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paramilitary operations, psychological warfare and disinformation
campaigns, and above all false flag terror, in the course of world politics
since the beginning of the Cold War, and increasingly since September 11th.

The book is divided in two parts: the first deals with the underlying forces
of the Cold War, the second with the driving forces of the War on Terror.
The period investigated begins just before November 22, 1963 and peaks on
September 11,2001, the two deep events that weigh most heavily on the
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structural similarities, examines how one made the other possible thirty-
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the other, in the hope of anticipating and circumventing future atrocities.
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Introduction

The subject of this book is the “deep history” of the United States and its
sphere of influence during the last fifty years. By “deep history” or “deep
politics,” political scientist Peter Dale Scott refers to the underlying, and
often shrouded, decisions and activities that determine major historical
events, especially armed conflicts. A deep history relies on declassified
secret archives and the testimony of insiders and whistleblowers, rather than
merely official pronouncements and public discourse, to explain history’s
tumult. It includes, but is not limited to, the history of secret services (the
United States Intelligence Community includes sixteen government
agencies). Considering that the causes of war cited in conventional history
are so often rife with false pretense, deep history is necessarily revisionist.
Independent investigators study it more often than professional historians. It
is also anti-war, since exposing the real causes of war will help prevent
wars. Finally, it involves “conspiracy theories,” if by that we mean that it
openly admits the role of secret pacts and hidden agendas, undercover and
paramilitary operations, psychological warfare and disinformation
campaigns, in the course of world politics since the beginning of the Cold
War, and increasingly since September 11™. In fact, only a deep history can
help explain the shift from the world of the Cold War to the world of our
amorphous “War on Terror.”

An important part of a deep history is devoted to “false flag operations,” in
which a State feigns an enemy attack in order to wage a war while claiming
legitimate defense; that is, framing the country it wants to attack as the
aggressor. Conventional history—written by the victors—readily imputes
such operations to the defeated nations: we know that in 1931, when the
Japanese army decided to invade Manchuria, they dynamited their own
railway lines near the military base in Mukden, and then accused the
Chinese of the sabotage. We also know that in 1939, when Hitler needed a
pretext to invade Poland, he ordered German soldiers and prisoners dressed
in Polish uniforms to launch an assault on the Gleiwitz outpost. And we
suspect that just prior, in 1933, the Nazis had set fire to the palace of the
Reichstag to construct a “Communist conspiracy” and thereby suspend civil
liberties. The victorious nations, however, assiduously bury their own lies
and war crimes, and it is the role of a deep history to exhume them.



Deep history 1is the story of the Deep State, meaning the power structures
that act behind the scene of political spectacle to set in motion great
movements of history. Although it has always existed, the deep state has
been strengthened in modern democracies (in a dictatorship it cannot be
distinguished from the public state), by those who consider their interests
above the people’s, and have taken control of the political system without
regard to elections or legal principles. Thus the deep state is hostile to the
democratic institutions of the republican state. The transparency that is
essential to the latter is lethal to the former. But the deep state seeks less to
destroy democratic power than to confine and control it. In the United
States, it has for fifty years gained almost total control of foreign policy, so
much so that almost all direct or indirect actions of the United States in the
world have been carried out without the general public’s knowledge or
understanding.

The exceptional power of the American deep state can be explained by the
dual and contradictory nature of that nation, best defined by the oxymoron
“imperial democracy.” Within its borders, the United States is an ostensible
democracy, but outside, it behaves like an empire or colonial power. The
deep state is the invisible heart of the Empire, the command and control
center of imperial violence. This violence must remain hidden from the
eyes and consciences of the American citizenry, who must be satisfied that
the government acts only to defend the interests of global freedom and
democracy. That is why the deep state constantly needs to blow around
itself a screen of humanitarian smoke.



Edward Bernays, a nephew of Freud (on both his mother’s and father’s side), is considered the
father of modern scientific propaganda or ‘public relations.” He was influential in the
Committee on Public Information set up by Woodrow Wilson to win over public opinion in
favor of entering the war in 1917. His book Propaganda (1928) begins with these words: “The
conscious and intelligent manipulation of the organized habits and opinions of the masses is an
important element in democratic society. Those who manipulate this unseen mechanism of
society constitute an invisible government, which is the true ruling power of our country.
[...] Propaganda is the executive arm of the invisible government.”

While it may occasionally act as an “invisible government,” the deep state
is not a homogeneous and stable structure, but a polymorphic and changing
organism. Some clans are made and unmade with every changing alliance
and betrayal. Some of these clans are united by personal ties of blood or



money, to which can be added initiation type fraternities. Some are
communitarian and, in more than one case, secretly loyal to a foreign
government. Other clans are ideological, consumed with visions of global
supremacy incompatible with classical republican patriotism and the
universal values claimed essential to the public state. Finally, some major
players in the deep state appear driven mainly by the thirst for personal
power: psychopaths thrive in the deepest workings of the State. It is the task
of deep history to bring to light these obscure agendas and loyalties that lie
below the shelter of the media’s censorship.

Actors within the deep state are not necessarily unknown to the public.
Although often engaged in discreet or secret circles, their influence on the
world is not completely hidden, and some even boast of it in their later
years. The most powerful occupy senior government positions, where they
are more often appointed than elected. One of the key positions in the
American deep state is the National Security Advisor, because he is
protected by institutional secrecy. Recently, it was his/her advisors, acting
even more discreetly, who pulled the strings.

For the elite operating at the deep level of power, the world is a
battleground where all means are justified. Information is a weapon as
important as money in the fight against political opponents, but also for the
control of public opinion and the manipulation of democracy. Deep actors
create history by telling “stories” to the people, interweaving fact with
fiction and fantasy to maintain a continuous national narrative. The phrase
“deep state” may therefore also describe the hypnotic sleep into which the
deep powers seduce the masses in order to govern them and, most
importantly, lead them to approve war.



In 1994, the film Forrest Gump received six Oscars. Americans were encouraged to identify
with this happy idiot, totally uncritical toward the Vietnam War (“It was nice!”), in fact so
incapable of seeing evil that he regards Jenny’s alcoholic and incestuous father as ‘“‘a very
loving father.” There is a Forrest Gump in each one of us; we would rather not see, hear, or
smell evil, and we would rather trust our leaders than suspect them of conspiring behind our
back. Unfortunately, this is what allows conspiracies to succeed.

This book is divided into two parts: the first deals with the underlying
forces of the Cold War, the second with the driving forces of the War on
Terror. The period investigated begins just before November 22, 1963 and



peaks with September 11, 2001: these are the two deep events we explore
because they weigh most heavily on the unfolding of American history. By
“deep events” we mean events whose causality is mostly hidden, and whose
functioning emerges only in traces. Their true nature is often different from
or contrary to their purported meaning in the media spotlight. It can take
fifty years—time for the guilty generation to disappear—for such deep
events to gain sufficient transparency to render the “official story”
unsustainable, depending on the pace of declassification of archives. The
research on the Kennedy assassination is slowly emerging out of the
“conspiracy theory” ghetto where it had been locked by institutional
culture. The Dallas crime has now become a textbook case, and to anyone
willing to take the time, it affords proof of the existence of the deep state,
its vital link with war, and its ability to change history and shape public
opinion. The main ambition of this book is to examine September 11"
through the illuminating lens of November 22™, highlight their structural
similarities, examine how one made the other possible thirty-eight years
later, and follow the underlying thread leading from the one to the other, in
the hope of anticipating and circumventing future atrocities.

The links between the two cases are structural but also personal. They
involve, among others, George H. W. Bush, who was secretly in the CIA
and in Dallas on November 22, 1963, long before he became CIA director
—then Vice-President, President, and finally a President’s father. Those
who, like Bush Sr., still fight tooth and nail to defend the government’s
thesis on Kennedy’s death are the same who seek to prevent the emergence
of the truth about September 11*. Conversely, denouncing the internal plot
of September 11" without elucidating the Kennedy assassination is a bit like
telling the story of Noah’s Flood without mentioning Adam’s Fall.

My goal is brevity; I wanted to present the basic facts and get to the point,
so as to make a clear case and give the non-specialist reader the best
opportunity to understand what was, and is, a very long and complex
history. This book is intended, therefore, not to demonstrate a thesis by
accumulation of arguments, but rather to coherently assemble the most
meaningful facts, those which give sufficient keys to this deep history; the
idea is to paint the big picture from carefully selected elements. Renouncing
that which was too obscure or difficult to substantiate, I focus on the surest
and most critical episodes, that is to say the minimum needed to understand
the genesis and nature of the world in which we live. I am also trying to



logically connect the dots, so to speak, as any work of history must. Some
illustrated boxes will provide additional details, image-based evidence,
revealing quotes, and insights into some personalities whose faces and
names deserve a place in the collective memory—deep history has its
heroes, martyrs, and villains, rarely mentioned in textbooks.

I have tried to stick to the rules of accuracy and precision. The bulk of the
book consists of established facts, and the few interpretations put forward
will be clearly stated as such. Any unfounded rumor has been excluded.
Most of the data included here is well known to rigorous researchers. In
order to help the reader check any statement and seek further information
by a search engine, I systematically provide the dates, proper names and
other useful keywords. What applies to events also applies to citations,
which have been chosen for their informative content; sources are given for
quotations. The essential bibliography, from which a great part of this
narrative is reconstructed, is given at the end of the work, and information
from other sources is referenced in the notes.



PART ONE
JFK



1. Dallas, November 22, 1963

November 22, 1963, at half past twelve, while sitting in the back of a
convertible limousine next to his wife during a parade in Dallas, John F.
Kennedy was shot twice. The first bullet pierced his throat; the second
caught a rear portion of his skull, splattering with blood and brain the
nearest motorcycle policeman, Bobby Hargis. The motorcade had deviated
from the originally planned route announced in the Dallas Morning News,
so the crowd was sparse there, but after a few seconds of confusion, a dozen
witnesses rushed to the picket fence atop the little hill (today known as the
“grassy knoll”), from which the fatal shots were fired, to the right and front
of the limousine at the time of the shots. The first police officer to arrive at
the fence, Joe Marshall Smith, testified that he was told to back off by a
man showing him an identification of the Secret Service (the security
service of the President and White House staff). It would be revealed later
that there were in fact no Secret Service agents on foot in Dealey Plaza. In
fact, as agent Smith would later reflect, the man was wearing a sports outfit
and had dirty nails, and “it didn’t ring true for the Secret Service.” More
testimonies from eye- and ear-witnesses would confirm that snipers had
shot from the grassy knoll, while others did spot two men and a gun in the
sixth floor of the School Book Depository.[1]
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“This man is wanted for treasonous activities against the United States,” says this poster on the
walls of Dallas the day before Kennedy’s visit. It illustrates the hostility of certain right-wing
circles in the Lone Star state. “We’re heading into nut country today,” said John to his spouse
on departing from Washington DC. “But Jackie, if someone wants to shoot me from a window

with a rifle, nobody can stop it, so why worry about it?”[2]



At 1 pm, President Kennedy was pronounced dead at Parkland Hospital in
Dallas, but members of the Secret Service prevented the appointed coroner,
Earl Rose, from performing the autopsy required by law. Instead, they
boarded the body onto the presidential plane Air Force One for an autopsy
at the Naval Bethesda Hospital in Washington—an autopsy to be performed
by an inexperienced military doctor (James Hulmes), flanked by senior
officers and federal agents. The autopsy report would establish that the fatal
bullet had entered the back of the skull.

Meanwhile, Lee Harvey Oswald had been arrested in a Dallas cinema and
immediately broadcast on television as the sole assassin. He allegedly fired
three shots in less than 6 seconds, with a 1940 military bolt-action rifle
(purchased by mail order), shooting from the sixth floor of the School Book
Depository, a building that the presidential limousine had passed at the time
of shooting. The next day, Oswald would seize several opportunities to
proclaim his innocence before the cameras: “I didn’t shoot anybody,” “I’'m
just a patsy,’[3] thus identifying himself as a pawn, a scapegoat
manipulated by the real culprits. On November 24" at 11:20 am, in a
corridor of the Dallas police department, he was permanently silenced by
Jack Ruby, a strip-club owner and former member of the Chicago mob.



Jack Ruby shoots Oswald in front of the cameras in a corridor of the Dallas police station.



To allay the suspicions of conspiracy, the Vice-President become President,
Lyndon Johnson, designated a commission of inquiry on November 29",
which spent $10 million and employed 400 people, with unofficial
instructions to silence “rumors” of conspiracy and confirm the conclusions
of the FBI, culminating in a 16,000 page report. The Commission was
officially chaired by Chief Justice Earl Warren (the highest federal
magistrate), but was covertly controlled by Allen Dulles, the former CIA
director fired by Kennedy in 1961, a man who, at the end of his life, would
jeer to journalist Willie Morris: ““That little Kennedy... he thought he was a
god.”[4] Thus the investigation was steered by a man who should have been
a prime suspect. En masse, the mainstream media would be satisfied with
the report of the Warren Commission. None of Kennedy’s friends in the
press would denounce the story as a sham—not even Benjamin Bradlee, the
executive director of the Washington Post, which qualified the report as a
“masterpiece of its kind”[3] (Bradlee would publish his Conversations with
Kennedy in 1975).

A year later, voters confirmed their confidence in Johnson, while still
mourning the charismatic young president who had embodied the nation’s
highest ideals and had dreamed of ending the Cold War.
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The famous “magic bullet” which, according to the Warren Commission, wounded Kennedy
twice and John Connally three times, and was later recovered in nearly pristine condition on a
gurney in Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas. This fantastic claim was indispensable to the
preconceived theory of the single shooter, given that: 1) Oswald needed at least 2.3 seconds to
reload (without aiming); 2) the Zapruder film showed that all the bullets had been fired in less
than 5.6 seconds; 3) one bullet at least missed and hit the tarmac, and one hit Kennedy in the

head.



Many have known since the first day that a terrible truth was hidden from
them, but the state of trauma, the diffused feeling of a threat to the nation,
and the scarcity of dissenting voices in the press, left tongues tied. The
testimonies that contradicted the official theory were ignored or suppressed
by threat or by violence. Twenty-one members of the hospital staff in Dallas
who saw two bullet wounds on the front of Kennedy’s body eventually
chose to keep quiet. Two doctors, Malcolm Perry and Kemp Clark, who
presented these findings in a press conference at the hospital at 3:15 pm,
retracted before the Warren Commission. So did Dr. Charles Crenshaw,
who would divulge in 1992: “From the damage I saw, there was no doubt in
my mind that the bullet had entered his head through the front”—an
account which exonerates Oswald, who was behind the president at the time
of the shooting. The doctor explains his silence of nearly thirty years in his
book JFK: Conspiracy of Silence: “1 was as afraid of the men in suits as I
was of the men who had assassinated the President. [...] I reasoned that
anyone who would go so far as to eliminate the President of the United
States would surely not hesitate to kill a doctor.” At the military hospital
near Washington, control was even more complete, as Dr. Pierre Finck
explained in 1969: “There were Admirals, and when you are a Lieutenant
Colonel in the Army you just follow orders.” The medical-aid James
Jenkins, who was also present, confirmed: “We were all military, we could
be controlled. And if we weren’t controlled, we could be punished and that
kept us away from the public.”[6]

Most of Kennedy’s friends and relatives also silenced their doubts, even
those whom he mockingly called his “Irish mafia” —“The presidency is not
a good place to make new friends,” he once said. “I’m going to keep my old
friends.”[7] Kenny O’Donnell, who was in the limo directly behind
Kennedy, was sure that at least “two shots” were fired “from behind the
fence” on the grassy knoll. But he explained (to Tip O’Neill, who reported
the conversation in his memoirs, Man of the House, 1987): “I told the FBI
what I had heard, but they said it couldn’t have happened that way and that
I must have been imagining things. So I testified the way they wanted me
to. I just didn’t want to stir up any more pain and trouble for the family.”[§]

Truth, it seems, never dies altogether. Tirelessly over fifty years, a small but
growing number of researchers carried on the investigation. Some have



dedicated their life—some have lost it—in their search for the truth,
gathering a considerable amount of evidence and relevant testimony.
Among the investigators of the first critical hour was a young lawyer named
Mark Lane: less than one month after the murder, having formed a Citizens
Committee of Inquiry to interview eyewitnesses of the crime, Lane
challenged the official theory in an article in The Guardian, and later in a
book, Rush to Judgment. Attacks on the government story became more
threatening in 1967, when an investigation opened by the New Orleans
District Attorney Jim Garrison lifted a corner of the veil cast over the CIA’s
involvement. Garrison was privileged to see Abraham Zapruder’s amateur
film, confiscated by the FBI on the day of the assassination, whose images
show that the fatal shot came from the grassy knoll well in front of the
President, not the School Book Depository located behind. Garrison’s
investigation, however, suffered a smear campaign and the mysterious
deaths of his two main suspects and witnesses, Guy Banister and David
Ferrie.



A frame from the Zapruder film, showing Jacqueline Kennedy’s desperate attempt to recover
the portion of her husband’s skull and brain torn apart by the bullet, as the limousine slowly
accelerates after a near complete stop. Clint Hill was the only Secret Service agent to rush and
climb on the running board, then push Jacqueline back to protect her.



In 1968, Robert Kennedy, who under his brother’s government held the
position of Attorney General, presented his candidacy for the Democratic
nomination. Those who still grieved for John Kennedy found hope in the
prospect of seeing younger Bobby repossess the White House and, from
there, reopen the investigation. Although he kept quiet on the subject, his
close friends knew that such was his intention. On a campus in March 1968,
Bobby announced, “The archives will be available at the appropriate
time.”[9] Robert Kennedy was assassinated on June 6, 1968 in Los
Angeles, just after winning the California presidential primary that made
him the favorite for the Democratic nomination. Republican candidate
Richard Nixon, who had been beaten by John Kennedy in 1960, would
become President without having to face another Kennedy.

In the 70s, the Watergate scandal precipitated the formation of a Senate
committee to investigate the illegal activities of the CIA, the Church
Committee, and a House committee on the assassination of John F.
Kennedy and Martin Luther King, the House Select Committee on
Assassinations (HSCA). Due to legal obstacles, various pressures, and a
new wave of deaths among the key witnesses, the reports of these
congressional committees resulted only in timid questioning: at least, the
HSCA formally established that Oswald was not the only shooter, that
“John F. Kennedy was probably assassinated as a result of a conspiracy,”
that “the Warren Commission failed to investigate adequately the possibility
of a conspiracy to assassinate the President,” and that “the Central
Intelligence Agency was deficient in its collection and sharing of
information.”[10] In 1975, the American people could see the Zapruder film
for the first time on ABC.

In 1991 the Garrison investigation again shook public opinion, thanks to
Oliver Stone’s hit movie JFK, starring Kevin Costner. The ensuing
controversy led to the adoption of the President John F. Kennedy
Assassination Records Collection Act, intended to declassify the secret
archives, and the formation of the U.S. Assassination Records Review
Board, which conducted an investigation until 1998, summoning under oath
witnesses who had not yet been heard. During all these years, books,
articles and websites continued to chip away at the edifice of the official lie.
Today, a majority of Americans (70% according to a 2003 ABC News poll)



believe in a State cover-up, despite the ridicule hurled at such “conspiracy
theories” by the mainstream media, and despite rather paltry efforts to
sustain the government’s “lone nut” theory. The truth is now available to
those who seek.



2. Johnson the Gambler

There is hardly any doubt of the complicity of Vice-President Lyndon
Baines Johnson (LLBJ). Whoever the conspirators were, it is unthinkable that
they would act without prior assurance of Johnson’s protection, and it is
quite plausible that Johnson personally intervened in preparations for the
ambush in his home State. After all, Kennedy was assassinated in Texas to
bring a Texan to power, and one still sees Texas’s enduring sense of
foreignness vis-a-vis Washington and the East Coast elite, a century and a
half after the Civil War.

From the very first day, Johnson used all the weight of his newly acquired
authority to kill the investigation and force Dallas authorities to adopt the
“lone gunman” theory. In the afternoon of November 22", he ordered the
Dallas police to stop investigating, and on November 24", he even called
Dallas Hospital personally to order the surgeon, in the midst of trying to
save Oswald’s life, to elicit from him “a death-bed confession” instead.[11]
In his determination to keep the lid on the truth, Johnson received the full
support of FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover, who signed a memo on November
22" stating his conclusion that Oswald was the sole culprit. He had that
conclusion leaked to the press on December 9, before the Warren
Commission could get to work—no one would contradict Hoover. This was
not Hoover’s first cover-up: had he not, as late as 1956, denied the existence
of organized crime, even while it dominated the political life of megacities
like Chicago?[12]

Johnson maintained a close relationship with certain agents of the Secret
Service, who chose the route of the motorcade and were guilty of many of
the day’s security oversights. One such agent, Joseph Shimon, confided to
his daughter in the spring of 1963, “The Vice-President has asked me to
give him more security than the President,” leading her to believe that,
“Something is going to happen and Johnson knows about it.”[13]



While leaving Love Field airport at Dallas, Secret Service agent Henry Rybka shows his
disbelief when asked not to stand on the running board of the presidential limousine, as was
standard rule.



Johnson’s path to power had been strewn with fraud and even murder ever
since his first rigged election to the Senate in 1948, well documented by his
biographer Robert Caro.[14] In 1959, Johnson had tried to remove Kennedy
from the race for the Democratic nomination by stealing his medical
records in order to expose his Addison’s disease; at any rate, he was
suspected by the Kennedys to have commissioned the break-ins at his two
doctors’ offices (with no result).[15] Soon afterward, Johnson imposed
himself as Kennedy’s running mate, thanks to privileged access to the secret
files of FBI boss J. Edgar Hoover, his neighbor and friend for 19 years.
Hoover, nicknamed Puppetmaster by his biographer Richard Hack, was a
well-seasoned expert in blackmail: his resources drawn from cabinets of
incriminating secrets allowed him to remain at the head of the FBI for 48
years, spanning nine presidents from 1924 until his death at age 72.[16] As
soon as Kennedy had become president, Hoover wasted no time in
reminding him of his own irreplaceability: in February 1962, for example,
feeling the threat of forced retirement, he reported to his supervisor
Attorney General Robert Kennedy, that he had stumbled across evidence of
sexual relations between his brother, the President, and the mistress of
mobster Sam Giancana, Judith Campbell Exner. Earlier in December 1960,
he kindly informed Robert that the Pr