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Overview

 Identifying a target journal

 Following the journal’s instructions

 Submitting the paper

 Understanding the decision process

 Revising a paper

 Answering queries

 Reviewing proofs
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Identifying a target journal

• Decide early (before drafting the paper). 

• Do not write the paper and then look for a journal.

• Look for journals that have published work similar to yours.

• Consider journals that have published work that you will 

cite.
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مجلات معتبر به چه مجلاتی گفته می شوند؟

أییدتدانشگاه‌هاوعلمیمراکزسویازکههستندمجلاتیپژوهش،وعلمدنیایدرمعتبرمجلات

.می‌شوددادهاعتبارآن‌هابهعلمیمقالاتانتشاربرایوشده‌اند

مانندمعتبرپایگاه هایدرشدننمایهنظیرویژگی‌هاییدارایمعمولاًمجلاتاینISIو

Scopus،هستندانمحققکاریزمینهباتطابقوقویهیئت داوران،بالاتأثیرضریب.
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مناسب ISIنشریه / معیارهای انتخاب مجله

(scope)حیطه‌مجله‌•

((indexنشریه‌/‌نمایه‌شدن‌مجله•

(Impact Factor)نشریه‌/‌ضریب‌تأثیر‌مجله‌•

تعداد‌شماره‌های‌چاپ‌در‌سال•

((Acceptanceنرخ‌رد‌یا‌پذیرش‌مقالات‌•

((Editorial Timesمشخص‌بودن‌فرآیند‌داروی•

قرار‌نداشتن‌در‌لیست‌مجلات‌نامعتبر•
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12شاخص های مهم در ژورنال شناسی
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Invalid journals
14
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درس‌جهت‌اطلاع‌از‌آخرین‌وضعیت‌فهرست‌نشریات‌علمی‌نامعتبر‌به‌آ
ذیل‌مراجعه‌فرمایید

https://jcr.isc.ac/Blacklist.aspx

https://jcr.isc.ac/Blacklist.aspx


Impact factor (IF)
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چیست و چگونه محاسبه می شود؟Qشاخص

همآنکهاسکوپوسموسسههمراهبهاسترویترزتامسونموسسهبهمتعلقکهJCRنشرپایگاه•
مجلاترتبه‌بندیبرایQبهموسومشاخصیازسالهردراستمعتبرمجلاتنمایه‌کردنبرایپایگاهی
.می‌کننداستفاده

جایگاهمشخص‌کردنامکانمی‌شود،تقسیمQ4وQ1،Q2،Q3دسته۴بهکهشاخصاینبراساس•
.می‌گرددمیسرتخصصی‌اشزیرگروهدرموجودچهارکچهاربینازمجلههر

درجایگاهبهتریندریعنیبگیرد،قرارQ1همانونخستچارکیعنیاولبخشدربتوانیدمجله‌ایاگر•
.استگرفتهقرارخودشزیرگروهتخصصیمجلاتمیان

•
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Quartiles Ranking Based on IF Distribution

• Q1: Top 25% of journals in a particular field based on Impact

Factor

• Q2: Second quartile, comprising journals with Impact Factors

higher than the median but lower than the top 25%

• Q3: Third quartile, encompassing journals with Impact Factors

lower than the median but higher than the bottom 25%

• Q4: Bottom 25% of journals based on Impact Factor
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 JOURNAL CITATIONگزارش استنادی مجلات 
REPORTS) )

۲۰۰حدوددررامعتبرمجله۷۵۰۰ازبیشJCRاطلاعاتیدادهپایگاه•

آنازاستفادهباوگیردمیبردربعدبه۱۹۹۷سالازموضوعیحوزه

وبندیطبقهتخصصی،هایحوزهدرراهاژورنالومجلاتتوانمی

تیاطلاعادادهپایگاه.دادقرارارزیابیموردراآنهابندیرتبههایشاخص

JCRازبیشگیرندهبردرآنعلمینسخهکهباشدمینسخهدودارای

.باشدمیمجله۱۸۰۰برمشتملاجتماعیعلومنسخهوعلمیمجله۶۰۰۰

WebطریقازJCRاطلاعاتیدادهپایگاه of knowledgeشرطبه

.استدستیابیقابلاشتراکوجهپرداخت
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ناشر برتر علمی آنلاین به شرح زیر است9فهرست 

•Springer

•Cambridge university press

•John Wiley & Sons

•Blackwell Publishing

•SAGE Publishing

•Taylor & Francis

•MDPI

•Elsevier

•Nature
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آدرس سایتهایی که می توان ژورنال های 
ایرانی را جستجو نمود

• https://jref.ir/ListScience/HS02

• https://jref.ir/
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26ایندکس های معتبر بین المللی



27



Some factors to consider

• Audience

• Prestige

• Access

• Impact

• Publication time

• Quality of reproduction

• Likelihood of acceptance



Instruction for authors

• Instructions to authors basically cover three important 

aspects of the publication process that are important for 

every author:

• Journal's purpose, scope, and policies.

• Manuscript preparation guidelines.

• Manuscript submission process.
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GENERIC TOOLS31
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https://www.edanz.com/journal-selector
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https://www.edanz.com/journal-selector
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Tools publisher 
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Journal publishing process

Submission Refereeing

Reject

Revision Acceptance Publication

More revision

Reject Reject

Reject



Submission

• Selection of the journal

• Usually decided during later stages of writing

• What to take into account

• Appropriate for the topic, for the style (it is strange to submit 

to a journal, which you do not cite)

• Impact factor

• Speed of processing (take care for tricks - as resubmission 

instead of major revision)

• Availability of the journal (publisher)

• Page charge, open access (is paid)



Choosing a journal

• Restrictions

• Aims & Scope

• Paper Type

• Metrics and 

• Indexing

• Editorial Board

• Acceptance Rate

• Peer Review system

• Personal recommendations

• Readership: Subscription, 

• Hybrid or Gold Open 

• Access?
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Funding & institution 
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Submission (electronic)

 Cover letter – very important 

 Usually, you can suggest reviewers (do not suggest your 

recent co-authors, or people from your depatment), good 

to cite the suggested reviewers

 Often, you can suggest reviewers to be avoided 

 You can sometimes suggest the handling editor



Submitting the paper

 Traditional submission (by mail)—now rare

 Electronic submission

 Commonly via online submission system

 Sometimes as e-mail attachment

 Inclusion of a cover letter (conventional or electronic)

 Completion of required forms
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COVER LETTER50
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Author[s]

Journal

Editorial office

Technical editor

Editor in chief

Associate 

editor/Subject 

matter editor
Reviewers (1, 2, 3) – usually 

anonymous

Review – for 

authors (+ 

confidential 

evaluation for 

editors)

Decision: accept, minor 

revision, major revision, 

resubmission, rejection

(“wish you success if you 

decide to publish your 

paper elsewhere”), referal 

to other journal

proofs

Corrected 

proofs

Accepted  

manuscript

On line early

Final publication 

(vol., pages)



Attracting the editor/reader

• There are lots of opportunities for rejection!

• Remember: your paper is competing with many 
others for the attention of editors and readers

• Title
• Brief, interesting and accurate

• Abstract
• Attract readers to your paper
• Aim for 4 sections: why, how, what and implications
• Include important keywords for searching
• Make it clear and easy to read



Writing the Paper: Key Points

• Strong Introduction
• Engage the reader

• Set the scene, explain why the work is important, and state the aim of 
the study

• Clear, logically organised, complete Methods
• Provide enough information to allow assessment of results (could 

someone else repeat the study?) 

• Results
• Be clear and concise; avoid repetition between text, tables and figures

• Relevant Discussion
• Start strongly – were aims achieved?

• Discuss significance and implications of results



What editors look for in a manuscript

• Quality
• good science: well planned, well executed study

• good presentation

• Significance and originality

• Consistent with scope of journal

• Demonstrated broad interest to readership

• Will it cite?

• Well written ‘story



Peer review - how are referees chosen?

• Technical/specialist expertise

• Broad knowledge of field

• Independence from authors and their institutions

• Previous record of fair/constructive reviewing or reviewing a  related 

manuscript

• Availability under time constraints



what makes a good paper?
hint: editors and reviewers look for

• Originality – what’s new about subject, treatment or results?

• Relevance to and extension of existing knowledge

• Research methodology – are conclusions valid and objective?

• Clarity, structure and quality of writing – does it communicate well?

• Sound, logical progression of argument



understanding reviews: what 
makes a good review

• Good reviews provide the editor with the information on 
which a decision can be based

• The best are insightful, articulate and constructive

• They tell the editor:

• What is interesting about the paper

• How the results are significant

• What can be done to improve the paper

• If the paper is not publishable and why



Detailed comments in the review

• A good review answers the following questions and provides suggestions 
for improvement:

• Does the introduction explain why the work was done and 
the hypothesis being tested?

• Is the experimental/study design appropriate?

• Are the methods clearly described to enable full 
assessment of the results?

• Is the analysis appropriate?

• Are the results presented effectively?

• Is the work discussed in the context of all relevant 
literature?

• Does the discussion make clear the significance and wider 
implications of the work?

• Are the conclusions supported by the data presented?



Revising a paper

• Revise and resubmit promptly.

• Indicate what revisions were made.

• Include a letter saying what revisions were made.  If you received a 

list of requested revisions, address each in the letter.

• If requested, show revisions in Track Changes.

• If you disagree with a requested revision, explain why in 

your letter.  Try to find a different way to solve the problem 

that the editor or reviewer noted.



Responding to referees’ reports

• Read the editor’s letter first for instruction

• Take a deep breath: proceed to the reports

• Put them aside for a day, or two, a week…

• Re-read reports and discuss with coauthors …

• Revise paper and prepare response document

• Remember –

• Even comments that seem aggressive or ignorant can be helpful

• Always view this as a chance to improve the paper



Good response to referees’ 
reports are ….

• Well organised

• Address common themes at start

• Use a ‘quote and response’ OR numbering system of points raised by 

each referee

• Informative  

• Provide full explanations

• Do not overlook or ignore any points

• Assertive (and polite)
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Decision – usually up to 3 months

• Rejection without review (editor’s decision), usually very 

fast

• Rejection after review

• Rejected but re-submission encouraged

• Major revision (the paper might be reviewed again)

• Minor revision

• Acceptance
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IF accepted

• Proofs: typeset material to check

• Review the proofs promptly.

• Some things to check:
• Completeness (presence of all components)

• Accuracy (absence of typographical errors in text and references)

• Placement of figures and tables

• Quality of reproduction of figures 

• Note: This is not the time to rewrite the 
paper.



A final step

Celebrate Publication of

Your Paper!



Thanks for your kindly attention! 

Any questions to ask or publishing

experiences to share?

dianaazizi1991@gmail.com

mailto:dianaazizi1991@gmail.com

