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University of Gondi Shapour
in the Cradle of History

| _ _‘A Cul_tﬁral Heritage from the Ailcient Perslan
Clvilization (Sassanian Era)

In the year '224 AD. Moobed Ardcshlr-Pour Moobed Babak-Pour Moobed Sassan (Grand
Hirbud of the Pars F're Tempel) overthrew the Ashkanian rule. He was later crowned
as the Persmn kmg of the city of ’I’sphoon. His first act as the new ruler of Persia was to
declare {Zlifo;!siﬁaniém as the official religion of Persia.

He also founded the séhooi for training Moobeds.

Ardeshir’s Son, Shépour 1, took the throne from his father in the year 241 A.D.

Shapour us legacy included the grand victory over the Romans and emperor Valerianos. His
army capfuned over 70000 Roman legionnaires. It is said that Shapour treated his
prisoné’rs of war on the most humane fashion and placed’ them in tﬁe a new found city
in the brovincé of Khoozestan.

This  city was named Gondi-Shapour, (In the language of Pahlavi). The name

’ Gondi-Shabo‘dr translate into (Vah-An do-Shapour), or in English, the city better than
Antakie.

Shapour was successful in accomplishing two major cutural tasks during his reign. One was
the completing the vreligious school for training the social elite Moobedin and the
second” was starting the of a Construction building of the great, Umversny of
Gondl-Shapour, with the help of scholars from Greece, Egypt Judi India and Chma

Shapour 11 mhented the throne from his descendant in te year 310 A.D. He contmued in
his descendents footsteps. He appointed, Moobed of Moobeds, Adrobab Maraspand
the head librarian of the Gondi—Shapour University.

Maraspand’s éﬁalange was to gather 21 Avesta books that were spréad out throqghout the
land.

Shapour 11 appmved the plans for building of the first Medical and Phannaeeuucal schools
and mvned some of lhe bcst medical scholars from érc;ﬁnd the world to help bulld the
first Medlcal and Pharmaceul:cal school in the world ’Ihese schools were later expanded

1o include hospital.
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Shapour 11 continued to expanded the Gondi-Shapour University by adding additionat
schools in such disciplines as philosophy, law and astronomy.

In a very short time the calibr of education as Gondi Shapour University reached that of
technical schools in Athen, and University in Alraha, and Alexandria. Very soon a flood
of students, ’rcsear;hers- and scholars from all around the world coverged on
Gondi-Shapour. :

Khosrov;Anooshirvan succeeded Shapour 11, in the year 531 A.D. to become the 21Inv ruler
in the Sassaman dynasty The reign of Khosrov Anooshirvan was the renarssance of

’ Persran culture, science and art. Khosrov Anooshirvan was himself a phrlosopher and
took great mtcrest in developing the school of law and phrlosophy at Gondi Shapour in
the open forum philosophy drscussrons. He also took great effort in to turmng the
Gondi-Shapour hospital and medical school into the best most modern centers in the
world. : o ? o A

He appointed the Persian medical scholar Borzooyeh as the head of the medical school.

It is said that the first medical congress in the world was hcld at Tisphoon in 550 A.D. at
the middie of Khosrov regin, the Gondi-Shapdur University compriscd of 18 school
salltogether. Gondi-Shapour University was it’s prime as the best University in the world.

After Khosrov Anooshirvan, during the begining of Khosrov Parvizs’reign, in the year 590
A.D. two more schools were added.

One was a music school headed by the famous musician during that era, Barbod . Khosrov{
Parviz headed the second school, the military school of Gondi-Shapour. ’

In the year 628 A.D. After thé defeat of Khosrov - Parviz in many battle the Gondi
Shapour University entered an era of deciline that termmaled to closure of many
schools. In the year 640 A.D. only the Gondl-Shapour hospltal rcmamed

In the 651 AD. at the end of the Sassanian dynasty, the cny of Gondr-Shapour was
captured by the Arab invaders, and gradually decended in 769 A.D. The head of the
GondiShapour hospllal a christian named, Goargls-Bakhtlshoo was recalled to Baghdad
and then hospitat closed its doors o patients. '

In the year 922 AD what remamed of the Gondx-Shapour Umversxty and clty were lald to
waste by Arabs and a group of Kurds

Today, a small wllage by name of Shahabad remains on the srte of thg c:ty and Umve',rsxty of
GONDI-SHAPOUR. ‘ e
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~ SEVENTH WORLD |

ZOROASTRIAN CONGRESS "~ "=

‘ Houston, Texas =" | >
December 28,2000 to
January 1,2001

Dr, Shapour was born in Yazd, Iran in a Moobed family, He studied medicine at the
University of Tehran and received a PhD, in Health Sciences. Dr Shahrvini has a great
interest in the study of ancient Persain heritage. In 1980, Dr. Shahrvini and his family
migrated to Canada where he founded the Zoroastrian cultuer Magzine, PAYKMEHR
a farsi publication with worldwide readership. Dr. Shahrvini had réceived nuhierbus
awards, and is current authoring a book on the Sassanian era, to be puﬁlished by Gondi

-Shapour University.

Journalists View of issues facing the community.

Dec. 31. 4.00-5.30 p.m.
University of Gondi Shapour in the Cradle of History ,

Dec. 31,11,30 - 12.30 p.m.

(SESSION 5, DALLAS. SALON B)
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Parvaneh Pasha the cover designer - Vancouver, Canada with a Master's degree in Visual
Design Spanish Literature from University of Madrid, Spain.
A post Master’s in Computer Science Web Developing/ Designing from UBC, engiieering is Software
quality, '
PhD Student in Computer Science at University of British Cotumbia - UBC - Vancouyer,
Canada.Interested in novel and poetry writing. v
She has won the logo contest of the Association of Graphic Designers of North Americal as well as
two worldwide peotry contests run by the National Library of Congress of the United States
being printed in two books published by the same library called "The Path Not Taken" and "The
Best of 908"
She :has had: fumerous exhibitions of her illust:ptions /Graphic Arts all over Canada and Spain with
, .great reviews in the media.
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