of thousands of women partic-
ipating by posting photos of themselves. For her role and efforts,
Alinejad was awarded by the Geneva Summit for Human Rights
and Democracy in 2015 for “giving a voice to the voiceless and stir-
ring the conscience of humanity to support the struggle of Iranian
women for basichumanrights, freedom, and equalityn.

An Iranian woman posted a picture of herself without hijab to the My Stealthy Freedom page,

capturedinasubway stationin Tehranin2014. The captionread “I consider Stealthy Free-

dom as afight, | willremove compulsory hijab wherever1am on the highway, on theroad, in
nature, in the class, wheneverlcan.”

In 2017, Alinejad took the fight against mandatory hijab to the
streets by launching the White Wednesday campaign, calling on
women to share pictures or videos of themselves removing their
hijab in public spaces or wearing white scarves as a sign of protest.
The civildisobedience campaign sought to be inclusive by encour-
agingwomen who wear hijab willingly but oppose the compulsory
dress code to show their opposition by wearing white on Wednes-
days. This movement garnered international attention, particu-
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larly after a women right’s activist called Vida Movahed removed
her white scarf on December 27, 2017, in the crowded Enghelab
(Revolution) Streetin downtown Tehran', tieditaround astickand
silently stood on top of a utility box. She was subsequently arrest-
ed and spentamonthin prison. Her symbolic action was repeated
by other women across the country, who collectively came to be
known as the “Girls of Enghelab Street”.2

Increased agitation of the civil society against mandatory hijab
was faced with a more violent crackdown on women and women»s
rights activists. The election of Ebrahim Raisi especially opened a
new chapter in the Islamic regime’s repression of women’s free-
doms and rights. The government doubled down on the status of
women in Islamic society by stressing Muslim women’s important
duties and responsibilities in the home and to their families®. Rai-
si’s government has also been aggressively pursuing policies toin-
crease the country’s population by implementing policies such as
“Rejuvenation of the Population and Support of the Family” which
was approved by Maijlis in 2021. This law includes punitive meas-
ures such as “Further criminalization and bans on abortions, bans
on sterilization procedures such as tubectomies and vasectomies,
bans on the purchase of over-the-counter contraceptives, and
elimination of healthinsurance payments for cesarean sections™.
The law has been criticized as violating Iranian women’s bodily au-
tonomy and human dignity aswellasendangering their lives.

1. More precisely, thisaction by Vida Movahed took place at theintersection of Engelab
StreetandVessal Street.
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4.Rejuvenatingthelranian Population: EndangeringWomen’s Rights and Health,
Femena,Junel,2022.


https://www.bbc.com/persian/blog-viewpoints-42947653
https://www.bbc.com/persian/blog-viewpoints-42947653
https://ir.voanews.com/a/6919964.html
https://femena.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Rejuvenating-the-Iranian-Population_eng.pdf
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Vida Movahed, theinitiator of the «Girls of Enghelab Street movement.

It was within this volatile context of genderinequality and discrim-
ination and burgeoning civil society movements that the killing of
Mahsa Amini sparked the most widespread and intensive protests
across the country after the victory of the 1979 Revolution, with
women leading the demonstrations and demanding their funda-
mentalrights,whichhasbeenlaudedasthe “women’srevolution”.
Over the past four decades, women’s demands had largely been
constrained within the framework of Islamic values, and activists
had been trying to play according to the regime’s rules. However,
the demands are more fundamental and reminiscent of the One
Million Signature Campaignintheiruniversality. Itshould be noted
that the depth and breadth of the protesters’ demands cannot be
understood without reliable and extensive public opinion surveys
orideally areferendum. As such afeatis notfeasible underthe cur-
rentcircumstances,wecanonlyrelyontheslogansof protestersto
understand populardemands.

Protesters, with women at the forefront, are demanding bodily
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autonomy and freedom of expression as manifested in the right to
choose theirattire and abolishing the compulsory dress code which
is considered a way of controlling and subjugating women. Women
are expressing their demands not only through slogans but also by
cutting their hair and burning their veils which are seen as a symbol
of patriarchaldominance and repression of women’srights. Howev-
er, the demands go beyond women’s rights, linking women’s rights
to human rights and principles of democracy. Slogans of “freedom,
freedom, freedom”, “Our Incompetent Leader, Our Disgrace”, “We
Don’t Want the Islamic Republic” and “Independence, Freedom,
OptionalHijab”, “KhameneiisaMurderer,an Illegitimate Ruler” and
“Death to Khamenei”! target the very foundations of the regime in
Iran: mandatory hijab, the institution of the supreme leaderand the
Islamic government itself. It seems protesters have realized that as
long as the Islamic regime is in power, their demands for freedom
and fundamentalhumanrights willnotberealized.

Ayoung woman burning her scarf during protestsin September2022in Tehran, Iran

1.uBi-Sharafl): AGuidetothe Slogans Heard at Protestsin Iran, Iranwire, September
22,2022.


https://iranwire.com/en/society/107735-guide-to-the-slogans-heard-at-protests-in-iran/

In yet another unprecedented move that played a critical role in
spreadingawarenessabouttheongoingprotestsandthedemands
of the Iranian civil society, the Iranian diaspora united and rallied
behind their countrymates by actively and aggressively posting
news about the protests and the regime’s brutality on social me-
dia,organizingeventsandralliesacrosstheworld. The Association
of Families of Flight PS752 Victims, in particular, has been regular-
ly organizing rallies in North America, Europe, Australia, and New
Zealand. Their spokesperson, Hamed Esmaeilion - whose wife and
daughter were killed when Iran’s Revolutionary Guard shot down
Flight PS752 in 2020 - has emerged as a major opposition figure.
The group also launched a petition to urge the leaders of the G7
Group of Nations to expel the Islamic regime’s ambassadors from
their countries and pressure Tehran to release all prisoners of con-
science. The petition, with nearly 1 million signatures?, was sub-
mitted tothe G7 leadersin December2022.

Other women’s and human rights advocates in the diaspo-
ra, including Nazanin Boniadi, Masih Alinejad, and Crown Prince
Reza Pahlavi, have drawn global attention to the protests through
speeches,seminars,and meetings withinternationalleaders, such
as U.S.Vice President at the time, Kamala Harris,among others, to
rally international support for Iranian civil society. These opposi-
tion figures have achieved notable victories, perhaps the most sig-
nificant being Iran’s removal from the Commission on the Status
of Women (CSW). Many prominent women politicians and activ-
ists worldwide—including Melanne Verveer, Julia Gillard, Hillary
Rodham Clinton, Peggy Clark, and Hina Jilani—signed an open
letter urging the UN to oust Iran from the CSW.2 Another major win
for the Iranian opposition was the snubbing of Islamic regime of-

1.G7Leaders: Expellran’s Diplomats/Demand that Political Prisoners Be Freed.

2.Globalactioninsolidarity with Iranian women &girls who are courageously demon-
strating peacefully fortheirfundamentalhumanrights.


https://www.change.org/p/g7-leaders-expel-iran-s-diplomats-demand-that-political-prisoners-be-freed?recruiter=20249698&recruited_by_id=2ce6d390-970f-11ea-a2d0-03979e474b36
https://www.womanlifefreedom.today/
https://www.womanlifefreedom.today/
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ficials at the annual Munich Security Conference for two consecu-
tive years. In 2023, the event organizers invited several prominent
critics of the Islamic Republic, including Masih Alinejad, Nazanin
Boniadi, and Crown Prince Reza Pahlavi. For the 2024 conference,
the organizers further extended invitations to individuals injured
duringthe 2022 uprising.

The killing of Mahsa Amini marked a pivotal moment in Iran,
sparking widespread change. The popular protests, led promi-
nently by women, werenotonlyacallforequalrightsbutalsoade-
mand for fundamental freedoms. They amplified Iranians’ voices
and theirdemandstotheworld on an unprecedented scale.
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