
Divine Majesty and Glory, and Power 
in a m anner which is not approached 
by an y other religious book. TIle Holy 
Quran has challenged everyone, who 
has a doubt in its revelation from 
God, to produce on e cha pter like any 
chap ter of thi s Holy Book. No one has 
been able do it. 

Does Islam 
recognize Science 
and Technology? 
Islam recognizes and en courages 
the use of science and the scien tific 
methods. According to th e Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, 
acquisi tion of knowled ge is obli gatory 
on every Muslim m an and woman. 
In Islam , scien ce and technology 
shou ld be used for moral ends and 
serve all legitimate needs of m ankind . 
Moreover, both are viewed as ye t 
anothe r means to understand and see 
the power and glory of God . 
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Read! Your Lord is the Most Gracious, 
Who taught by the Pen, taught man what 
he knew not. Al-Qur'an 96:3-5 

Soon shall We show them Our signs in 
the universe and in their own souls, until 
it becomes clear to them that this Qur 'an 

is indeed the Truth. Is it not enough that 
your Lord is a witness over everything? 

Al-Qur'an 41:53 

Based on the sayings of th e Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, and 
the teachings of the Quran, Mu slims 
of the early period of the Islamic 
era becam e pioneers in medicine, 
che m istry, physics, arts, astronomy, 
geography, navigation, poetry, 
mathematics, logarithms, calcu lu s, 
architecture, literature, and history. 

Islamic Architect: Taj Mahal- Agra ill India 

Arabic numer als, the concept of zero 
(which is vital to the advancement 
of m athematics) and algebra were 
developedand transmitted from Islamic 
sta tes to Europe, which contribu ted to 
the Renaissance of Europ e and world 
civiliza tion. Muslims also developed 
sophisticated instruments like the 
astrolab e, the quadrant and good 
navigational m aps. 

What is Worship in 
Islam? 
In Islam each an d every acti on which 
is done in accordance with God's 
commandment is worship. Therefore, 
doing a job, raising a family, in teraction 
with comm unity are all acts of worship 
if done in accordance with God 's 



commandments as acted upon and 
di rected by th e Prophet Muhammad, 
pe ace be upon him. Islam requires 
the individual to submit h ims elf 
complet ely to Allah: 

"Say, sureLy my prayer, my sacrifice, my 
Life and my death are aLL for ALLah, the Lord 
of the worlds, He has no partners; thus 1 
am commanded, and 1 am the first of the 
Muslims." A -Qur'an 6:162-163 
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Saudi A rabia 

The natural result of th is submission 
is th at one's action s sho uld conform 
to the ins truc tions of the One to 
Wh om the pe rso n is submitting. Islam 
requires that its follow ers model their 
lives accor d ing to its teachings in every 
respect. 

Islam does not teach ritualism. It places 
grea t emphasis on in ten tion an d action . 
To wo rship God is to love Him an d 
to act upon His commands in every 
aspect of life, to enjoin good ness and 

forb id wrongdoin g and oppression, 
to practice cha rity and justice and to 
se rve Him by se rving mankind. The 
Qu ran presents this su blime concep t 
in the following words: 

"It is not righteousness that you tum 
your faces to the East or the West, but 
righteous is he who believes in Allah 
and the Last Day and the AngeLs and 
the Book and the Prophets; and gives his 
wealth for Love of Him to kinsfolk and to 
orphans and the needy and the wayfarer 
and to those who ask, and sets slaves free; 
and observes proper worship and pays the 
Zakah. A nd those who keep their treaty 
iohen they make one, and they are patient 
in tribulation, adversity and time of stress; 
such are those who are sincere. Such are 
the God-fearing." A I-Qur'an 2:177 

What are the Five 
Pillars of Islam? 
Eve ry ac tion done with the aw areness 
that it ful fills the Will of God is 
cons ide red an act of worshi p in Islam. 
But five specific acts of worship 
ter med as the Pill ar s of Isla m p rovide 
the framework of Muslim's spiritual 
life. These are: declar at ion of Faith, 
Pr ayer s, Alms giving. Fas tin g and 
Pilgrimage to Makkah for tho se who 
can afford to do so physically and 
financi ally. 

1. The Declaration of Faith: 
To say: 

La lIaha Illauohu Mu hl1l1lmlld-lir-Rllsoolll111 l1h 



"Th ere is none wor th y of worshi p 
except One God (Alla h), and tha t 
Muha mma d is His messen ger." 

It is called Shahadah (to bear witness). 
This is to affirm th at God is One and 
th at Muham mad, pea ce be upon h im , 
is one of H is Prophets. In other words, 
to m ak e a comm itm ent th at on e sha ll 
follow Go d's commandments and 
th e exem p lary life of th e Pro phe t 
Muh am mad, peace be u pon him, in 
each and every respect. 

2. Prayers (Salat) are p rescribed five 
tim es a d ay as a du ty tow ard s God . 
Sal at is the d irect link between the 
w orsh ipper and Go d. Salat and Za kat 
(2nd and 3rd p illa r of Islam ) have been 
m an d atory in th e Sh ari'ah (laws) of all 
p rior p rophet s. The Holy Quran states 
th e ad d ress of Jes us, peace be u pon 
him, to his people at hi s birth: 

Whereupon the baby (jesus) spoke out: 
NJ am indeed a servant of Allah. He has 
given me the Book (Gospel) and made 
me a Prophet. He has made me blessed 
wherever J may be. He has commanded me 
to establish Salah (prayer)and give Zakah 
(obligatory charity ) as long as I live. 

Al-Qur'all 19: 30-31 

Salat (Pr ayer) is com mand ed for 
sp iri tual eleva tion of the in d ividuals. 
It purifies th e heart an d controls 
tem ptati on, wrongdoing, an d evi l. 
There is no p riesthood in Islam , so the 
collec tive prayers are led by a learned 
person who knows the Quran, an d is 
chosen by th e congregation . 

Praye rs are offered th e way th e 
Prophet offered his p rayers. Prayers 
ar e said in Arabic which includ e: 
p raise to God, a few verses from th e 
H oly Quran, sa luta tion to the Prophet 
an d supp lica tio n for oneself, one's 

paren ts, child ren , an d th e rest of the 
world . 

Prayers are offered at d awn, afte rnoon , 
befo re sunse t, after su nset and 
nightfall. Althou gh it is p refer able to 
offer the prayers in congrega tio n in a 
m osque, a Muslim can pray a t home or 
an ywhere, such as in offices , factories 
an d parks when it is the time to offer 
th e prayer. 

3. Almsgiving (Zakat) m eans 
'purification' an d it also means 
growth . Wealth is p urified through 
se tting aside a specified portio n of 
one's wea lth fo r the poor, needy, 
those who su ffer losses from inc idents 
beyond their con tro l and th e general 
welfa re to es tablish econom ic balance 
and social justice in th e soc iety. 
Muslims are encou raged to spen d in 
charity as much as th ey can beyond 
the m an d at ory requiremen t of Za ka t 
wh ich is calle d Sadaqa h (vo lu n ta ry 
charity) . 

It is im port ant to note that Zakat is on 
savings held for one full year and is not 
on th e m oney in circu lation . In other 
words Islam encourages th e Muslims 
to put their m oney in circu la tion so 
th at ev eryone in th e com m un ity can 
benefit from it. Th ose who h old capital 
fro m circulation are hurtin g th e poor 
and the com mu ni ty 's welfare p rojects. 
Th erefore, The Prophet Mu hammad 
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(peace be upon him ) ordered suc h 
per sons to pay a m inimum of one 
fortieth (two and a ha lf percent) for the 
poor, needy and community we lfare 
projects. 

\ 

Zak at is an act of worship for the 
wealth of a belie ver and pla ys an 
important role in providing fina ncial 
sta bility to th e commu nity.The Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, sa id: 
"Zakah is th e tre asure of Islam ." On e 
of th e ma in reasons for poverty in the 
Mu slim coun tries is neglecting this 
pillar of Islam . 

4. Fasting tSaunn) du ring the month of 
Ramadan :This means abs tention from 
foo d, bev erages , and sex from dawn 
to suns et, and curbing evi l int ention s, 
desir es and ac tions. Thos e who are 
sick, on a journey, too old, and wome n 
who are in m enst ru at ion , pr egn ant or 
nursing are not required to observe the 
fastin g but are required to make u p the 
missed da ys later in the year. All those 
who are physically unabl e to keep the 
fast, th ey must feed a poor or need y 
per son (mini mum of two m eal s tha t 
they wou ld ea t them selves) for every 
day mi ssed . It inculcates sym pa thy for 
th ose who go hungry, and increa ses 
love, sinceri ty, devoti on and obedience 
to God's commandments. 

Fas ting requ ires the Muslims to live 
by the mo ra l code of Islam. Without 

following th is moral code duri ng 
Ram adan , fasting is reduced to sim ple 
starvation w ithoutbringing any reward 
or sp irit ua l benefit. Fas ting develops 
pati en ce, piet y, self -restra in t, Go d 
consc ious nes s, an d willpower to bea r 
hardship s. Its objective is to develop a 
com mu nity of God-cons cious people. 

It is the month of Ramadan in which the Qur'al1 
is ieucaled, the Guidancefor I1wnkin d, clear prooj« 

ami the criterion of Right and Wrollg 

Surely, the noblest of yO Il ill the sight of
 
A llah, is he who is the most righteous
 

The close of the m onth of Fasting 
is marked by a festiva l called Eid
al-Fitr which is celebrated throu gh 
giving charity to poor pe ople in 
the community an d congrega tiona l 
prayers. 

5. Pilgrimage (Hajj) to Makk ah , 
once in a lifetime. It is an obliga tion 
only on th ose who are physically 
and finan cially able to undert ak e the 
jou rney. 

Over two milli on p eopl e go to Makka h 
each yea r from almost all th e coun tries 
of the wo rld. In fact it is a p eace 



conf erence at the world leve l. It is 
meant to provide a meeting place for 
Muslims from the various part s of 
the wo rld to exchange the progress 
of Islam in their respective coun tries 
and to su ggest to each othe r wo rking 
solu tions of their mutual problem s. 

Over three million pilgrims in prayer daring
 

Hajj in the valley of Amfat near Makkah
 

Pilgrims ar e required to wear specia l 
dress to strip away the distinctions of 
class an d culture. It provides practical 
train ing to kn ow that the who le of 
man kind is a single brot herhood, 
and that no on e has superiority over 
the other based on lan gu age, colo r, 
race and ethnic ba ckground, excep t 
th rough piety and righ teou sness. 

l' ilgrims during prayer around the Ka'bnh 

Haj j is performed on the 9th day of the 
12th month of Islam ic Ca lenda r called 
Zul-H ijjah. Th e rites of H ajj inclu de 
circling around the Ka'bah seven 
times counter clockwise, wa lking and 
running between the two hills called 
Safa and Marwa as did Hagar, the 

wife of the Prophet Abra ham, peace 
be u pon him , in search of wa ter for her 
baby Ishmael. 

Walking between the hills of Safa and Marwa 
daring pilgrimnge - a tradition ofiooman (wife of 

the Prophet Abraham, peace be upon him) 

The pi lgrims stand in p rayer togeth er 
in the wide valley of Arafa t ncar the 
'Mount of Mercy' where Adam, peace 
be upon him, stood to repent for h is sin 
of d isobeying God as a result of which 
he was expelled fro m paradise . God 
forgave his sin and now the chi ldren 
of Adam stan d in the sa me place to 
see k forg iveness for their sins. 

The close of Hajj is marked by 
com mem ora ting the tradition of the 
Prophet Abraham, peace be up on 
him, when he offered h is son Ishm ael , 
peace be upon him, in sacrifice to God 
an d God replaced his son wi th a lamb 
and accep ted that grea t sac rifice . God 
mandated the followers of Abra ham, 
peace be upon him, to sac rifice an 
animal on tha t day (10th of Zul
Hijjah, which is called Eid-al-Adha 
(Festival of Feast). It is celebrated with 
congreg ational prayers, sacri ficing 
an animal (lam b, goat, cow or camel) 
and the exchange of gifts in the family 
and Muslim communi ties all over the 
world . 


